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BOOK  I. 

'Its  birth ,  family ,  and  education ;  -with  a  , 
remarkable  converjaiion  between  tots  fa¬ 
ther  and  him  concerning  the  fea  fei  vice  j 
he  is  flip-wrecked,  and  narrowly  ej capes. 


1 — ^  B  w  a  r  n  V  e  r  n  o  n  Efq-,  was  bom 
at  Weftminfter,  the  12th  day  of 
November  1684.  His  father,  Mr. 
fecretary  Vernon,  was  defcended  ol  a  ic- 
cone  branch  of  the  family  of  Vernon  in 
Staffordfhire. 

The  name  of  Vernon  is  originally 
French,  and  may  with  great  propriety  be 

faid  to  have  come  over  with  William  the 
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Conqueror,  who  diftributed  among  his 
-  foldiers  the  lands  and  eflates  not  only  0f 
Harold’s  friends  and  afiociates,  but  even 
of  iuch  of  the  Englifli  families,  the  nobi¬ 
lity  not  excepted,  as  joined  his  own  ftand- 
ard,  and  fought  under  him  at  the  general 
engagement  near  Battlebridge  in  Suflbx. 
Among  the  number  of  thofe  who  received 
his  bounty  in  this  way,  was  the  progeni¬ 
tor  of  Mr.  Vernon,  who  even  breathed 
more  of  a  fpirit  of  liberty  than  could  be 
expected  in  thofe  of  days  fuperftition  and 
ignorance. 

Though  the  family  of  Vernon  was  not 
fo  confpicuous  as  fome  others,  yet  they 
frequently  had  fufficient  intereft  to  pro¬ 
cure  feats  in  the  houfe  of  Commons,  and 
to  attain  places  and  preferments  in  the 
army,  church  and  ftate.  *  They  oppoled 
tyranny  in  every  reign,  and  were  in  the 
number  of  the  heroes  who  joined  the  ftan- 
dard  of  the  earl  of  Richmond,  afterward 
Henry  Vi I.  who  on  the  field  of  Bofworth, 
totally  routed  the  army  of  Richard  III. 
who,  after  performing  miracles  of  brave¬ 
ry* 
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ry,  died  like  Catiline,  with  his  fword  in 
his  hand. 

At  the  breaking  out  of-  the  civil  wars, 
in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  leveral  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family  of  Vernon  fat  in  the 
houfe  of  Commons  •,  and  thefe  breathing 
a  ipirit  of  freedom,  joined  againft  the 
fadion,  who,  by  their  evil  counfels  and 
falfe  fuggeftions,  wrought  up  the  mind 
of  the  king  to  a  belief  of  his  being  arbi¬ 
trary,  and  of  having  an  ablolute,  inde- 
feafible  jurifdidion  over  the  perfons  and 
lives  of  his  fubjeds :  and  though  there 
were  fome  faithful  patriots  to  reprefent 
by  addrefTes  and  remonftrances,  in  the 

moft  humble  manner,  the  mifchievous  ef- 

*  • 

feds  of  fuch  pernicious  infinuations,  yet 
the  unfortunate  king  was  deaf  to  every 
advice,  being  intoxicated  with  titles,  and 
daily  teazed  by  his  French  queen,  whole 
brother  Lewis  XIII.  had  iubverted  and 
overturned  the  parliament  of  France. 

But  though  the  family  of  Vernon  was 
for  preferving  the  liberty  of  the  fubjeds, 
yet  they  were  far  from  leflening  the  pre- 
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rogative,  or  detrading  from  the  dignity 
of  the  crown  :  they  were  for  making  up 
matters,  and  declared  themfelves  openly 
ngainft  proceeding  to  the  extremities 
which  afterwards  enfued  :  though  they 
oppofed  tyranny,  yet  they  aded  with  mo¬ 
deration  ;  and  though  friends  to  liberty, 
yet  they  were  never  for  dripping  the 
crown  of  the  minuted  gem  that  might 
ferve  to  make  it  fliine  with  the  brighter 
ludre. 

The  father  of  Mr.  Vernon,  being  fe- 
cretary  of  date  to  King  William  and 
Queen  Mary,  was  enabled  by  an  additi¬ 
onal  income  to  his  paternal  edate,  which 
'  was  but  fmall,  to  give  an  ample  and  po¬ 
lite  education  to  his  Ions,  of  whom  Ed¬ 
ward  was  the  fecond. 

At  the  age  of  i'evcn  years  he  was  fent 
to  Wedminder  fchool,  then  under  the 
diredion  of  the  famous  Dr.  Buiby,  a 
gentleman  who  was  lubjed  to  an  impe- 
rioufnels  of  temper,  which,  like  other 
things,  growing  upon  him,  frequently 
wrought  him  up  to  exercife  with  feverity 
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and  rancour  the  rod  of  difcipline,  which 
ought  only  to  be  ufcd  with  the  utmoft 
judgment  and  difcretion.  bew  eicaped 
the  lafh  from  Dr.  Bufby,  and  among 
thefe  few  was  Mr.  Vernon,  who  both  had 
a  good  fpirit  for  letters,  and,  on  every 
occafion,  difcovered  a  complaifance  and 
fagacity,  which,  as  it  argued  him  prudent 
and  wife,  fo  it  procured  him  the  affe&ion 
and  efteem  of  the  leveral  mailers  under 
whole  ini  petition  he  more  immediately  was. 
But  though  he  ftudied  the  Latinand  Greek 
tongues  affiduoufly,  and  by  a  feven  years 
application  had  made  a  conliderable  pro- 
grel's  in  both,  as  alfo  in  the  Hebrew,  which 
laid  is  taught  at  Weltminfter  fchool, 
yet  from  the  time  he  could  walk,  he.  be¬ 
trayed  an  inclination  towards  the  marine 
fervice.  He  frequently  withdrew  from 
his  ftudies,  to  converfe  with  the  watermen 
concerning  the  different  compofitions  of 
a  boat,  a  barge,  a  wherrey,  and  other 
i'niall  cratt.  Elis  allowance  in  pocket- 
money  was  frequently  ipent  among  fea- 
men  ;  and  as  the  battle  of  la  Hogue, 
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wherein  the  French  loft  twenty  one  fhips 
of  the  line,  had  happened  a  few  years  be¬ 
fore,  and  that  many  of  the  failors,  who 
had  ferved  in  the  fleet,  and  fought  in  that 
ever  memorable  abtion,  to  fatal  to  France 
and  to  the  fchemes  of  the  unfortunate 
King  James,  had  come  to  refide  near  the 
place  where  Mr.  Vernon  was,  fo  he  talk¬ 
ed  with  them  upon  the  feveral  fcenes  they 
had  gone  through.  Thefe  he  would  often 
rehearfe  amoug  his  fchool-fellows,  who 
at  that  very  time  began  to  call  him  by 
the  name  and  title  of  Admiral  Vernon  ; 
an  appellation  which  in  his  riper  years  he 
lb  honourably  bore. 

As  the  lecretary  his  father  obferved  the 
natural  turn  of  his  fon’s  genius,  fo  he  was 
too  wife  to  thwart  it  immoderately,  not- 
withftanding  his  great  inclination  and  that 
ef  his  lady  to  train  Mr.  Edward  up  to 
the  law.  He  indeed  ufed  fome  endea¬ 
vours,  and  even  proceeded  to  ule  the  fe¬ 
rula,  in  order  to  make  him  dilcontinue 
his  watry  purfuits,  and  perhaps  would 
have  perfifted,  had  not  the  mother  fre¬ 
quently 
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quently  interpofcd.  One  day  in  particu¬ 
lar,  the  fecretary  was  infilling  with  him, 
partly  by  promifes,  partly  by  threaten- 
ings,  to  give  over  the  thoughts  of  the  fea 
fervice,  as  being  a  (late  of  continual  dan¬ 
ger,  and  fubjedting  a  perfon  to  live  con- 
flantly  among  the  molt  grovelling  let  of 
mortals,  the  very  dregs  and  refufe  of  the 
people.  “  Common  feamen  and  common 
“  foldiers,53  replied  Mr.  Edward,  “  may 
ct  deferve  to  be  called  fuch,  but  amona 

J  a 

“  the  commanders  and  admirals  few  of 
“  thefe  are  to  be  found.”  The  fecretary 
then  called  for  a  copy  of  Virgil,  in  which 
he  defired  his  fon  to  interpret  that  portion 
of  the  firft  book  of  the  JEneid,  which 
contains  the  defcription  of  the  florin 
which  fcattered  the  fleet  of  fEneas,  and 
which  w:as  fo  violent  that  the  wind  fplit 
the  waters  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  the 
ground  which  they  covered  might  be  feen 
dry,  and  drove  him  and  his  companions 
on  the  fhore  of  Carthage.  “  This  florm,” 
faid  Mr.  Vernon,  “  proceeded  from  the 
“  imagination  of  the  poet,  more  than 

B  4  “  from 
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“  from  any  real  thunder,  lightning,  or 
“  agitation  in  the  air;  for  it  is  not  very 
“  likely  that  iEolus  finould  have  the  winds 
“  fhut  up  in  a  mountain,  and  be  able  ta 
“  force  the  fame  out  by  the  ftroke  qf  a 
fct  fpear.” 

The  fecretary  then  ordered  him  to 
tranflate  that  colloquy  of  Erafmus  called 
the  Shipwreck,  in  which  the  veffel  is  re- 
j  prefented  as  rifing  fo  high  on  the  top  of 
a  billow,  that  at  one  time  a  perfon  might 
iay  his  hand  upon  the  moon,  and  at  an¬ 
other  time  finking,  in  a  manner,,  into 
the  centre  of  the  earth.  “  Are  you  not,” 
laid  the  father,  “  perfuaded  now  ? 55 
“  Thefe  defcriptions,”  anfwered  Mr.  Ver¬ 
non,  “  never  move  me  ;  a  Dutchman’s 
“  imagination  may  be  as  fertile,  and  may 
iC  be  as  much  at  liberty,  as  that  of  an 
“  Italian  *,  both  of  them  are  fiditious 
“  alike  :  but  if  a  perfon  is  to  be  affright- 
cc  ened  by  dangers,  there  never  had  been 
“  an  exploit  upon  earth.”  To  which  the 
fecretary  anfwered,  with  great  mildnefs, 
and  with  that  gravity  and  compofure, 

which 
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which  fo  much  become  a  parent  when 
fpeaking  to  a  child  upon  a  delicate  fub- 
je<5t,  concerning  what  fphere  he  is  to  a£t 
in  hereafter,  “  Your  refolution  feems  to 
“  be  fixed,  and  to  be  as  unalterable  as 
“  thofe  of  Cato  himfelf.”  “  Yes,”  re¬ 
plied  the  fon,  with  a  modefty  fuitable 
to  the  place  wherein  he  flood,  “  I  have 
“  adopted  the  refolution  of  Cato,  and 
though  I  do  not  chufe  to  imitate  him 
ct  in  every  thing,  yet  in  fome  things  1 
“  do  and  fo  repeated  the  following 
lines  from  the  fecond  book  of  Lucan’s 
Pharfalia,  concerning  that  ftridt  jufticiary 
heathen. 

Thefe  maxims  Cato  conftantly  obey’d. 
Each  end  he  view’d,  and  reafon’s  laws 
him  fway’d  j 

He  followed  nature,  nature’s  fway  him 
rul’d  j 

To  fave  the  ftate  his  pahions  he  con- 
troul’d 

*  Naturamque  fcqui patruzquc  impendent  v'ltcun* 
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The  father,  though  pleafed  to  find 
iuch  fagacity  in  his  fon,  and  fuch  a  fur- 
prifing  progrefs  in  his  ftudies,  was  yet 
unwilling  to  give  up  the  argument ;  for 
he  judged  that  thefe  uncommon  abilities 
would  affifl  him  to  make  a  bright  and 
fplendid  appearance  at  the  bar.  He  urged,, 
few  feamen  ever  attained  that  high  repu¬ 
tation,  which  generals  and  foldiers  fre¬ 
quently  acquired.  “  Methinks,”  faid  Mr. 
Vernon,  “  that  the  immortal  ly rick  poet 
has  bellowed  a  higher  encomium  upon 
*c  feamen  in  general,  than  ever  was  be- 
flowed  upon  thofe  moving  in  any  other 
fphere.” 

\  » 

His  heart  was  oak,  his  lungs  were  brafs. 
Who  firit,  in  brittle  fiiips,  did  try 
I  o  brave  the  feas  and  flormy  winds, 

And  ev’n  the  terrours  of  the  fky  *. 

*4  But,55  continued  the  father,  “  the  vie- 
14  tories  gained  by  fea  were  never  honour- 

*  I  Hi  rolur  &  ecs  triplex 
Circa  peffus  erat ,  qui  fr  agile  m  truci 
Cq  mini  fit  pelage  ratenu 
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ct  ed  among  the  Romans,  as  thofe  obtain- 
“  ed  at  land  :  triumphs  were  devoted  to 
“  the  conquerors.” — Here  Mr.  Edward 
interrupted,  and  faid,  “  Auguftus  Caefar 
“  made  a  more  glorious  figure  when  en- 
«  tering  Rome  after  the  defeat  of  Mark 
“  Anthony  and  Cleopatra  at  Adtium, 
“  than  ever  he  or  his  predecefior  Julius 
“  Caefar  did  before.  And  not  only  fo, 
“  but  the  apartment  in  the  fhield  of  JE- 
“  neas,  whereon  that  fignal  vidtory  is 
“  painted  in  fo  mafterly  a  manner,  is,  I 
«  am  told,  the  moft  glorious  epifode  in 
“  the  whole  defcription,  which,  if  you 
“  pleafe,”  continued  he,  “  I  lhall  repeat 
“  before  you.”  The  father  charmed  with 
the  propofal,  defired  he  might  go  on,  and 
accordingly  Mr.  Vernon,  in  obedience  to 
his  father’s  commands,  rehearfed  the  fol¬ 
lowing  lines  from  the  eighth  book  of  the 
JEneid. 

Mars  in  the  middle  of  the  fhining  fhield 
Is  grav’d, and  ftrides  along  the  liquid  field. 

B  6  The 
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The  Dine  foufe  from  heav’n  with  fwift 
defeent. 

And  Difcord  dy’d  in  blood,  with  gar¬ 
ments  rent, 

Divides  the  preace  :  her  fteps  Bellona 
treads, 

And  {hakes  her  iron  rod  above  their 
heads. 

This  feen  ;  Apollo  from  his  A&ian  height 

Fours  down  his  arrows  ;  at  whofe  wing¬ 
ed  flight. 

The  trembling  Indians  and  Egyptians 
yield  ; 

And  loft  Sabseans  quit  the  wat’ry  field  ; 

The  fatal  miftrefs  *  hoiffs  her  filken  fails. 

And,  fhrinking  from  the  fate,  invokes 
the  gales : 

Aghaft  fhe  looks,  and  heaves  her  breaft 
for  breath. 

Panting  and  pale,  for  fear  of  future  death. 

The  god  f  had  figur’d  her  as  drawn  a- 
long 

In  winds  and  waves,  and  feudding  thro* 
the  throng. 

Juft 


Cleopatra* 


t  Vulcan. 
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Juft  oppofite,  fad  Nikis  opens  wide 

His  arms  and  ample  bofom  to  the  tide,. 

And  fpreads  his  mantle  o’er  the  winding 
coaft. 

In  which  he  wraps  his  queen,  and  hides 
the  flying  hoft. 

The  viftor  *  to  the  gods  his  thanks  ex- 
prels’d. 

And  Rome  triumphant  with  his  prefence 
blefs’d. 

Three  hundred  temples  in  the  town  he 
plac’d, 

With  fpoils  and  altars  ev’ry  temple  grac’d. 

Three  ftiining  nights,  and  three  luc-d 
ceeding  days. 

The  fields  refound  with  (bouts,  the 
ftreets  with  praife, 

The  domes  with  fongs,  the  theatres 
with  plays  ; 

All  altars  flame  ;  before  each  altar  lies, 

Drench’d  in  his  gore,  the  deftin’d  facrifice. 

Great  Ctefar  fits  fublime  upon  his  throne. 

Before  Apollo’s  porch  of  Parian  ftone  ; 

*  Augujlus  Cafar . 

4  ✓  * 

Ac- 
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Accepts  the  prelents  vow,d  for  vidlory, 
And  hangs  the  monumental  crown  on 
high. 

Vaft  crowds  of  Vanquifh’d  nations  march 
along. 

Various  in  arms,  in  habit  and  in  tongue. 

Many  other  examples  might  have  been 
quoted,  and  even  fome  from  the  hiftory 
of  England,  concerning  the  more  fatal 
flrokes  given  to  a  fate  by  obtaining  a 
vi&ory  by  lea,  than  conquering  by  land  ; 
but  it  would  not  be  fuppofed,  that  in  fa 
tender  an  age,  every  tiling  could  occur. 

By  the  time  that  this  dialogue  ended, 

I  upper  was  ready  to  be  fet  upon  the  table  j 
and  company  coming  in,  another  dif- 
courfe  was  introduced,  and  fo  the  matter 
was  dropped  at  that  period. 

However,  on  retiring  to  his  chamber, 
the  fecretary  informed  his  lady  of  what 
had  palled  between  him  and  her  fon,  and 
fie,  willing  to  favour  the  afpiring  genius 
of  the  youth,  gave  it  as  her  fincere  opi¬ 
nion. 
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nion,  that  no  boy’s  inclination  fhould  be 
violated  in  the  choice  of  an  employment, 
but  that  this  liberty  was  to  fupply  the 
want  of  a  perfonal  eftate ;  and  that  on 
this  and  many  other  accounts,  the  youth 
fhould  be  left  to  purfue  the  bent  of  his 
own  genins,  and  to  follow  that  employ¬ 
ment  for  which  nature  feemed  to  have 
defigned  him. 

From  that  time  forward  he  was  free 
from  all  manner  of  follicitations,  and  the 

I 

father  became  furnifhed  with  a  new  argu¬ 
ment,  to  prevail  upon  his  Ion  to  ftudy 
the  Latin  tongue  more  affiduoufly  than 
hitherto:  for,  fays  he,  46  As  you  intend 
“  to  be  a  feaman,  know  that  after  leaving 

England,  you  will  find  but  few  to  con- 
“  verfe  with  in  the  Englifh  language. 
46  Acquaint  yourielf  well  with  the  Latin 
64  tongue  ^  for,  by  means  of  it,  you  may 
44  foon  attain  the  knowledge  of  any  o- 
4C  ther.” 

His  advice  v/as  followed ;  and  from 
that  day  forward  he  applied  clofely  to 

tne  perufal  of  the  colloquies  of  Corderius 

and 
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and  Erafmus,  in  which  are  contained  the 
different  forms  of  converfation  upon  the 
hour,  upon  different  articles  of  life. 

By  application  and  practice,  he  was 
capable,  at  the  age  of  lixteen,  of  holding 
a  dialogue  in  Latin,  for  the  fpace  of  an 
hour,  upon  any  ordinary  fubjed. 

But  though  the  prejudices  of  the  fecre- 
tary  againft  a  fea  employment  were  con¬ 
quered,  yet  the  feeds  of  averfion  to  his 
fon’s  following  that  bufinefs  were  not  en¬ 
tirely  rooted  up.  He  did  not  indeed  in  • 
lift  againft  his  proceeding,  but  then  he 
gave  no  diredions  towards  preparing  for 
it,  or  qualifying  him  for  profecuting  his 
intentions.  The  young  man,  of  his  own 
proper  motion,  defired  he  might  be  initi¬ 
ated  in  mathematical  learning,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  be  taught  the  theory  of  navigation 

and  geography. 

»  *• 

For  this  purpofe  he  was  fent  to  the 
univerfity  of  Oxford,  where  he  attended 
the  lectures  of  Dr.  John  Keil,  Savilian 
profdfor  of  aftronomy.  Under  him,  he 
attained  a  general  knowledge  of  geome- 
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try,  but  little  or  navigation,  oi  of  the 
practical  parts,  which  people  feldoin  tail 
acquire  at  any  publick  ichool. 

Upon  his  return  from  the  univerfity, 
he  ft u died  the  theory  of  navigation  under 
a  private  tutor*,  and  afterwards  applied 
to  fortification  and  gunnery,  and  taking 
the  plans  of  towns.  In  all  which  branches 
he  made  a  very  confiderable  progress . 

The  age  in  which  he  lived  was  the  lat¬ 
ter  part  of  that  period  of  time,  which  the 
French  hiftorian  Voltaire  diftinguifhes  by 
the  name  of,  “  The  age  of  Lewis  XIV. 
An  age  in  which  military  difeipline  was 
obferved  with  equal  ftrieftnefs  as  in  the 
days  of  Brutus,  Camillus,  and  even  Csefar 
himfelft 

France  became  a  feminary  of  foldiers ; 
and  the  fpirit  for  war  diffufing  itfelf,  by 
means  of  French  gold,  through  the  dif¬ 
ferent  nations,  Europe  was  for  many  years 
one  continued  feene  of  blood,  rapine,  and 
{laughter. 


Lewis 
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Lews  XIV.  had  his  emiffaries  in  every 
court  of  Europe,  and  the  moll  part  of  the 
courts  of  the  empire  were  aflually  in  his 
Pay-  Germany  was  in  a  blaze  through 

h,S  means ;  >’et  commerce,  trade,  and 
manufactures  were  encouraged  by  him  : 

the  fciences  were  generoufly  patronifed, 
wh:c,i  had  lo  good  an  effed,  that  the  in¬ 
genious  vied  with.  each  other  in  finding 
out  new  dilcoveries,  and  the  grand  mot 

narch  always  countenanced  thefe  with  his 
royal  approbation. 


But  of  all  the  new  difeoveries,  nothin® 
pleafed  him  and  the  royal  family  f0  much 
as  thele  which  tended  to  improve  the  art 

-  oi  war-  An  inllance  of  which  we  {hall 
give. 


In  the  year  1677,  when  the  Dauphin 
vifited  the  royal  oblervatory  at  Paris,  M.  ' 
Romer  the  profeffor  of  allronomy,  among 
other  things,  fliewed  him  a  machine,  out 
of  which  a  fyringe  dilcharged  water,  de¬ 
scribing  the  curve  called  a  parabola, 
more  or  left  excentric,  according  to  the 
different  degrees  of  elevation  :  thus  exhi- 
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biting  by  ocular  demonftration  what  Mr. 


Blondel  had  demonitrated  by  means  of 
geometry ;  and  confirming  by  practice  the 
theory  which  M.  de  Perrault  had  advan¬ 
ced  concerning  the  afcent  and  deicent  of 
heavy  bodies.  The  Dauphin,  the  fame  I 

whofe  mind  was  formed  by  the  precepts  I 

of  the  immortal  Telemachus,  wrote  by  I 

the  eminent  and  worthy  Fenelon,  beitow  • 
ed  a  preient  upon  M.  de  Romer,  which 
gave  him  as  grand  an  opinion  of  the  ge- 
nerofity  of  the  prince,  as  his  highnefs  had 
of  the  other’s  ingenuity.  | 

The  news  fpread  throughout  Europe  j  | 

the  experiment,  fo  eafy  to  be  performed,  *  I 

was  received  every  where  with  the  utmoft 
applaufe*,  and  Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  whofe  1 

difcoveries  were  beyond  the  reach  of  other 
men,  fhewed  by  his  theory,  the  caufe  why  1 

a  projeftile  defcribed  the  figure  of  a  pa-  I 

rabola. 

Id appy  was  it  for  Mr.  Vernon,  to  live 
in  an  age  wherein  the  world  was  illumi-  1 

nated  with  fuch  ufeful  knowledge ;  but  I 

flill  happier,  to  be  acquainted  with  the  I 
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man  who fc  divine  genius,  by  the  applied 
tion  of  geometry  to  his  philofophical  en¬ 
quires,  had  dilcovered  the  true  fyflem  of 
th^  vvoud,  laid  down  a  theory  to  account 
foi  all  the  irregularities  of  the  moon,  the 
cubing  and  flowing  of  the  iea,  the  paths 
of  the  comets,  and  whatever  nature  had 
hitherto  concealed. 

He  was  perfonally  acquainted  with  Sir 
li.ijv,  who  treated  him  with  the  tender- 
nefs  and  affedion  of  a  father,  and  who 
fiequently  fhewed  him  the  ftars  and  co n* 
ftellations.  lie  was  the  flrft  who  fhewed 
him  the  method  of  taking  the  latitude 
by  an  obfervation  of  the  pole  ftar,  tell¬ 
ing  him,  that  he  wifhed  an  inftrument 
could  be  found  for  difeovering  the  lonoi- 
tilde,  that  is,  the  eafting  and  welling  of 
one  place  from  another,  but  this  he  de- 
fpaired  of. 

England  at  that  time  was  happy  in  her 
generals  as  well  as  in  men  of  fpeculation 
and  genius.  The  duke  of  Marlborough, 
whole  couufels  were  as  hurtful  to  France 
as  his  arms,  was  then  at  the  head  of  her 


armies. 
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armies,  and  fuch  was  his  authority  as  to 
command  the  fubmiffion  of  the  troops  of 
Holland  :  the  Dutch  yielded  to  him. 

He  had  under  him  feme  of  the  ablelt 
generals  that  ever  Europe  produced  ;  a- 
mong  thele  were  the  duke  of  Argyll,  the 
earls  of  Orkney  and  Stair,  the  viicount 
Cobham  •,  the  generals  Rofs,  Hay,  and 
Douglafs  *,  generals  Wood  and  Stanhope; 
men  who  did  honour  to  their  country, 
and  while  they  were  dreaded,  yet  pro¬ 
cured  the  love  and  efteem  even  of  their 
very  enemies.  They  never  undertook  the 
execution  of  a  fcheme  which  they  did  not 

accomplish,  nor  ever  returned  from  an 

% 

expedition  without  effecting  their  bufi- 
nefs. 

Nor  was  Britain  lefs  fortunate  in  her 
admirals  and  lea  officers,  than  in  her  ge¬ 
nerals  and  commanders  on  land.  The 
navy  at  that  time  was  under  the  beft  re¬ 
gulation  ;  there  was  no  animofity  among 
them,  no  divifion  interrupted  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  beft  concerted  projects. 


The 
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The  office  of  lord  high  admiral  was 
then  vetted  in  the  perfon  of  a  prince, 
whole  father’s  throne  had  frequently  been 
fhaken  by  the  intrigues  and  cabals  of  the 
court  of  Verfailles.  The  heart  of  Prince 
George  of  Denmark  was  entirely  bent 
upon  promoting  the  glory  of  his  royal 
confoit,  infeparably  connedled  with  the 
i  nterefl  and  happinels  ot  her  people.  Pie 
pitched  upon  men  of  merit  and  experi¬ 
ence  to  go  forth  with  the  fleets,  and  to 
execute  his  fchemes. 

The  name  of  a  Rook,  a  Wager,  a 
Ruffe  I,  and  a  Byng  founded  fear  into  the 
*ars  of  Frenchmen,  and  imprinted  a  pan- 
nic  into  the  hearts  of  the  other  nations. 

The  name  of  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel 
was  mentioned  with  terror  both  in  France 
and  Spain,  and  through  the  different  ports 
of  the  Mediterranean. 

So  many  great  perfons  were  of  them- 
felvcs  fufficient  to  ennoble  any  nation,  and 
to  promote  the  glory  of  any  monarch  ; 
which  yet  might  not  have  fhone  with  fo 

bright 
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bright  a  luftre,  if  afceneof  aftion  had  not 
opened  by  the  intrigues  and  policy  of 
France  in  every  quarter,  but  particularly 
in  England  itfelf. 

The  court  of  France  by  evil  counfels 
had  ruined  the  affairs  of  Charles  I.  In 
compenfation  for  the  catholick  league, 
which  they  gave  out  to  have  been  craftily 
fomented  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  which 
at  once  ravaged  the  provinces  of  the  king¬ 
dom  ;  Hie  framed  a  covenant  *,  which 
flie  artfully  difperfed  by  her  emiffaries, 
and  in  her  turn  diftrafted  the  kingdoms 
of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland.  She 
had,  by  her  infinuations  and  policy,  ruin¬ 
ed  the  affairs  of  Charles  II.  whom  fhe 
prevailed  on  to  cede  Dunkirk,  at  the  mo¬ 
derate  price  of  500,000  1.  She  had  pro¬ 
cured  the  favour  of  the  duke  of  York, 
by  encouraging  him  to  aft  the  mer¬ 
chant,  to  the  great  detriment  and  Iofs  of 
the  trading  part  of  the  city  of  London. 

*  The  folemn  league  anti  covenant,  contrived 
by  cardinal  Richlieu,  and  (worn  to  by  the  kino- 
-doms  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland. 


She 


2J. 

i 


The  LIFE  of  - 


She  had  by  her  emifiarics  endeavoured  to 
overturn  the  proteftant  church  of  Eng¬ 
land,  and  had  fpirited  up  the  fhort-fighted 
King  James  to  make  a  general  mafiacre 
of  the  Proteftants,  of  which  fhe  herfelf 
had  fet  fo  recent  and  fo  glaring  an  ex¬ 
ample. 

That  unfortunate  monarch  lifted  too 
much  to  the  voice  of  evil  counfellors,  and 
to  the  daily  follicitation  of  a  pettifh,  re¬ 
vengeful  Italian  lady,  who  was  of  the 
fame  family  with  Katherine  de  Medicis, 
the  contriver,  I  had  almoft  laid  the  exe¬ 
cutioner,  of  the  mafiacre  of  Paris,  on  the 
i  ft  of  Auguft  1572. 

By  the  advice  of  his  confort,  and  of 
his  prielts  and  confeflfors,  he  was  inexo¬ 
rable  to  the  tears  and  cries  of  the  duke  of 
Monmouth,  who  abje&iy  begged  his  life 
upon  his  knees.  He  had  advanced  judge 
Jeffries  to  the  poll  of  lord  high  chancel¬ 
lor  of  England,  as  a  recompence  for  a 
chain  of  unparalelled  feverities.  He  had 
difgufted  the  city  of  London,  by  caufing 

one  of  the  molt  confiderable  aldermen  ot 

the 
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the  metropolis,  to  be  hanged,  drawn,  and 
quartered -in  Cheapfide,  on  account  of  a 

fham  confpiracy.  He  had  raifed  the  mur- 

\ 

mur  and  refentment  of  many  corporations, 
by  violating  their  privileges,  calling  in 
their  charters,  and  declaring  his  will  to  be 
abfolute,  and  himfelf  to  be  above  the  law'. 
He  had  drawn  againft  his  conduit  an  uni- 
verfal  clamour,  by  confining  feven  bifhops 
to  the  Tower,  and  breaking  through  the 
privileges  of  the  two  univerfities  :  he  had 
irritated  the  army,  by  filling  up  the  com- 
millions  with  popilh  officers  •,  and,  to 
crown  all,  he  is  faid  to  have  let  up  a  ficti¬ 
tious  child,  as  his  fon. 

Thefe  were  fome  of  the  many  things 
which  rendered  the  people  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  ready  for  a  revolt,  and  eager  to  grafp 
at  the  firft  opportunity  of  entering  hear¬ 
tily  into  a  war  with  France,  to  whom,  as 
the  natural  enemy  of  England,  the  fpring 
of  all  the  above  grievances  was  afcribed. 

The  people  of  Britain,  almoft  to  a 
man,  rofe  up  againft  King  James,  and 
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had  recourfe  to  the  firft  proteftant  heir 
tor  relief.  The  prince  of  Orange,  who  was 
great  in  his  vi&ories,  refigned  in  his  mif- 
fortunes,  and  admirable  in  his  fchemes, 
had  a  general  invitation  given  him  by  the 
army,  the  church,  and  the  ftate  :  he  came 
to  the  deliverance  of  Britain  from  tyranny 
and  oppreffion,  and  foon  was  the  enter. 

prize  crowned  with  a  fuccefs  that  is  un- 
paralelled. 

i 

No  fooner  was  he  upon  .the  throne, 
than  to  gratify  the  univerfal  call  of  an  in- 
cenled  people,  he  declared  war  againft 
France  ;  and  though  with  little  fuccefs  at 
firft,  as  the  people  of  Britain  were  ftran- 
gers  to  arms,  having  been  engaged  in  no 
war  for  many  years,  yet  there  were  able 
and  experienced  leamen  ftill  to  be  found. 
The  fleets  of  England  at  this  period  tri¬ 
umphed  over  thofe  of  France,  and  by 
the  advantages  gained  by  fea,  fufficiently 
made  up  any  lofles  and  difappointments 
that  were  felt  at  land. 


The 
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The  fleets  of  France  had  fuffered  great¬ 
ly,  they  were  generally  conquered  ;  and 
the  Britifh,  by  the  oppofltion  made  to 
them,  had  occafion  of  learning,  by  expe¬ 
rience,  to  ftand  the  brifkeft  afiaults,  and 
to  prefs  forward  through  fire  and  imoke, 
as  we  fhal!  fee  hereafter. 

Under  one  of  thel'e  great  commanders, 
who  had  d i ft ingui fined  himfelf  in  King 
William’s  wars,  did  Mr.  Vernon  fir  ft 
enter  upon  the  fea  fervice.  I  he  firfi  ex¬ 
pedition  in  which  he  was  concerned,  is 
famous  in  the  annals  ot  England.  He 
was  with  Admiral  Hopfon  in  the  Torbay, 
at  the  deftroying  of  the  French  fleet  of 
thirty  fail  of  the  line,  and  twenty  two 
Spanifh  galleons,  in  the  harbour  of  Vigo, 
on  the  1 2th  of  October  1702. 

This  expedition,  lo  glorious  in  itfielf, 
and  fo  lacal  to  the  enemy,  was  conducted 
by  Sir  George  Rook,  in  the  Somerfet, 
and  executed  by  Vice-admiral  Hopfon. 
By  favour  of  a  thick  mift,  after  having 
lure  information  of  the  pofition  of  the 
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enemies  fhips  from  M.  Beavoir,  a  gentle¬ 
man  of  Jeriey,  and  chaplain  on  board  the 
Pembroke,  they  came  clofe  to  the  mouth 
of  the  harbour  in  the  mornins.  The 
preceding  night  was  fpent  in  debarking 
the  troops,  and  making  the  necefiary  dif- 
pofitions  for  conquering  the  difficulties, 
which  the  French  had  thrown  in  their 
way. 

M.  Chateau  Renaud,  the  French  ad¬ 
miral,  had  drawn  up  the  fleet  beyond  a 
very  narrow  ftreight,  about  a  mile  over, 
defended  by  a  boom  on  the  one  fide, 
and  platforms  on  both  fides,  whereon  he 
had  planted  his  be  ft  and  largeft  guns.  He 
had  likewife  laid  athwart  it  a  very  ftrong 
boom,  made  up  of  marts,  yards,  cables, 
top-chains,  and  cafks,  faftened  together 
with  ropes,  feveral  yards  in  circumference, 
underrun  with  hawlers  and  cables, and  kept 
fteady  by  anchors  caft  on  both  fides  of 
it :  the  top-chain  at  each  end  was  moored 
to  a  fhip  of  feventy  guns.  Within  the 
boom,  five  men  of  war,  of  fixty  or  fe¬ 
venty 
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venty  guns  each,  were  fo  moored,  with 
their  broadfides  fronting  the  entrance  of 
the  {freights,  that  they  might  fire  at  any 
fhips  that  came  near  the  boom  and  plat¬ 
forms. 

However,  thefe  precautions  were  not 
fufficient  to  terrify  minds  refolute  in  them- 
felves,  inured  to  danger,  and  zealous  for 
promoting  the  glory  of  their  country. 
Every  one  vied  who  fhould  be  the  fir  ft  to 
venture  his  life  in  the  daring  adventure. 

To  the  intrepid  vice-admiral  Hopfon 
did  the  honour  fall  of  firft  forcing  into  the 
harbour.  The  whole  fleet  bore  up  brifk- 
ly  to  the  boom  •,  but  all  of  a  fudden,  when 
the  van  was  got  within  fhot  of  the  bat¬ 
teries,  it  became  fo  calm,  that  they  were 
obliged  to  come  to  an  anchor.  In  a  little 
time,  a  frefh  gale  fpringing  up,  Hopfon 
in  the  Torbay,  being  next  to  the  boom, 
immediately  cut  his  cables,  clapt  on  all 
his  fails,  bore  upon  the  boom  amidft  all 
the  fire  of  the  enemy,  btoke  through,  it 
at  once,  caft  anchor  between  the  Bour- 
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bon  and  Efperance,  two  men  of  war  which 
the  French  admiral  had  placed  near  to 
lupport  it  j  the  Torbay  recived  feveral 
broadfides  from  them. 

His  example  was  followed  *,  the  Dutch 
vice-admiral  entered  by  the  very  paffage 
which  Mr.  Hopfon  had  made,  and  foon 
took  the  Bourbon. 

All  this  time  the  Torbay  was  in  im¬ 
minent  danger,  for  fhe  was  clapton  board 
by  a  firefhip,  which  fired  her  rigging,  and 
muft  have  deftroyed  her,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  following  accident. 

The  French  firefhip  had  been  a  mer¬ 
chantman  laden  with  fnuff,  and  haftily 
fitted  up  for  a  firefhip.  She  blew  up  in 
an  inftant,  but  the  fnuff  fuffocated  the 
flame,  and  fo  prevented  the  dreadful  ha- 
vock  that  was  lookt  for  from  this  engine 
of  definition. 

However,  the  Torbay  buffered  greatly  ; 
her  foretopmaft  was  fiiot  by  the  board  ; 
an  hundred  and  fifteen  of  her  men  were 
killed  and  drowned,  nine  were  wounded. 

All 
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All  her  iails  werefcorched  and  burnt ;  her 
foreyard  was  burnt  to  a  coal,  and  her 
larboard  fhrouds,  fore  and  aft,  were  burnt 
to  the  dead  eyes,  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
though  fhe  was  preferved,  the  admiral 
was  obliged  to  leave  her,  and  hoift  his 
flag  on  board  the  Monmouth.  . 

But  while  admiral  Hopfon  was  engaged 
with  the  enemy’s  fhips,  captain  Bocken- 
ham,  in  the  Aflociation  of  ninety  guns, 
laid  his  broadfide  againft  a  battery  of 
feventy  guns,  on  the  left  fide  of  the  har¬ 
bour;  and  captain  Wynell  in  the  Barfleur, 
of  the  fame  force,  battered  the  fort  on 
right. 

Thus  for  fome  time  there  was  a  con- 
fiderable  firing  of  great  and  final!  (hot  on 
both  Tides,  till  the  French  admiral,  fee¬ 
ing  the  platform  and  fort  in  the  hands  of 
the  vidtorious  Englifh,  his  firefhip  fpent 
in  vain,  the  Bourbon  taken,  the  boom 
cut,  and  the  confederate  fleet  pouring  in 
upon  him,  he  fet  fire  to  his  own  fliip,  and 
ordered  the  captains  of  the  other  fhips  in 
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his  divifion  to  follow  his  example ;  which 
was  begun  in  fuch  hurry  and  confufion, 
that  nine  of  the  galleons  were  taken,  four 
ol  which  by  the  Englilh,  and  five  by  the 
Dutch,  the  reft  being  funk,  burnt,  or 
otherwife  deftroyed :  the  men  of  war 
fhared  the  fame  fate  with  the  galleons. 

The  money  in  gold  and  filver,  taken 
on  this  occafion,  amounted  to  fix  millions 
of  pieces  of  eight,  the  Spaniards  having 
carried  about  fourteen  millions  out  of  the 
galleons  a  few  days  before. 

This  great  advantage  on  the  fide  of  the 
Englilh  and  Dutch  was  purchafed  at  the 
expence  or  a  fnrall  number  of  lives  j  few 
fhips  fullered,  except  the  Torbay,  as  men¬ 
tioned  before.  The  Kent,  whofe  boat- 
fwain  was  wounded,  had  her  foremaft 
fiiot,  and  two  men  killed.  The  Barfleur’s 
foremaft  was  lhotj  fhe  had  two  men  kil¬ 
led,  and  as  many  wounded. 

The  land  forces,  who  had  annoyed  the 
enemy  during  the  time  that  the  fleet  was 
entering,  and  feeonded  the  others  opera¬ 
tions, 
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tions,  fullered  but  little,  confidering  the 
dangerous  enterprize  in  which  they  were 
engaged.  They  only  loft  two  lieutenants 
and  forty  foldiers,  who  were  killed  on  the 
fpot :  colonel  Perrie  was  wounded  in  the 
thigh,  by  a  cannon  ball  from  one  of  our 
own  men  of  war;  colonel  Seymour,  co¬ 
lonel  Newton,  and  Mr.  Talmaffi,  with 
thirty  private  foldiers,  were  wounded 
alfo. 

-  On  the  fide  of  the  French,  the  lofs  was 
pretty  equal  to  that  of  the  allies;  but 
then,  about  four  hundred  officers  and  men 
were  taken  prifoners ;  among  whom  M. 
de  Algeire,  commodore  of  the  fquadron, 
the  M.  de  Galiffoniere,  M.  du  Sorrel, 
and  feveral  other  officers  of  note.  The 
French  admiral  and  Spaniffi  general,  with 
fome  others,  made  their  efcape;  but  Don 
Jofepho  Cheion,  the  Spaniffi  admiral, 
was  made  prifoner. 

The  confequence  of  the  victory  was  a 
vaft  booty  both  of  plate  and  other  things ; 
a  great  quantity  of  which,  particularly 
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the  French  property,  being  found  at 
Rodondella,  an  harbour  which  lies  a- 
bove  Vigo,  the  duke  of  Ormond,  com¬ 
mander  of  the  land  forces,  ordered 
the  fame  to  be  immediately  divided  a- 
mong  the  officers  of  that  part  of  the 
fleet  which  feconded  the  efforts  of  his 
grace. 

The  expedition  to  Vigo  ending  fo  much 
to  the  glory  and  advantage  of  the  confe¬ 
derates,  the  united  fleets  of  England  and 
Holland,  after  embarking  the  land  forces, 
fet  fail  on  the  19th  of  Odtober,  and  en¬ 
tered  the  Channel  on  the  6th  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  where  they  feparated,  each  fleering 
to  their  refpedtive  harbours.  The  Eng- 
liffi  came  up  to  Chatham,  where  they  were 
welcomed  with  repeated  acclamations  and 
huzzas.  The  queen  herfelf  beftowed  up¬ 
on  the  officers  and  foldiers  marks  of  her 
royal  approbation  :  fome  had  medals  and 
chains  of  gold  given  them,  and  the  others 
had  prefents  according  to  their  refpective 
ftations,  Mr.  Vernon’s  behaviour  was 

par- 
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particularly  remarked  by  admiral  Hopfon 
himfelf,  and  by  him  he  vvas  recommended 
to  the  admiralty. 

The  city  of  London,  whofe  wealth  and 
grandeur  entirely  depended  on  trade  and 
commerce,  invited  the  admirals  and  offi¬ 
cers  to  dine  at  Guildhall,  where  a  mofl 
magnificent  and  fplendid  entertainment 
was  prepared  for  them,  and  where  the 
freedom  of  the  city  was  preferred  to  them 
in  golden  boxes.  Mr.  Vernon  was  at  the 
entertainment,  and  fhared  in  the  honour 
conferred  by  the  metropolis. 

In  the  year  1702.  a  war  was  begun, 
which,  in  the  fpace  of  feven  years,  re  * 
duced  France  almoft  to  defpair  and  mi- 
fery.  Her  fleets  were,  before  the  end 
thereof,  obliged  to  feek  for  fhelter  within 
her  own  harbours. 

’Tis  true,  they  fhewed  their  head  in 
America,  whither  Sir  George  Rook  de¬ 
tached  captain  Walker  in  the  Burford, 
with  five  third  rates  and  ten  tranfports, 
having  four  regiments  on  board,  which 

C  6  entirely 
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entirely  changed  the  face  of  affairs  in  that 
part  of  the  world ;  for  they  effectually 
blocked  up  the  harbours  in  Hifpaniola, 
iunk  feveral  privateers,  took  the  town  of 
la  Bayliffe,  and  Baffeterre  in  Guardalupe, 
burnt  and  deftroyed  the  enemies  houfes, 
works,  iugar  canes,  and  provifions. 

In  this  expedition,  Mr.  Vernon  was  no 
more  than  a  fecond  lieutenant  on  board 
the  Refolution.  However,  in  this  ftation 
he  had  a  fair  opportunity  of  acquainting 
himfelfwith  the  Leeward  iflands ;  which 
he  afterwards  knew  fo  well,  that  he  drew 
plans  of  the  harbours,  and  founded  the 
bays  with  fuch  exactnefs,  that  fcarce  a 
bank  of  fand  efcaped  his  obfervation. 

After  deftroying  the  (hipping  of  the 
enemy,  the  fleet  returned  into  England, 
where  rejoicings  were  already  made,  on 
account  of  the  advantages  gained  by  Sir 
George  Rook  in  the  Channel  fervice. 

So  many  Ioffes  were  of  themfelves  fuf- 
ficient  to  have  ruined  any  nation,  yet 

Lewis 
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Lewis  le  Grand,  thirfting  after  univerfal 
monarchy,  had  ftill  a  number  of  courtiers 
about  him,  whofe  heads  were  ever  em¬ 
ployed  in  contriving  fchemes  for  extri¬ 
cating  him  out  of  all  his  difficulties.  Nor 
was  he  difmayed,  notwithftanding  the 
king  of  Portugal  had  joined  in  the  grand 
alliance  againft  him. 

In  the  year  1 703,  the  Dutch  were  found 
to  correfpond  with  the  common  enemy, 
who  fitted  out  a  fquadron  of  men  of  war 
from  Dunkirk,  with  whom  the  Salisbury 
and  Adventure  falling  in,  thefe  were 
taken  by  them. 

Upon  this,  rear  admiral  Byng,  with 
five  fhips  of  the  line,  was  ordered  to  lie 
in  wait,  and  intercept  them  ;  and  rear 
admiral  Beaumont  was  flationed  off  that 
port  for  the  fame  purpofe,  but  in  vain  ; 
for  the  French  fhips  got  in  with  their 
prizes,  betore  thele  could  get  up  with 
them. 

Short  liv’d  was  the  joy  of  the  French 
court  on  account  of  this  advantage  j  for 
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rear  admiral  Dilkes,  on  the  2  2d  of  July 
1703,  took  fifteen  fail  of  merchantmen, 
burnt  fix,  and  funk  three,  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  Granville  ;  and  on  the  27th, 
feventeen  more  merchant  fiiips  were  de- 

ftroyed,  with  two  men  of  war,  and  one 
was  taken. 

Sir  CJoudefiey  Shovel  had  Jikewife  good 
fnccefs  this  year.  He  greatly  interrupted 
the  enemy’s  commerce,  and  took  feveral 
rich  prizes,  in  their  return  from  the  Weft 
Indies :  and  having  in  four  months  time 
vifited  the  port  of  Lifbon,  he  entered  the 
Mediterranean,  and  arrived  at  Algier, 
fpreading  terror  wherever  he  came. 

The  only  difafter  which  the  Engli/h 
met  with  this  year,  was  in  the  ftorm  which 
role  on  the  26th  of  November,  and  was 
lo  violent,  that  the  Vanguard,  Northum¬ 
berland,  the  Stirling-caftle,  and  the  Refto- 
ration,  with  the  Mary,  a  fourth  rate,  were 
deftroyed  ;  as  were  the  Mortar  bomb, 
the  Refolution,  the  Litchfield,  the  New- 
caftlc,  the  Vefuvius  firefhip,  and  Arun¬ 
del. 
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del.  All  the  men  of  the  laft,  being  one 

hundred  and  fifteen,  were  faved,  as  were 

/ 

fome  of  the  other  fhips  company  •,  but  of 
the  whole,  about  one  thoufand  five  hun¬ 
dred  and  nineteen  feamen  were  drowned. 

The  year  1704  wore  a  promifing  a- 
fpe£t.  The  king  of  Spain,  fince  known 
by  the  name  of  Charles  VI.  emperor  of 
Germany,  was  conveyed  by  a  fleet  of 
Englifh  and  Dutch  men  of  war  to  Lif- 
'  bon,  where  he  arrived  from  Portfmouth 
on  the  25th  of  February,  in  thirteen  days. 
In  failing  up  the  Tagus,  the  king  was  fa- 
luted  by  all  the  forts  and  caftles,  with 
a  triple  difcharge  of  all  their  cannon, 
ftriking  their  flags  three  feveral  times  be¬ 
fore  they  fired. 

Sir  George  Rook  anchored  with  the 
fleet  below  Belem,  a  league  fhort  of  the 
king’s  palace  *,  where  Mr.  Methven,  the 
Englifh  ambaflfador’s  fon  (his  father  being 
confined  with  the  gout)  went  on  board, 

and  welcomed  his  majefty,  in  name  of 

the 
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trie  queen  of  England,  as  did  the  duke  of 
Cad  aval,  the  fame  evening,  in  name  of 
his  majefty  of  Portugal. 

I  he  catholic  king  lent  immediately  the 
pi  ince  of  Lichtenftein  to  return  the  com¬ 
pliment,  and  to  condole  his  Portuguefe 
majefty  on  the  death  of  the  Infanta,  his 
eldeft  daughter,  whom  the  king  of  Spain 
was  to  have  married,  had  fire  not  died  a 

few  days  before  his  arrival. 

/  ^ 

On  the  27th  of  February,  the  king  of 
Spain  was  received  at  Lifbon,  in  a  man¬ 
ner  fufficient  to  defcribe  the  magnificence 
of  the  Portuguefe. 

He  was  on  board  the  Royal  Catherine, 
which  With  the  other  firips  of  war,  failed 
up,  and  anchored  over  againft  the  royal 
palace,  the  caftles  on  both  fules  the  river 
firing  continually.  Between  four  and  five 
in  the  afternoon,  the  king  of  Portugal, 
accompanied  by  the  two  princes  his  eldeft 
fons,  with  fcveral  of  the  grandees,  em¬ 
barked  on  board  a  very  noble  brigantine, 
rowed  by  forty  men,  clad  in  crimfon  vel¬ 
vet. 
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vet,  faced  with  filver,  attended  by  the  reft 
of  the  nobility  in  barges  and  feluccas, 
and  went  on  board  the  admiral’s  fhip. 
When  his  majefty  came  by  the  fhip’s  fide, 
he  ftruck  his  flag  and  when  he  entered 
the  fhip,  Sir  George  ftruck  his,  let  fly  his 
ftreamer,  and  faluted  him  with  twenty 
five  guns,  which  was  taken  from  the 
whole  fleet,  and  anlwered  on  Ihore.  His 
catholic  majefty  received  the  king  ot 
Portugal  at  the  ladder  head,  which  upon 
this  occafion  was  made  very  commodious, 
and  conducted  him  to  his  cabin,  giving 
him  the  right  hand.  Alter  a  fliort  ftay 
there,  and  taking  a  molt  magnificent  de- 
1'ert  prepared  for  them,  the  two  kings 
entered  the  brigantine. 

On  putting  off,  both  (hips  hoifted  their 
flags,  and  Sir  George  gave  two  falutes, 
each  of  five  and  twenty  guns,  which  the 

other  fhips  followed. 

His  catholic  majefty  had  the  right 
hand  on  board  the  brigantine,  and  both 

kings  landed  under  a  triumphal  arch, 

eredted 
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cded  at  tae  head  of  a  very  magnificent 
uilt  for  that  purpofe.  The 
bndge  was  adorned  with  feveral  other  tri¬ 
umphal  arches,  which  run  a  good  way 
into  the  river  from  the  palace  gate. 

At  landing,  the  king  of  Portugal  gave 
his  cathonc  maiefty  the  right,  and  taking 
im  by  the  hand,  led  him  along  the  bridge 
to  the  palace,  and  to  the  royal  chape), 
where  le  Deum  was  fung  on  account  of 
tne  lafe  arrival  of  the  catholic  king. 

.  Hls  cathoIic  majefty,  in  token  of  his  en¬ 
tire  fatisfadlion,  complimented  SirGeoro-e 

Rook  with  a  fword,  the  hilt  of  which  was 
fet  with  diamonds,  a  buckle  for  an  hat¬ 
band,  and  a  hook  to  cock  up  a  hat  fet 
with  diamonds  aJfo.  To  captain  Wifhart 
he  gave  his  picture  fet  with  diamonds, 
and  two  hundred  guineas.  To  captain 
hletcher  the  like  picture,,  but  of  lets  va¬ 
lue,  and  one  hundred  guineas.  To  each 
of  the  captains  who  carried  over  his  re-  ' 
tunic,  one  hundred  guineas  and  a  gold 
medal  ;  and  to  the  other  captains  fifty 

piftoles 
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dftoles  each,  and  fifty  for  their  refpe£tive 

ompanies.TolordArchioaldHamiltoii  an  J 

:aptain  Bertie,  each  the  like  pidtuie  as  to 
;aptain  Fletcher,  and  an  hundred  guineas. 
Fo  colonel  Griffith  of  the  board  of  green 
:loth,  his  majefiy’s  pi&ure.  He  likewife 
ordered  a  thoufand  pifloles  to  be  diflri- 
buted  among  the  other  officers  of  the 
queen’s  family  who  had  attended  upon 
him.  Mr.  Vernon,  who  was  in  the  ad¬ 
miral’s  own  flii p5  had  an  hundred  gui¬ 
neas  and  a  ring  from  his  majefiy’s  own 
hand. 

At  Lifbon  there  was  nothing  but  plays, 
mafquerades,  and  feftivals,  till  the  5th, 
when  Sir  George  Rook  failed  from  Lif* 
bon,  leaving  vice  admiral  Leake,  with 
orders  to  remain  there.  However,  he  did 
not  get  clear  of  the  river  till  the  pth  *,  and 
the  next  day,  he  had  intelligence  from  a 
Dutch  privateer  of  three  Spanifh  Imps 
of  force  and  a  dogger,  with  whom  he 
came  up  on  the  12th,  and  took  them  after 

a  fhort  refiftance.  He  returned  to  Lifbon 

with 
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with  his  prizes,  where  the  fleet  was  rein¬ 
forced  on  the  2 1  ft,  by  one  fecond  rate 
man  oi  war,  four  third  rates,  and  two 
firefhips  from  England,  where  a  change 
had  happened  in  the  miniftry,  and  the 
cai  1  of  Nottingham  had  resigned  his  place 
of  fecretary  of  ftate. 

Sir  George  Rook  was  not  the  only  per- 
ion  to  diftrels  the  French  this  year  by  fea  \ 
'for  commodore  Butler,  in  his  expedition 
to  the  coaft  of  Normandy,  deftroyed  the 
French  commodore,  a  fliip  of  twenty 
two  guns,  a  frigate  of  fourteen,  with  ten 
merchantmen,  and  two  privateers,  to  the 
weftward  of  Grandance  bay. 

Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  took  four  prizes 
alfo.  Fie  was  joined  at  lea  by  Sir  George 
Rook,  who  failed  from  Lifbon  on  the 
29th  of  April,  with  thirty  feven  fhips  of 
trie  line,  and  four  firefhips. 

In  a  few  days,  the  FYcnch  fleet,  under 
the  command  of  the  count  de  Tholoufe, 
a  natural  fon  of  Lewis  XIV.  appeared 
oif  the  Rock  of  Lifbon,  directing  their 

courfe 
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courfe  to  the  Mediterranean  ;  upon  which 
a  frigate  was  difpatched  with  the  news  to 
Sir  George,  who,  in  place  of  going  to 
Nice  or  Villa  Franca,  diverted  his  courfe 
to  wait  for  the  enemy  ;  fix  of  whole  Chips 
of  war  fell  in  with  the  Englifh  fleet  off 
Cape  Palos,  to  the  eaftward  of  Cartha- 
gena,  nigh  which  port  they  had  elcaped 
in  the  night  time. 

From  Carthagena  Sir  George  proceed¬ 
ed  to  Barcelona,  where  fome  troops  were 
landed,  while  the  fleet  bombarded  it  by 
fea,  but  to  no  purpofe ;  and  therefore  he 
retired,  after  reimbarking  the  marines. 

Having  put  to  fea  with  a  good  breeze, 
on  the  27th  of  May,  the  French  fleet  were 
deferied,  and  purfued  into  the  harbour  of 
Toulon,  whence  Sir  George  fleered  his 
courfe  to  the  mouth  of  the  Streights, 
where  he  was  joined  by  the  fquadron  un¬ 
der  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel,  between  whom 
and  him  it  was  agreed  to  make  a  fuclden 
attempt  on  Gibraltar. 

The 
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The  fleet  was  then  about  feven  leagues 
to  the  eaftward  of  Tetuan,  whence  they 
failed  on  the  night  of  the  20th,  and  in 
the  morning  got  into  the  bay. 

The  fame  evening  the  marines,  both 
Englifh  and  Dutch,  to  the  number  of 
eighteen  hundred,  headed  by  the  prince 
of  He  fife,  were  landed  on  the  lfthmus  to 
the  northward  of  the  town.  This  done, 
his  highnefs  fent  a  fummons  to  the  go¬ 
vernor,  demanding  the  town  fhould  be 
furrendered  to  King  Charles  III.  which 
being  fefufed,  the  admiral  ordered  in 
feme  boats,  under  captain  Whitaker,  who 
burnt  a  French  privateer  at  the  old  Mole. 

On  the  23d,  loon  after  the  break  of 
day,  the  (hips  being  all  placed,  a  furious 
cannonading  began.  Above  10,000  fhot 
were  dilcharged  in  five  hours,  again  ft  the 
town.  The  enemy  were  beat  from  their 
guns  in  every  quarter. 

The  fouth  Mole  head  was  taken  pof- 
feflion  of  by  captains  Whitaker,  Hicks, 

and 


Admiral  VERNON.  47 

and  Jumper;  they  pufhed  on  fhore  with 
their  pinaces  and  fome  armed  boats.  The 
enemy  fprung  a  mine,  which  blew  up  the 
foi  tifications  upon  the  mole,  killed  two 
lieutenants,  with  about  forty  private  men, 
and  wounded  fixty.  However,  the  brave 
tars  kept  pofieffion  of  the  platform,  until 
captain  Whitaker  had  landed  the  other 
featnen  who  had  been  ordered  upon  the 
fervice.  They  advanced,  took  a  redout 
half  way  between  the  mole  and  the  town, 
and  poffdled  themielves  of  many  of  the 
enemy’s  cannon. 

The  admiral  on  this  lent  a  letter  to  the 

governor,  and  another-  to  the  prince  of 

Hefie,  defiring  his  highnefs  to  fummon 

the  garrilon  peremptorily  to  furrender  the 
town. 

Accordingly,  the  next  day  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  a  capitulation  was  propofed  by  them, 
and  hoftages  were  exchanged.  The  ca¬ 
pitulation  being  concluded,  every  thino- 
in  the  place  was  given  up,  except  three 
brafs  cannons,  with  twelve  charges  of 

powder  - 
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powder  and  ball,  provifion  for  fix  days 
march,  and  whatever  might  be  carried  out 
in  trunks  and  portmanteaus.  The  fubjedts 
of  the  French  king  were  only  excepted. 

Things  being  thus  fettled,  the  prince 
marched  into  the  town  in  the  evening, 
took  poffeffiori  of  the  land  and  north  mole 
gates,  and  the  outworks. 

They  found  an  hundred  guns  mounted 
on  the  ramparts,  all  facing  the  fea,  and 
the  two  narrow  paflfes  to  the  land.  There 
was  a  lufficient  quantity  of  ammunition 
and  provifion  *,  but  then  the  garrilon  con¬ 
fided  only  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  men, 
who,  if  lefs  numerous,  might  have  de¬ 
fended  the  works,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
mod  fkilful  engineers,  againft  feveral 
thou  lands.  But  what  cannot  bravery, 
when  feconded  by  conduct  and  experi¬ 
ence,  be  able  to  do  ! 

* 

The  aflailants  had  only  fixty  men  kill¬ 
ed,  two  of  whom  were  lieutenants,  and 

one  a  mailer  of  a  fhip.  Two  hundred 

and 
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and  fixteen  were  wounded  ;  among  whom 
was  one  captain,  feven  lieutenants,  and 
a  boatfwain :  a  very  inconfiderable  lofs 
in  obtaining  fo  great  and  fo  glorious  a 
conqueft. 

It  is  a  failing  in  human  nature,  to  raifc 
doubts  where  there  are  none,  and  to  figure 
dangers  when  thefe  are  at  the  greatefi: 
dillance,  in  this  promoting  the  enemy’s 
caufe  more  than  the  enemy  themfelves  do. 

However,  this  was  not  the  cafe  with 
Sir  George  Rook,  nor  with  the  prince  of 
Hefie  ;  they  pulhed  boldly  on,  “  and 
“  fortune  favoured  the  brave.”  For  the 
day  of  the  attack  being  Sunday,  almoft 
all  the  women  in  the  town  had  gone  to  a 
little  chapel  at  four  miles  diftance,  to  im¬ 
plore  the  affiftance  of  the  virgin  Mary  : 
the  Englilh  and  Dutch  foldiers,  being  on 
tne  iftnmus  that  divides  Gibraltar  from  the 
main  land,  were  between  the  Spanilh  iol- 
diers  and  their  wives,  which  was  a  very 
great  inducement  to  the  citizens  to  oblige 
the  governor  to  capitulate. 
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The  reduction  of  Gibraltar  was  follow¬ 
ed  by  a  fea-fight  off  Barcelona,  between 
the  French  fleet  and  thofe  of  England  and 
Holland  :  the  former  confided  of  fifty 
fhips  of  the  line,  and  eight  frigates  >  the 
latter  of  three  and  fifty,  twelve  of  which 
were  Dutch. 

The  engagement  began  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  13th  Augud,  and  continued 
obdinate  for  two  hours,  when  the  van 
and  rear  of  the  French  began  to  give  way, 
the  former  fled  from  Sir  Cloudefley  Sho¬ 
vel,  and  the  latter  from  the  Dutch  admi¬ 
ral.  However,  rhe  main  body  of  the 
French  was  very  flrong,  and  the  ammu¬ 
nition  of  the  Englifh  fhips  being  fpent 
before  Gibraltar,  feveral  fhips  of  rear 
admiral  Byng’s  and  Dilke’s  divifion  with¬ 
drew  from  the  line  ;  fo  that  the  taking  of 
Gibraltar  was  the  deliverance  of  the  fleet 
commaded  by  the  count  de  Tholoufe. 

The  battle  ended  with  the  day ;  and 
the  French  fleet,  by  the  help  of  their 
gallics,  went  to  the  leeward,  never  more 

to 
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to  return  to  the  charge,,  which  Sir 


George  Rook  wanted  to  renew  next 


morning;. 

U 


Both  fleets  were  roughly  handled,  every 
captain  and  failor  behaving  beyond  the 
power  of  cavil  or  reflexion  :  the  Englifix 
Ipirit  never  was  more  prevalent  than  in 

the  feamen  on  that  memorable  day. 

The  French  fteered  for  Toulon,  and 
the  confederates  returned  to  Gibraltar, 
whence  Sir  George  Rook  fet  out  for  En^- 
.land,  taking  with  him  fuch  of  the  fliips 
as  had  not  been  difabled,  having  left  Sir 
John  Leake  with  the  reft. 

He  arrived  at  Spithead  on  the  25th  of 
September,  and  on  the  29th  waited  on  the 
queen,  who  received  him  in  the  moft  gra¬ 
cious  manner  •,  and,  with  her  royal  con- 
iort,  exprefled  an  entire  fatisfaftion  with 
every  part  of  his  conduct. 

On  the  9th  of  Otlober,  Sir  Cloudefley 
Shovel  and  ieveral  of  his  captains  went  to 
Windfor  to  wait  on  her  majefty,  who  re- 
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ceived  them  very  gracioufly,  and  confer¬ 
red  the  honour  of  knighthood  on  captain 
John  Jennings,  commander  of  the  St. 
George,  for  his  fignal  fervice  in  the  late 
fea-engagement.  Not  long  after,  the  fame 
honour  was  conferred  on  George  Byng 
efq;  rear-admiral  of  the  red  fquadron, 
and  on  Thomas  Dilkes  efq-,  rear-admiral 
of  the  white.  The  other  officers  and  fea- 
men  likewife  ffiared  amply  of  the  royal 
bounty,  and  Mr.  Vernon  received  a  purfe 
of  two  hundred  guineas  from  her  maje- 
fty’s  own  hand. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1705,  the 
Spaniards  belieged  Gibraltar.  The  French 
were  defirous  to  have  it  reftored,  but  the 
Engliffi  were  eager  to  retain  it. 

The  efforts  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon, 
now  more  clofely  than  ever  united  in  one 
common  caule,  were  iruitlefs.  1  hey  lolt 
feveral  of  their  (hips  at  different  times 
particularly,  on  the  10th  of  March,  three 
of  their  men  ot  war  were  taken,  and  two 
others,  one  of  them  the  Magnanimous, 

on 
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on  board  of  which  was  the  admiral  Mon- 
fieur  de  Ponti,  run  a-lhore  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  Marbella,  and  were  burnt  by  the 
French  themfelves  *,  whofe  courage  not 
abating,  it  was  judged  proper  to  keep  a 
fleet  conftantly  in  the  Mediterranean  for 
favouring  the  operations  of  the  war. 

Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  was  again  fent 
into  thefe  parts.  He  hoifted  his  flag  on 
board  the  Britannia,  and  was  followed  by 
feven  more  fhips  of  the  line,  commanded 
by  Sir  John  Jennings.  On  their  coming 
to  Lifbon,  the  united  fleets  of  England 
and  Holland  confided  of  three  firft  rates, 
fix  fecond  rates,  twelve  third  rates,  and 
eight  fourth  rates,  in  all  twenty  nine  fhips 
of  the  line,  befide  fifth  and  fixth  rates, 
fire-fhips,  bomb-vefiels,  and  fmall  craft. 

On  the  17th  of  July,  his  catholic  rna- 
jefty  went  on  board  the  Ranelagh  at  Lif¬ 
bon,  and  failed  for  Gibraltar ;  where, 
under  protection  of  the  fleet,  he  firft  took 
poflfeflion  of  his  kingdom. 

D  3 
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,  From  Gibraltar  the  fleet,  having  twelve 

thoufand  land  forces  on  board,  failed  on 
the  5th  of  Auguft  to  Altea  bay,  wjiere 
they  watered,  and  where  the  people  came 

. !n  *rom  2,11  Parts  to  offer  their  fervice  to 
■'";S  ^-‘larles,  and  to  implore  his  pro- 
tedion.  I  hey  brought  with  them  all 
manner  of  provifion  and  refrefnments, 
tor  which  they  were  liberally  paid.  The 
erher  towns  and  villages,  for  an  hundred 
miles  round,  foon  followed  their  example. 
In  feveral  places,  the  peafants  rofe  in  a 

uody,  and  feized  fome  towns  in  which 
was  but  a  (lender  garrifon. 

From  Altea  the  fleet  failed  for  the  bay 
of  Baicelona;  where  having  anchored, 
the  Spaniards  began  to  fire  from  the  mole, 
and  from  a  battery  near  the  fea,  upon  the 
tranlports  as  they  approached  the  fhore. 
The  governor’s  jealoufy  not  a  little  con- 
tributed  to  this  (uccefs ;  for  being  appre- 
henfive  that  fome  of  the  garrifon  were  in 
the  interefl:  of  King  Charles,  he  deferred 
marching  out  of  the  town. 


The 
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The  next  day,  the  prince  of  Heflfe- 
Darmftadt  landed  with  the  forces,  unmo- 
lefted,  at  Badelona,  a  place  a  league  dif- 
tant  from  the  former,  the  inhabitants 
lending  all  poffible  affiftance.  Next  day, 
the  city  was  inverted,  while  the  people  of 
the  country  lecured  all  the  avenues  lead¬ 
ing  to  their  camp. 

On  the  17th  his  catholic  majefty  went 
on  rtiore,  the  whole  fleet  having  faluted 
him  at  his  departure.  He  was  welcomed 
by  a  triple  difcharge  of  the  fmall  arms 
from  the  camp  on  lhore,  and  by  the  loud- 
eft  acclamations  from  the  country  people 
who  came  in  crowds  to  receive  him. 

The  generals  however,  miftakine:  the 
ftrength  ol  the  place,  began  to  defpair  of 
fucceis,  and  the  fea  officers  declared  for 

bombarding  the  town  from  the  fleet, 

✓ 

while  the  approaches  were  made  by  land. 
But  as  the  king  would  not  confent  to  this, 
the  enterprize  was  near  being  laid  afide, 
and  a  refolution  taken  to  fail  for  Ferra¬ 
ri  4  gona* 
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gona ;  which  would  have  happened,  had 
not  the  king,  who  was  perfonally  prefent 
in  the  couci]  of  war,  interpofed.  ^ 

Both  Engliffi  and  Dutch  officers  were 

opinion,  that  their  force  was  unequal 

t0  l!ie  ‘‘“A  garrifon  being  nearly  as 
numerous  as  the  befiegers.  AJmoft  every 

perfon  was  perfuaded,  til!  the  king  him* 
lelf  arofe  from  his  feat,  and  in  a  fpeech 
wnich  i al ted  near  half  an  hour,  removed 
a‘‘  tneir  objedlions  ;  treating  every  one 
whofe  argument  he  handled  with  particu- 
hir  civilities  and  the  mod  generous  ad- 
drefs.  He  fupported  what  the  prince  of 
Hcne  had  aflerted  concerning  the  good 
affedions  of  many  in  the  town.  He  laid, 
that  in  the  uate  in  which  his  affairs  then 
flood,  nothing  could  be  propofed  but 
what  would  be  attended  with  difficulties. 
All  was  doubtful,  and  muft  be  put 
to  the  hazard,  and  this  feemed  lefs  dan¬ 
gerous  than  any  thing  elfe  that  had  been 
propofed.  “  Many,”  continued  he,  “  of 
.“  my  fubje&s  have  come  and  declared  for 

“  me, 
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me,  to  the  hazard  of  their  lives ;  it  be- 
“  comes  me  therefore  to  let  them  fee  that 
“  I  will  run  the  fame  hazard  with  them  : 
46  and  I  defire  that  every  one  of  you, 
“  gentlemen,  would  ftay  fo  long  with  me, 
“  till  fuch  attempts  fhall  be  made,  as  all 
€c  the  world  may  be  convinced  that  no- 
“  thing  could  be  done.  But  if  the  orders 
cc  given  any  of  you  oblige  you  to  leave 
“  me,  yet  I  cannot  leave  my  own  lub* 
“  jedts.” 

The  words  of  the  king  were  perfuafive. 
The  army  fat  down  before  Barcelona  ; 
nor  were  they  difeouraged,  though  the 
ftores,  upon  examination,  were  found 
defective  in  quality,  and  far  fhort  of  the 
quantities  which  by  their  lifts  they  ex- 
pefted  to  find.  Whether  this  followed 
Torn  treachery  or  carelefihefs  is  but  a  cir- 
cumftance,  there  is  much  of  both  in  all 
publick  offices-. 

The  prince  of  HelTe  advifed  the  fur- 
prifing  of  the  caftle  and  citadel  of Montjoy., 
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which  fcheme  the  earl  or  Peterborough 
approved  of.  The  attack  was  made  on 
the  fecond  of  September  with  great  refo- 
lution,  but  with  the  lofs  of  his  highnefs  1 
a  mufket-ball  palfed  thro’  his  thigh,  tore 
an  artery,  and  occafioned  a  vaft  effufion 
of  blood  ;  but  not  to  difeourage  his  men,' 
he  marched  on  as  if  he  had  not  been  wound-* 
ed,  till  the  lpirits  of  his  great  heart  being 
no  longer  able  to  fupport  him,  he  all  of  a 
ludden  fell  to  the  ground.  After  his  death 
the  affiailants  began  to  retire  by  the  orders 
of  the  commanding  officer,  of  which  the 
earl  of  Peterborough  being  informed,  he 
advanced  up  and  rallied  them,  tranfported 
with  indignation  at  the  orders ;  he  coun¬ 
termanded  them,  drew  his  fword,  and 
threw  away  his  fcabbard,  faying,  “  Sure 
“  I  am,  all  brave  men  will  follow  me.” 
On  this  the  men  marched  on  with  alacrity, 
his  lordlhip  expofing  himfelf  all  the  time 
•to  the  greatefl  danger. 

On  the  6th  the  citadel,  with  all  the 
works  belonging  to  it,  lurrendered  to  co- 

3  lone! 
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Jonel  Southwell,  who  was  made  governor 
of  it  as  a  recompence  of  his  bravery. 

After  this  fuccefs  the  fiege  was  puflied 
with  great  vigour,  the  trenches  were 
opened  on  the  ninth ;  a  battery  of  fifty 
guns  and  twenty  mortars  begun  to  play, 
andby  the  king’s  command,  the  bomb-vel- 
fels  threw  about  four  hundred  and  twelve 
ffiells  into  the  town.  Eight  men  of 
war  Englifh  and  Dutch,  under  Sir  Staf¬ 
ford  Fairnhorn,  cannonaded  it  from  the 
fea  ;  while  the  batteries  plyed  it  on  the 
fhore.  Many  of  the  townf-peopie  run  out 
in  crowds  for  protection  •,  others  mur¬ 
mured  exceedingly,  and  prefled  the  gover¬ 
nor  to  capitulate  :  their  intreaties  were 
heard  ;  a  capitulation  was  fignea  the  twen¬ 
ty-eighth,  when  the  gate  and  baftion  of 
St.  Antonio  was  delivered  up,,  as  was  the 
city  in  three  days  after. 

On  the  2d  of  October  the  king  made  his 
entry  into  Barcelona,  attended  by  feme  of 
the  grandees  of  Spain,  the  admirals  of  the 
fleet,  the  general  officers,  and  a  nume- 

^  '4 
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rous  retinue,  of  whom  Mr.  Vernon  was 
one :  the  people  received  him  with  re¬ 
peated  acclamations  and  huzzas;  and 
with  alacrity  took  the  oath  of  fidelity  to 
him,  being  charmed  with  his  behaviour, 
and  the  part  he  adled  in  gaining  the  town,’ 
in  which  he  continued  for  fome  time, 
being  (Lengthened  by  all  the  land-forces 
and  marines  that  could  be  fpared  from 
the  fleet,  which  under  Sir  Cloudefley  Sho¬ 
vel.  fet  fail,  having  put  on  board  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  Barcelona,  with  about  a  thou- 
fand  men  of  the  garrifon,  who  were  the 
only  people  not  to  lift  in  the  fervice  of 
king  Charles.  The  admiral  landed  thefe 
at  Alicant  and  Malaga,  whence  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Gibraltar,  where  he  flayed  three 
days  ;  and  having  appointed  fome  fliiJ?s 
to  convoy  the  trade  from  Lifbon,  he  him- 
felf  arrived  at  Spithead  :  a  few  days  after 
he  came  to  London,  where  he  was  received;  I 
by  the  queen  and  prince  with  thofe  m.wG 


of  efteem  which,  his  fervices  deferred. 


Admiral  VERNON.  &i 

The  Spaniards  in  the  intereft  of  king 
Philip,  exerted  themfelves  for  the  recovery 
of  Barcelona,  while  the  Englifh  and  Dutch 
ufed  every  method  to  retain  it.  On  the 
1 8th  of  April  Sir  John  Leake  and  com¬ 
modore  Price,  with  fix  Dutch  fhips  of 
war,  came  opportunely  to  Altea,  where 
Sir  George  Byng  joined  him,  in  order  to 
relieve  the  place,  then  clofely  blocked  up 
by  a  French  fquadron  ;  while  a  numerous 
army  fat  down  before  it  on  the  land-fide. 
On  the  26th  the  earl  of  Peterborough 
went  on  board  the  Prince  George,  taking 
upon  him  the  command  of  the  fleet  as 
admiral  ;  and  next  day,  by  help  of  a  frefli 
gale,  came  before  the  town,  where  the 
forces  and  marines  were  landed,  to  the 
unfpeakable  joy  of  the  inhabitants,  who 
expe&ed  to  be  ftormed  that  very  night. 
They  were  next  day  reviewed  by  the 
king,  who  exprefled  his  gratitude  to  the 
generals,  in  terms  adequate  to  the  fenfe 
of  the  danger  he  was  in.  The  French 
continued  the  liege  lor  two  days  longer, 

but. 
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but,  on  the  30th  of  April  they  railed  it  in 
gieat  confufion  and  precipitation,  having 
lii  ft  let  fire  to  their  camp  and  ftores  5 
but  the  townl-people  foon  extinguilhed 
the  flames,  and  the  fugitives  were  terribly 
harrafted  by  the  volunteers  from  the  city, 
the  Miquelets  and  peafants  from  the 
mountains  fkirmiftnng  till  night  iepa- 
rated  them. 

jl  he  relief  of  Barcelona  was  followed 
by  other  advantages  :  the  kingdom  of  Va- 
icntia  declared  ror  king  Charles,  and  Car- 
thagena  was  furrendered  on  the  2d  of  June 
to  the  earl  of  Peterborough.  The  city  of 
Alicant  was  taken  by  ftorm,  the  caftle 
foon  furrendered,  Yvica  fubmittcd  to  the 
conqueror,  and  Majorca  was  reduced,  the 
inhabitants  themlelves  obliging  the  vice¬ 
roy  to  capitulate. 

The  enemy  was  annoyed  this  year  in 
™.my  parts  j  lor  oir  Stafford  bairborn, 
vice-admiral  of  the  red,  was  fent  on  an 
expedition  to  Rochfort,  having  with  him 
two  fnips  of  eighty  guns,  three  of  feventy, 


one 


one  of  fixty,  and  one  of  fifty,  to  be  fol-  I 

lowed  by  two  more.  1 

His  inftruftions  were  to  proceed  with  I 

all  poffible  fecrecy  to  the  mouth  of  the  i| 

river  Charente,  and  to  ufe  his  utmoft  en-  I 

deavours  to  take  and  deftroy  fuch  fliips  I 

as  the  enemy  might  be  fitting  out  from  I 

Rochefort,  which  commonly  lay  before  j| 

the  mouth  of  that  river,  to  take  in  their  I 

guns,  flores,  and  provifions  •,  when  he  i 

fhould  have  done  his  utmoft  in  this  at- 
tempt,  he  was  to  affift  at  a  council  of  war,  M 

to  confider  what  further  fervice  might  be 
performed  againft  the  enemy  in  the  Bay,  i 

or  on  the  French  coaft  or  elfewhere  ;  and 
to  endeavour  to  put  in  execution  what 
fhould  be  agreed  on,  fo  as  to  return 
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for  burning  the  enemy’s  fhips  before  Ro¬ 
chelle  ;  but,  the  winds  not  favouring,  he 
returned  to  Plymouth  on  the  1 7th  of  May, 
with  lome  final!  prizes  taken  between  the 
ifles  of  Rhe  and  Oleron,  where  they  like- 
wile  took  and  deftroyed  ten  trading  vefiels 
with  their  boats.  Another  defcent  was 
concerted  this  year  (ijo6)  upon  the 
French  coaft,  under  the  conduct  of  Sir 
Cloudefley  Shovel,  with  whom  Mr.  Ver¬ 
non  then  was ;  and  this  perhaps  would 
have  fucceeded,  had  not  the  Dutch  frus¬ 
trated  the  fcheme  by  their  delays. 

Though  the  Dutch  by  their  backward¬ 
ness  prevented  an  attempt  upon  the  coaft 
of  France,  yet  they  could  not  hinder 
their  proceeding  to  Alicant,  whither  Sir 
Cloudefley  Shovel  failed  from  Lifbon  Ja¬ 
nuary  the  7th,  1707;  the  forces  were 
landed  on  the  28th,  and  the  fleet  returned 
to  the  fame  port  on  the  1  ith  of  February. 

At  this  time  the  Britifh  troops  in  Spain 
being  in  great  want  of  money,  clothes, 
provifluns,  and  other  neccflaries-,  Sir 

George 
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George  Byng  failed  the  30th  of  March 
with  fupplies.  When  he  came  off  Cape 
Vincent,  he  had  an  account  of  the  battle 
of  Almanza,  which  made  him  proceed 
for  Tortofa,  taking  with  him  the  fick 
and  wounded  at  Deuca,  Gandia,  and  Va- 
lentia.  In  this  work  he  was  employed  af- 
moft  the  whole  month  of  April  ;  and 
from  thence  failing  to  Barcelona,  he  was 
joined  by  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  on  the 
20th  of  May,  wrhen  an  attempt  was  con¬ 
certed  againft  Toulon,  to  which  city  the 
duke  of  Savoy  and  prince  Eugene  were 
marching  at  the  head  of  thirty  thoufand 
men. 

1  he  fleet,  to  favour  the  operations  by 
land,  anchored  before  Final,  on  the  5th 
of  June.  From  Final  they  failed  to  a 
place  between  Antibes  and  Nice  *  at  the 
former  of  which  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel 
had  a  conference  with  the  duke  of  Savoy 
concerning  the  paflage  of  the  Var,  where 
the  enemy  had  thrown  up  entrenchments. 
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-our  Britilh  men  of  war  and  one  Dutch 
under  the  command  of  Sir  John  Norris'’ 
attended  by  about  fix  hundred  feamen 
anu  marines  in  open  boats,  failed  into  the 
loutioi  the  liver ;  and,  being  advanced 
v/ii.,nn  mufket-fhot  of  the  enemy’s  works, 

nUCC  kiCn  a  ternbJe  upon  them,  that 
tneir  cavalry,  and  many  of  their  foot, 

quitted  their  entrenchments. 


Sir  Cjoude%  followed  Sir  John  to  the 
place  or  adhon ;  and  obferving  the  difor- 
der  of  the  enemy,  he  commanded  him  to 
land  with  the  feamen  and  marines,  and 
fianK  rficrn  in  their  entrenchments.  This 
fervice  Sir  John  performed  with  fo  much 
conduct,  and  his  men  advanced  with  fo 
much  valour  and  refolution,  that  the 
f  rench  fled  from  their  works,  of  which 
Sir  John  took  poflefllon,  and  opened  a 
way  for  the  duke  of  Savoy,  who  pafied 
the  river  about  half  an  hour  after,  with¬ 
out  oppofition,  and  marched  direflly  to 
Toulon. 


This 
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This  fervice  done,  the  fleet  failed  for 
the  ifles  of  Hieres  j  and  on  the  15th  of 
July  the  army  came  to  Valet te  before 
Toulon.  They  directly  began  to  work 
on  a  line  which  was  to  extend  from  Va- 
lette  as  far  as  the  lea,  in  order  to  com¬ 
municate  with  the  fleet,  and  thence  to 
receive  artillery  and  provifions. 

The  17th,  admiral  Shovel,  with  fome 
of  the  chief  officers  of  the  fleet,  went  to 
the  camp,  and  had  a  conference  with  his 
royal  highnefs  and  the  other  general  offi¬ 
cers,  at  the  head  quarters  where  they 
dined. 

The  conference  turned  upon  the  flege 
of  Toulon  ;  to  fave  which,  and  to  pre¬ 
vent  their  whole  fleet  from  being  fired,  the 
French  funk  about  twenty  of  their  men  of 
war  in  the  harbour,  ten  of  which  were 
of  three  decks. 

/ 

On  the  2d  of  Auguft  the  batteries  were 
finifhed  on  both  fides,  and  began  to  play. 
The  confederate  fleet  came  to  an  anchor 
in  the  road,  where  the  divifion  under  ad¬ 
miral. 
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miral  Dilkes  forced  the  enemy  to  abandon 
a  battery  of  ten  guns. 

3.  he  next  day  fome  of  the  fhips  advan- 
cea  farther  into  the  road,  and  battered 
fort  St.  Lewis  with  ftich  fuccefs,  that  all 
the  guns  which  defended  it  were  filenced. 

On  the  4th,  the  French  made  a  vigo¬ 
rous  fally,  and  forced  moft  of  the  confe¬ 
derates  out  of  the  works  j  which,  with  an 
unlucky  accident  that  drove  Sir  George 
Byng’s  own  fhip  foul  of  a  Dutch  man  of 
[  war,  difcouraged  the  befiegers,  and  even 
made  prince  Eugene  declare  againft  con- 
tinuing  the  operations.  The  cannon  was 
withdrawn,  and  the  necefiary  difpofiri- 
ons  were  made  to  embark  the  fick  and 
wounded. 

On  the  ioth,  the  feet  drew  as  near  the 
town  as  poffible.  Five  bomb-vefiels, 
fupported  by  the  light  frigates,  and  the 
boats  of  the  men  of  war,  under  admiral 
Dilkes,  advanced  into  the  creek  of  fort 
St.  Lewis ;  and  notwithftanding  the  ene¬ 
my’s  great  fire,  bombarded  the  town  and 
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harbour  from  that  day  at  noon  till  five 
next  morning.  They  let  fire  to  the  great 
magazine  of  cordage  ^  quite  ruined  feve- 
ral  ftately  buildings  *,  and  deftroyed  eight 
men  of  war,  two  of  ninety,  one  of  eighty 
fix,  one  of  feventy  fix,  one  of  feventy, 
two  of  fixty,  and  one  of  fifty  four  guns  : 
but  the  enemy  brought  fo  many  guns  and 
mortars  againft  thofe  veflels  as  made 
them  retire  not  a  little  damaged. 

That  fame  night  the  confederate  army 
marched  from  Valette,  in  five  columns, 
taking  the  fame  route  as  they  did  when 
they  came  to  Toulon. 

The  expedition  againft  Toulon  failing, 
admiral  Shovel  withdrew  to  the  coaft  of 
Italy,  in  order  to  perform  fomething  that 
might  compenfate  their  difappointment  at 
Toulon:  but  as  nothing  was  to  be  done 
there,  he  fee  fail  for  England,  which  he 
unfortunately  never  reached.  For  on  the 
2 2d  of.  Odtober  he  came  into  the  found¬ 
ings,  where  he  had  ninety  fathom  water 
in  the  morning,  and  in  the  afternoon 
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brought  the  fleet  to,  and  lay  by  with  a  very 
frefh  gale  at  S.  S.  W.  the  weather  being 
hazy.  At  fix  at  night  he  made  fail  again, 
and  flood  away  under  his  courfes,  E.b.N. 
believing,  as  is  prefumed,  that  he  had 
the  channel  open,  and  faw  the  light  of 
Scilly.  Soon  after  which,  feveral  of  the 
fhips  made  the  fignal  of  danger,  as  he 
himielf  did.  Sir  George  Byng,  who  was 
about  half  a  mile  to  the  windward  of  him, 
faw  the  breaches  of  the  fea,  and  foon  after 
the  rocks  of  Scilly  above  water.  On  one 
of  which,  known  by  the  name  of  the  bi- 
fhop  and  his  clerks,  the  Affociation,  in 
which  wras  the  admiral,  ftruck  ;  and  in 
lels  than  two  minutes  there  was  nothing 
of  her  to  be  feen.  The  fhip  of  Sir  George 
By  ng  was  providentially  faved  by  his  own 
prefence  of  mind,  even  when  one  of  the 
rocks  was  almoft  under  her  main -chains. 
Sir  John  Norris  and  lord  Durfley  with  * 
great  difficulty  difentangled  themfelves 
trom  the  threatening  fate.  The  St.  George, 
0t  which  his  lordffiip  had  the  command, 
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was  dafhed  on  the  fame  ridge  of  rocks 
with  the  Afl'ociation  ;  and  the  fame  wave 
which  he  faw  beat  out  Sir  Cloudefley’s 
lights,  fet  his  fliip  a-float.  The  Eagle 
man  of  war  jaerifhed  with  all  her  crew  : 
the  Phoenix  was  loft,  but  her  crew  were 
faved.  In  this  fhip  was  Mr.  Vernon, 
who,  in  the  account  fent  to  his  friends  of 
the  difafter,  magnifies  the  greatnefs  of  the 
providence  by  which  he  was  faved  ;  and 
from  that  day  forward,  he  entertained  aw¬ 
ful  thoughts  of  a  future  ftate. 
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f'ke  procedure  of  Sir  John  Norris  to  the 
Baltick ,  where  contain  Vernon  was ,  with 
the  tranf actions  there:  articles  of  the 
peace  of  Utrecht ;  and  the  death  of  queen 


Anne . 


MIE  war  ftill  continuing  between 
the  allies  and  France,  Mr.  Ver¬ 
non  had  further  opportunities  of 


putting  in  practice  what  he  had  learned  in 
fo  many  years  campaigns,  and  under  the 
eye  of  fo  many  great  commanders. 

The  French  in  the  year  1707  had  fome 
fuccefs,  by  taking  leveral  Rufiia-  iner- 
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chant  fhips.  A  fquadron  of  their  men 
of  war  fell  in  with  a'  Britifii  fleet  of 
about  an  hundred  and  thirty  fail  for 
Lifbon  with  merchandizes,  provifions. 
aiiQ  iiores,  and  a  thoufand  hories,  which 
failed  from  Plymouth  on  the  9th  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  under  convoy  of  five  men  of  war. 
The  engagement  between  the  fleets  was 
long  and  obftinate,  and  though  few  of 
the  tranfports  were  taken,  yet  three  of  the 
men  of  war,  the  Cumberland,  Chefter, 
and  Ruby,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  ene¬ 
my  ;  the  Devon fhire  of  eighty  guns  was 
blown  up.  Mr.  Vernon  was  in  the  Royal 
oak  of  feventy  fix  guns,  which  the  Achille 
boarded  ;  but  both  of  the  bowfprits  being 
broken,  the  Britifh  fhip  made  off  for 
Kingfale,  where  fhe  arrived  with  fome 
few  veflels,  having  only  loft  twelve  men 
killed,  and  twenty  four  w'ounded. 

The  23d  of  Odtober  1707  was  memo¬ 
rable  for  the  meeting  of  the  firft  Britifh 
parliament,  which  after  two  adjournments 
fat  on  the  6th  of  November  for  the  dif* 
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patch  of  bufinefs.  The  commons  voted 
an  addrefs  to  her  majefty  for  her  gracious 
fpeech  from  the  throne ;  but  the  lords, 
inftead  of  this,  entered  immediately  upon 
an  examination  into  the  (late  of  the  navy, 
and  the  late  mifmanagements  :  which  on 
the  29th  were  taken  into  particular  con- 
fideration  in  a  committee  of  the  whole 
houfe,  where  the  queen  wras  prefent  incog¬ 
nito  ;  a  petition,  given  in  by  the  fheriffs 
of  the  city  of  London,  and  iubfcribed  by 
about  two  hundred  of  the  moft  eminent 
merchants  of  the  city,  was  read  j  com¬ 
plaining  of  the  great  Ioffes  they  had  lately 
luftained  at  fea,  for  want  of  convoys  and 
cruizers,  and  craving  a  fpeedy  remedy. 

A  very  warm  debate  arole  upon  the 
fubjedt,  the  rcfuit  of  which  was  to  appoint 
a  committee  to  receive  propofals  for  en¬ 
couraging  trade  and  privateers  in  the 
Weft-Indies  *  which  through  the  weak- 
nefs,  or  rather  the  bad  difpofition  of  thole 
who  had  credit  with  prince  George  of 
Denmark,  now  in  the  decline  of  life,  were 
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no  way  inconfiderable.  The  other  trading 
towns  followed  the  example  of  the  metro* 
polis,  and  were  feverally  heard  upon  the 
ground  of  their  complaints. 

To  remedy  former  difafters,  and  to 
protedt  the  nation  from  an  invafion,  Sir 
George  Byng  was  lent  with  a  fleet  to  the 
coaft  of  Scotland,  where  the  old  chevalier 
intended  to  land. 

On  the  6th  of  March  the  French  fleet 
failed  from  the  road  of  Dunkirk,  and  Sir 
George  getting  intelligence  of  them,  he 
purlued  them  to  the  firth  of  Forth,  whence 
he  drove  them,  and  took  the  Salifbury 
man  of  war,  in  which  were  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  French,  Englifh,  and  Irilh  officers  * 
the  reft  efcaped  to  Dunkirk. 

But  while  Sir  George  Byng  fcoured  the 
firth  of.  Forth,  Sir  John  Leake  and  Sir 
Edward  Whitaker  traverfed  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean,  in  which  the  latter  fucceeded  fo 
well,  as  to  reduce  the  ifiand  of  Minorca. 

At  the  time  he  was  making  prepara¬ 
tions  for  attacking  Portmahon,  he  order- 
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ed  captain  Butler  in  the  Dunkirk,  and 
captain  Fairborn  in  the  Centurion,  to  go 
and  batter  Fornelle,  that  the  tranfports 
might  fafely  ride  into  the  harbour  of  that 
name, 

They  anchored  before  it  the  ninth  of 
September,  after  vifiting  Barcelona,  Vado, 
and  the  coafi:  of  Sardinia  :  In  a  few  hours 
the  garrifon,  confifting  of  fifty  men,  fur- 
rendered  prifoners  of  war. 

On  the  nth  the  garrifon  of  Citadella, 
confifting  of  an  hundred  Frenchmen  and 
as  many  Spaniards,  furrendered  at  the 

fight  of  a  detachment  of  our  troops  and 

* 

two  men  of  war. 

On  the  1 7th  Portmahon  itfelf  was  re¬ 
duced  by  ftorm,  notwithftanding  the  ene¬ 
my’s  fire  from  their  forts.  They  beat  a 
parley  on  the  18th,  and  on  the  19th  pof- 
fefiion  was  taken  of  that  important  for- 
trefs  ;  which  was  a  fenfible  ftroke  to  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon. 

The  French,  in  order  to  retrieve  their 
Ioffes  and  difappointraents  in  the  Medi¬ 
terranean 
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terranean  and  ellewhere,  difpatched  M. 
du  Caffe  with  a  fquadron,  having  for  its 
deftination  no  lefs  than  the  conqueft  of 
Jamaica;  which  fell  to  Sir  Charles  Wa¬ 
ger's  Ihare  to  protedf,  who  had  cruifect 
on  the  coaft  of  Hifpaniola  for  feveral 
months  before, 

'X 

On  the  23d  of  December  he  came  into 
Pert-Royal,  where  he  confuted  with  his 
officers  on  the  different  advices  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  ;  at  the  fame  time  fending  out  ffiips 
and  floops  for  intelligence* 

t 

On  the  1 6th  of  February  he  failed  with 
the  Windfor,  Expedition,  Kingfton,  Se¬ 
vern,  Affiftance,  Hedlor  and  Vulture  fire- 
fhips  ;  and  receiving  advice  that  the  Spa- 
nifh  galleons  had  failed  from  Carthagena 
to  Portobello,  he  failed  for  that  place. 

On  the  25th  he  came  to  an  anchor  off 
the  ifle  of  Pines,  where  the  fleet  was  fop- 
plied  with  wood  and  water  :  but  being 
informed  that  the  galleons  would  not  fail 
till  May,  he  returned  again-  to  Port- 
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Royal,  where  he  arrived  on  the  6th  of 
.April,  and  continued  to  take  in  provi- 
hons  and  other  necertanes.  Which  being 
ejected,  in  about  eight  days,  he  again  let 
hail  for  Carthagena,  near  the  mouth  of 
which  difcovering  fevera]  veiTels,he  chafed 
them  as  far  as  far  as  Bocca  Chica. 

About  this  time  the  marts  of  the  Ex¬ 
pedition  man  of  war  were  damaged  by 
rounder,  which  however  did  not  hinder 
tne  admirai  Irom  purfuing  his  fcheme  of 
taking  the  galleons,  of  whofe  intended 
voyage  to  Carthagena  he  received  advice 
on  the  23d  of  May. 

About  ten  in  the  morning  of  the  28th 
he  got  fight  of  them,  and  relolved  upon 
the  attack.  1  he  Kingrton  was  ordered 
to  attack  the  vice  -admiral,  the  Portland 
to  engage  the  rear-admiral.  While  the 
commodore  made  up  to  the  admiral, 
which  he  plied  fo  clofe,  that  in  about  an 
hour  an  half  fhe  blew  up,  the  other  fhips 
feparated  in  the  dark  :  however,  their 
rear-admiral  was  chafed  and  taken,  and 
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the  reft  were  vigoroufly  purfued,  one  of 
which  was  burnt  by  the  enemy,  left  it 
fhould  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Englifh. 
After  this  expedition,  the  commodore  re¬ 
turned  to  Port-Royal  with  the  prizes  he 
had  taken. 

The  new  a<5t  of  parliament,  called  the 
cruifing  and  convoy  ad,  giving  all  prizes 
to  the  captors,  aiid  di reding  agents  to  be 
appointed,  being  come  to  Jamaica  before 
the  commodore’s  return,  he  thought  him- 
lelf  obliged  to  comply  therewith.  His 
temper  was  fweetened  by  the  commiflion 
for  being  rear-admiral  of  the  blue,  which 
was  brought  over  to  him  by  the  Jerfey, 
whereof  Mr.  vernon  was  captain,  who 
arrived  in  company  with  the  Monmouth 
..and  Roebuck  on  the  24th,  at  Port-Royal. 

Captain  Vernon  was  not  long  here  be¬ 
fore  he  gave  a  blow  to  the  enemy  :  for  in 

January  he  took  a  Spanifh  floop  laden  with 
tobacco,  and  retook  from  the  French 
Poops  a  Guinea  fhip,  in  which  were  four 
hundred  Negroes.  The  Portland  took  a 

E  4  French 


So 


The 


L  I  F  E  of 


French  prize  near  Cape  St.  Nicholas,  and 
the  Roebuck  brought  in  a  brigantine 
bound  to  Port*  t  ran^ois,  which  was  a  neff 
ior  French  privateers. 

After  the  fervice  of  the  year  was  up, 
admiral  Wager  let  fail  for  England,  and 
arrived  with  the  Jerfey,  on  the  20th  of 
November,  at  St.  Helens,  leaving  the 
command  of  the  fhips  at  Jamaica  with 
captain  Tudor  Trevor  >  to  whole  aiTift- 
ance  commodore  Littleton  was  fent  in  a 
fhort  time  after. 

On  the  24th  of  Auguft  the  commodore 
failed  with  the  Jerfey  and  Weymouth  from 
St.  Helens,  and  landed  at  Port-Royal  in 
Jamaica  on  the  28th  of  November  1710. 
Some  time  after,  a  fleet  of  fhips  arriving 
from  England,  having  eicaped  M.  du 
Caffe’s  fquadron  the  commodore  was  en¬ 
deavouring  to  engage. 

On  the  15th  of  July  he  fet  fail  towards 
Carthagena  for  this  very  purpofe,  and  on 
the  26th  arrived  on  the  coalt.  Flis  firft 
information  was  by  fome  trading  velTels 
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from  Madeira ;  his  next  by  a  Carthagena 
(loop,  in  which  was  found  a  letter  from 
the  governor  of  that  place  to  the  gover¬ 
nor  of  Mexico :  but  the  moft  circumftantial 
account  was  from  captain  Vernon  of  the 
Jerfey,  who  brought  in  with  him  a  mer¬ 
chant  fhip  belonging  to  Breft  of  thirty 
guns  and  an  hundred  and  twenty  men  ; 
which  fhip  had  failed  from  Port-Louis  in 
company  with  M.  du  Caffe.  She  came 
from  trading  on  the  coaft  of  Spain,  but 
had  put  all  her  money  on  fhore  at  Port- 
Louis. 

Captain  Vernon  in  the  Jerfey  was  next 
day  fent  to  the  coaft  of  New-Spain,  where 
arriving  on  the  28th  of  June,  he  looked 
into  the  port  of  Carthagena,  and  faw 
twelve  (hips,  fix  rigged,  and  fix  unrigged, 
among  the  former  of  which  he  believed 
the  vice-admiral  of  the  galleons  was ;  and 
befides  there  were  five  (loops  in  that  har¬ 
bour.  . 

On  thefe  affurances  the  admiral  failed, 
and  on  the  26th  of  July  he  arrived  on 
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[  coaft  of  New-Spain,  and  purfued  five 
fhips  intoBocca  Chica  the  entrance  of  Car- 
thagena  harbour.  He  Hood  off  to  fea  that 
night,  and  ftretching  in  the  next  morning, 
chafed  four  other  fhips.  Between  five  and 
fix,  a  prize  taken  by  the  Salifbury,  captain 
Robert  Harland,  came  up  with  him,  and 
engaged  the  vice-admiral  of  the  galleons  : 
the  Salifbury,  captain  Francis  Hofier,.foon 
did  the  fame ;  and  the  commodore  beins; 
juft  ready  to  fire  within  piftol-fhot,  the 
galleon  yielded.  She  had  fixty  brafs  guns, 
and  three  hundred  and  twenty  five  men. 

The  Jerfey  took  a  merchant  fhip  of 
four  hundred  tuns  and  twenty  fix  guns, 
laden  chiefly  with  cocoa  and  wool ;  but 
the  veffel  that  was  chafed  by  the  Nonfuch 
e  leaped.. 

Captain  Vernon  in  the  Jerfey  was  after¬ 
wards  fent  by  the  commodore  to  Port- 
Royal  in  Jamaica,  where  he  arrived  on 
the  17th  of  Odober,  with  a  fine  prize  of 
one  hundred  tuns,  laden  chiefly  with  in¬ 
digo  and  fugar,  which  he  had  taken  on 
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the  north  fide  of  Cuba.  The  Thetis,  a 
French  man  of  war  of  forty  four  guns, 
was  brought  in  by  the  Weymouth  and 
Windlor  into  the  fame  port. 

That  winter  captain  Vernon  in  the  Jer- 
fey  remained  at  Jamaica,  in  company 
with  commodore  Littleton,  by  whom  he 
was  frequently  fent  out  for  intelligence  : 
and  on  the  20th  of  February  he  run  a 
French  fhip  of  about  twenty  guns  on 
fhore,  where  fire  beat  to  pieces.. 

The  time  was  now  drawing  near  when 
the  face  of  affairs  in  Europe  was  entirely 
to  change.  For  France,  whole  fleets  fled 
on  all  fides  before  thofe  of  England  and 
Holland,  had  now  recourfe  to  every  art 
and  method  for  breaking  the  grand  alli¬ 
ance  between  the  Empire,  the  queen  of 
England,  and  the  States-generaL 

For  this  purpofe  no  fcheme  was  left 


untried  for  diftrafting  the  Britifh  counfels, 
and  for  bringing  over  a  party  in  the  Bri- 
tifh  miniftry  :  and  while  the  emiffaries  of 


France  were  laying  down  the  mighty  ad- 
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Vantages  that  would  accrue  to  England 
fioir.  a  peace  with  their  king,  a  project 
was  iet  on  foot  for  bringing  in  the  pre¬ 
tender,  And  though  the  duke  of  Marl¬ 
borough,  on  the  nth  1 71 1,  had  forced 
the  French  lines,  ‘  without  a  drop  of 
4  blood,’  yet  his  intereft  and  party  begun 
to  decline.  The  earl  of  Oxford  and  lord 
Bolingbroke  got  the  better  of  him.  His 
grace  was  difmiffed  from  all  his  employ¬ 
ments,  and  the  duke  of  Ormond,  who 
was  very  hearty  for  bringing  about  a  fepa- 
rate  peace,  was  fubftituted  in  his  room. 

A  ceffation  of  arms  was  proclaimed 
on  the  fame  day,  both  in  the  French  and 
Britifli  camps  :  a  ftep  to  which  the  after- 
progrefs  of  the  Frencli  arms  was  much 
owing.  They  regained  in  one  campaign 
what  they  loft  during  the  courfe  of  nine 
before. 

The  Britifli  fleets  did  not  much  inter¬ 
rupt  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  ene¬ 
my.  One  year  with  another,  the  admi¬ 
ralty  were  fhort  of  furnifhing  half  the 
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number  of  fhips  of  the  line  which  they 
ought  to  have  done.  This  deficiency  not 
only  obftru6ted  farther  conquefts  on 
France,  but  was  a  great  weakening  to  the 
Britifh  navy ;  the  Ships  being  obliged  to 
continue  in  greater  numbers  in  the  remote 
Seas, and  at  unfeafonable  times  of  the  year, 
to  the  great  detriment  of  trade  :  the  fhips 
which  fhould  have  been  employed  as  con¬ 
voys  and  cruifers  being  absolutely  necef- 
fary  to  Supply  their  deficiencies  *,  not  to 
mention  what  ufe  might  have  been  made 
of  thofe  in  the  Weft -Indies,  whence  cap¬ 
tain  Vernon,  after  a  three  years  ftay,  was 
recalled. 

What  tended  to  make  the  feamen  fick 
of  expeditions  was  the  frequent  disap¬ 
pointments  they  met  with,  particularly  in 
the  expedition  to  Quebec  in  Canada,  un¬ 
der  the  command  of  Sir  Hovenden  Wal¬ 
ker,  eight  tranfports  having  been  loft, 
with  about  nine  hundred  men,  including 
©fficers,  Soldiers  and  Sailors,  ’Tis  true, 
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the  men  of  war  efcaped  with  the  greateft 
hard  fit  ip  and  difficulty. 


1  he  efi-orts  of  France  at  laft  brought 
about  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  anno  1713  ; 
which,  among  other  things,  included  the 
following  articles :  The  fettlement  of  the 
crown  upon  the  illuftrious  houfe  of  Ha¬ 
nover  was  acknowledged  by  the  French 
king  .  7  he  union  between  France  and 
Spain  was  prevented  :  The  benefit  of  the 
a  (lien  to  trade,  and-  the  privelege  of  fend¬ 
ing  a  fit  ip  annually  to  the  Weft-Indies 
was  granted  to  the  South-fea  company, 
which  had  been  lately  erefted  ;  Gibraltar 
and  Pormahon  were  ceded  to  Great-Bri  ■ 
tain  :  Hudfon's  bay  and  the  Streights  were 
yielded,  and  the  damages  fuftained  by  the 
Engliffi  trading  thither  were  made  good  : 
All  rights  of  the  French  to  St.  Chrifto- 
pher’s  were  renounced  :  Nova  Scotia  and 
the  city  of  Annapolis-Royal,  with  their 
Dependencies,  were  left  in  the  pofteffiou 
of  the  Britifh  nation  :  Such  parts  as  the 

French. 
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French  pofleffed  in  Newfoundland  were 
yielded  *5  and  the  harbour  of  Dunkirk 
was  filled  up,  and  the  fortifications,  which 
coft  immenfe  fums,  were  demolifhed. 

However,  things  continued  in  an  un¬ 
fettled  date  till  the  death  of  her  majefty 
queen  Anne,  on  the  ift  of  Auguft  1714  ; 
which  again  brought  things  to  the  fame- 
channel  as  they  were  in  the  lifetime  of 
her  royal  conform 
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*The  accefflon  of  king  George  I.  to  the  throne . 
Proceedings  of  the  fleet  in  the  Baltick . 
Captain  Vernon  is  chofen  member  of  par¬ 
liament  for  Penryn . 


f  j^HE  earl  of  Dorfet  carried  the 
\  news  of  the  queen’s  death  to 
Herenhaufen*  whence  his  ma- 
jefty  king  George  fet  out  on  the  laft  of 
Auguft  for  England,  accompanied  by  the 
prince-royal,  who  now  fways  the  fceptre, 
lie  arrived  at  the  Hague  on  the  5th 
of  September,  was  congratulated  by  de¬ 
puties  from  the  States  on  his  acceffion  to 

the 
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the  crown,  as  drkewile  by  all  the  foreign 
arnbaffadors,  in  the  name  of  their  refpec- 
tive  mafters. 

On  the  1 6th  of  September,  he  landed 

at  Greenwich,  where  he  was  received 

•  / 

with  the  loudeft  acclamations,  and  was 
waited  upon  by  the  chief  nobility,  the 
generals  of  the  army,  the  lords  of  the 
admiralty,  the  admirals  of  the  navy,  and 
the  captains  of  the  fhips.  Among  whom 
captain  Vernon  was  one,  and  had  the 
honour  to  kifs  his  majefty’s  hand  for  the 
firfl:  time. 

That  very  day  the  duke  of  Marlbo¬ 
rough  was  received  into  favour,  and  the 
duke  of  Ormond  was  difmifs’d  from  all 
his  employments. 

There  was  a  thorough  change  in  the 
miniftry  *,  the  confequence  of  which  was, 
a  change  of  officers  both  in  the  army  and 
navy.  However,  captain  Vernon  con¬ 
tinued  in  his  command,  being  in  high 
efteem  with  SirCharles  Wager,  for  whom 
his  majefty  had  declared  a  particular 
regard.  On 
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On  the  1 8th  of  September,  the  king 
fet  out  from  Greenwich,  and  made  ins 
*  Pubhc  entry  into  the  city  of  London, 
through  which  he  paffed  to  St.  James’s" 
amidft  a  numerous  crowd  of  fpe&ators, 
who  lined  theftreets,  filled  windows,  and 
balconies,  and  received  him  v/ith  repeat¬ 
ed  acclamations.  Captain  \  ernon  was  one 
of  the  cavalcade. 


1  ne  change  in  the  admiralty  happened 
on  the  1 1  t!i  of  October,  when  the  right 
honourable  the  earl  ol  Orford,  Sir  George 
Byng,  George  Doddington,  efq^  Sir  John 
Jennings,  Sir  vGiarles  i  urner,  Abraham 
Stanyan,efq;  and  George  Baillie,  wereap- 
pointed  lords  of  the  admiralty  ^  and  to 
each  of  whom  captain  Vernon  was  per- 
fon ally  known. 


On  the  20th  the  king  was  crowned  at 
W eftminlier,  with  the  ufual  folemnities  * 
anti  on  the  29th,  which  is  lord  mayor’s 
day,  he,  with  the  prince  and  princefs  of 
Wales,  dined  at  Guildhall,  and  appeared 
very  chearful  and  jocole  :  on  the  15th  of 

January, 
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January,  a  proclamation  was  publifhed 
for  calling  a  new  parliament  to  meet  on 
the'  17th  of  March,  when  they  met  ac¬ 
cordingly  *,  and  on  the  firit  of  April 
voted  a  fupply  for  the  navy,  which  was 
lent  into  different  ftations. 

On  the  1 8th  of  May,  Sir  John  Norris, 
admiral  of  the  blue,  v/as  lent  with  a  fqua- 
dron  into  the  Baltic,  where  he  arrived  on 
the  10th  of  June,  in  order  to  protect  the 
trade  of  his  majefty’s  fubjecfts  againft  the 
depredations  of  the  Swedifh  privateers. 
And  now  captain  Vernon  had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  being  acquainted  with  the  north- 
eaftern  part  of  Europe,  as  he  had  been 
with  the  coaft  upon  the  Meditteranean 
and  Weft-Indies,  being  at  that  time  com¬ 
mander  of  the  Alfiftance,  a  fifty  gun  fhip, 
and  in  Sir  John  Norris’s  own  divifion. 

A  Dutch  fquadron  was  lent  into  the 
Baitic  at  the  fame  time,  and  for  the  fame 
purpofe.  At  Cronenburgh  it  joined  the 
Britilh  fhips,  between  which  and  them 
there  palled  mutual  falutes  from  their 
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great  guns.  The  admirals,  and  fome  of 
the  captains,  among  whom  was  captain 
Vernon,  were  magnificently  entertained  at 
tnc  Danifh  court,  from  whence  they 
proceeded  with  a  fair  wind  on  the  i/th, 
and  concluded  the  merchant  {hips  under 
them,  to  Dantzic,  Konigfberg,  Riga, 

Revel,  and  the  refpedive  ports  of  their 
deftination. 

T.  he  Swedifh  privateers  continuing  to 
interrupt  tne  trade  of  his  majefty’s  fub- 
jeds,  Sir  John  Norris  was  fent  again  into 
the  Baltic,  where  he  arrived  on  the  7th  of 
June  with  a  fleet  of  twenty-one  fhips  of 
the  line,  having  fifty  merchant  men  un¬ 
der  convoy.  The  13th  he  went  to  Fre* 
derickfberg,  where  he  had  an  audience  of 
the  king  of  Denmark  ;  and  in  obedience 
to  his  orders  from  England,  joined  the 

Danifh  and  Ruffian  fleets,  who  were  then 

(  # 

meditating  a  deicent  upon  Schonen,  where 
the  king  of  Sweden  himfelf  was  prepa¬ 
ring  every  thing  necefifary  to  fruftrate  their 
defign. 


That 
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That  monarch,  whofe  name  was  fa¬ 
mous  for  his  many  victories,  and  Ioffes, 
was  now  become  remarkable  for  his  ob~ 
ftinacy :  the  northern  powers  were  turned 
againft  him,  and  more  were  daily  coming 
in:  the  king  of  Pruffia  joined  the  Ruf¬ 
fians,  Saxons  and  Danes,  and  over-ran 
Pomerania,  to  the  gates  of  Stralfund;  out 
of  which  his  Swedish  majefty  had  efcaped 
with  difficulty,  after  a  four  months  fiege, 
in  which  he  performed  more  than  ever 
could  enter  the  heart  of  a  Roman  to  do. 
The  Hanoverians  alfo  joined  againft  him, 
and  he  judging  that  the  Engliffi  fqnadron 
adted  in  confequence  of  this  ftep,  me¬ 
ditated  nothing  but  revenge  :  he  caufed 
intimate  to  Sir  John  Norris,  that  if  he 
joined  the  fleets  of  Ruffia  and  Denmark, 
all  the  goods  of  the  Britifh  merchants 
in  Sweden  ffiould  be  confifcated  *,  how¬ 
ever,  thefe  menaces  were  not  to  deter 
the  Britifh  admiral,  he  joined  the  fleet  of 
the  Confederates,  and  led  the  van  on  the 
day  that  they  failed  from  the  road  of  Co¬ 
penhagen  :  the  Czar  was  in  the  center, 

the 
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the  Danes  bringing  up  the  rear,  while  the 
Dutch  convoyed  the  trading  veflels  to  their 
different  ports. 

TheBritifh  fleet  failed  to  the  Baltic  in  the 
two  fucceeding  years,  andeffedtuallyfecu- 
red  the  freedom  of  commerce  in  thofe  parts. 

The  latter  end  of  the  year  1718  was 
remarkable  for  the  death  of  the  king  of 
Sweden,  whofe  kingdom  being  quite  ex* 
haufted  of  men,  money,  and  provifions, 
the  queen,  who  was  younger  filter  to 
Charles  XII.  exprelfed  a  defire  of  making 
peace  with  all  her  neighbours,  particular¬ 
ly  Great  Britain. 

The  Czar  of  Mulcovy  had,  upon  the 
death  of  the  king  of  Sweden,  dilcovered 
a  thorough  change  in  the  political  fyltem 
of  Stockholm  *,  for  he  and  Charles  XII. 
had  concerted  meafures  for  uniting  their 
forces  together,  and  even  diftrading  the 
reft  of  Europe  :  and  as  this  change  had 

1 

happened,  he  endeavoured,  by  the  me¬ 
diation  of  forty  thoufand  plenipotentiaries, 
what  he  thought  himfelt  lure  of,  by  means 
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of  baron  Gortz,  a  few  months  before:  he 
ravaged  Finland,  and  the  northern  pro¬ 
vinces  of  Sweden  with  fire  and  fword, 
and  once  landed  within  three  leagues  of 
Stockholm  :  the  brutal  cruelties  commit- 
cd  by  the  Ruffians,  were  (hocking  to  hu¬ 
manity,  and  filled  every  mouth  with  cla¬ 
mour  againft  them  :  and  perhaps  the  hor¬ 
rors  of  war  would  have  fpread  into  the 
fouthern  provinces,  had  not  the  Britifh 
fleet  come  timely  to  the  relief  of  the  di- 
ftrefled  nation  *,  for  a  Britifh  fquadron,  the 
fame  that  had  been  in  the  Baltic  the  year 
before,  joined  the  Swedifh  fleet  off  of 
Carlfcrona,  and  arrived  at  Stockholm  on 
the  6th  of  September.  Sir  John  Norris 
and  his  officers  were  received  with  repeat¬ 
ed  acclamations  by  the  inhabitants,  who 
had  lo  lately  been  under  the  mod  direful 
apprehenfions  from  the  Ruffian  cruelty  : 
the  mediation  of  Great  Britain  for  con¬ 
cluding  peace  in  the  north,  was  readily 
accepted  by  the  queen  of  Sweden,  to 
whom  lord  Carteret  had  proffered  it. 


At 
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At  the  lame  time,  Mr.  Berkley  was  fent 
with  the  fame  meffage  to  the  Czar  of 
Mufcovy:  but  the  Ruffian  plenipoten¬ 
tiaries  at  Aland,  the  place  of  congrefs, 
refufing  him  a  paffiport  to  Peterfburgh, 
and  fcrupling  to  receive  lord  Carteret’s 
and  Sir  John  Norris’s  letters,  without 


previous  orders  from  the  Czar,  he  return 


ed  \  and  about  the  middle  of  September, 
the  congrefs  broke  up.  All  this  time  the 
fleet  returned  near  Stockholm,  where  the 


officers  paid  frequent  vifits  to  the  nobili 


ty,  and  fhar’d  in  all  the  diverfions.  of  the 
court.  But  the  winter  feafon  advancing, 
Sir  John  failed  on  the  27th  of  O&ober 
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This  year  was  remarkable  for  the  ex¬ 
pedition  of  the  lord  Cobham  into  Spain, 
where  he  took  Vigo,  after  a  fiege  or  four 
days,  and  Ponte  Vedra  in  about  as  many 
hours  *,  which*  being  effected,  he  returned 
to  England  with  a  confiderable  booty, 
purchafed  at  a  very  moderate  expence, 
having  loft  but  about  thirty  of  the  land 
forces. 

As  the  flames  of  war  were  not  extin- 
guifhed  in  the  north,  Sir  John  Norris  fail¬ 
ed  on  the  1 6th  of  April,  with  a  fquadron 
of  twenty  fhips  of  the  line,  for  the  Baltic  ; 
on  the  twenty-feventh  he  arrived  within  a 
league  of  Elfeneur  ;  and  on  the  thirtieth 
had  an  audience  of  the  king  of  Denmark 
at  Copenhagen ;  he  afterward  conferred 
with  the  Danifti  minifters,  in  prefence  of 
lord  Polworth,  the  Britifh  ambaflador  at 
that  court  :  thefe  conferences  turned  up¬ 
on  bringing  about  a  peace  between  the 

\  V 

courts  ot  Copenhagen  and  Stockholm,  to 
which  place  he  failed  with  the  fleet  under 
his  command  ;  he  was  joined  at  Elfenab 
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by  a  Swedifh  fquadron  on  the  twentieth 
of  May,  and  in  four  days  after  by  feven 
more  of  the  fame  nation,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  admiral  Wachtmafter.  Thefe 
all  jointly  proceeded  to  Revel,  in  queft  of 
the  Ruffian  fleet  then  commanded  by  the 
Czar  of  Mufcovy  in  perfon. 

All  this  time  lord  Carteret  was  ncgo- 
dating  with  the  queen  of  Sweden  a  treaty 
of  peace  between  her  majefty  and  the 
king  of  Denmark,  in  which  he  was  greatly 
affifted  by  the  prince  royal,  the  queen’s 
confort,  who  had  difcovered  the  greateft 
efteem  and  affeftion  for  his  lordfhip  :  he 
i'et  out  for  Stockholm  in  perfon,  to  in¬ 
form  the  king  oi  Denmark  of  what  he 
had  done  :  on  the  29th  of  June  he  had 
his  firft  audience  at  Fredericklburgh,  four 
German  miles  from  Copenhagen,  where 

it  was  obferved,  that  his  majefty  never 

*  » 

gave  any  foreign  minifter  fo  many  in- 
ftances  of  particular  favour  and  affection. 
He  dined  oftner  at  the  king’s  table  than 
perhaps  any  other  minifter  ever  did  in  fo 
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fhort  a  time;  and  in  teftimony  of  his  gra¬ 
titude  and  intire  fatisfaffion  for  his  afii- 
duity  in  concluding  the  peace,  he  made  a 
prefent  to  his  lordfhipof  afvvordfrom  his 
fide,  richly  adorned  with  diamonds,  and 
valued  at  four  thoufand  eight  hundred 
eighty-eight  pounds,  befides  a  fine  fet  of 
coach  horfes  of  a  particular  breed,  called 
Moors,  being  of  a  moufe  colour,  with 
very  long  black  tails  and  manes,  efteemed 
of  a  great  value.  This  being  over,  his 
Jordfhip  returned  to  London,  leaving 
the  reft  to  Mr.  Finch,  the  Britifh  ambaf- 
fador  at  Stockholm,  and  to  Sir  John  Nor¬ 
ris,  who,  on  the  8  th  of  September,  re¬ 
turned  with  the  lquadron  under  his  com¬ 
mand  to  Stockholm,  where  he  had  the  ho¬ 
nour  not  only  to  dine  with  the  new  king 
of  Sweden,  but  likewife  to  entertain  his 
majefty  and  the  queen  at  dinner  on  board 
his  own  fhip,  where  fome  of  the  richeft 
plate  was  provided  for  that  very  purpofe. 

Many  perfons  who  were  at  Stockholm 
at  the  time,  have  declared  they  never  faw 
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a  more  agreeable  appearance,  than  when 
the  king  and  queen  of  Sweden  fet  out  in 
a  barge,  attended  by  a  vaft  concourfe  of 
nobility  and  gentry  of  both  fexes  :  there 
weie  above  three  hundred  barges  to  adorn 
the  cavalcade  ;  they  all  put  off  at  the  fame 
time,  and  mov’d  with  a  flow  motion  to 
the  fhips,  wnere  each  had  an  invitation 
to  dine  :  the  barge,  in  which  fat  the  king 
and  queen,  was  richly  ornamented  by 
Itreamers  and  pennants  ;  it  was  of  the 
~V  enetian  take,  and  built  in  the  fhapeof  a 
fwan,  eight  rowers  all  in  ruffled  fflirts  and 
black  caps,  with  a  black  ribband  flying  at 
the  top  of  each,  plied  the  oars,  and  row’d 
the  veflel  to  the  admiral’s  fflip,  which  only 
fired  five  guns,  it  having  been  judged  im¬ 
polite  to  fire  more,  when  the  queen  was 
near.  After  dinner  there  was  a  ball,  at 
■which  the  queen  herfelf  danced,  as  did 
her  royal  con  fort,  and  feveral  of  the  no¬ 
bility:  the  admiral,  and  officers,  had  all 
the  honour  to  kifs  their  majefty’s  hands, 
and  fome  received  preients  feorn  them. 
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This  being  over,  he  fet  fail  in  a  few 
days  from  Stockholm,  and,  on  the  20th 
or  November,  arrived  at  Orfordnefs,  after 
fending  four  of  his  men  of  war  to  convoy 
his  majefty  king  George  from  Flelvoet- 
fluys,  where  he  arrived  from  Hanover. 

During  the  winter,  1720,  Mr.  Finch 
was  employing  his  utmoft  endeavours  for 
reconciling  the  courts  of  Feterfburgh  and 
Stockholm  ;  and  in  the  fpring  his  argu¬ 
ments  were  enforced  by  the  arrival  of  a 
Britifh  fquadron  of  twenty-one  fhips  of 
the  line,  under  Sir  John  Norris  in  the 
Baltic  *,  on  the  twenty -eighth  he  arrived 
in  the  road  of  Copenhagen,  on  the  thirty, 
pafled  the  Gromds,  and  the  fecond  of 
May  was  joined  at  Flans  by  feven  Swedifh 
men  of  war.  And  being  afterward  joined 
by  more  of  the  fame  nation,  he  failed  for 
Stockholm,  where,  on  the  2d  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  the  fon  of  count  Lilanftadt,  brought 
the  treaty  of  peace  between  the  king  of 
Sweden  and  the  Czar,  figned  at  Nuftadt, 
by  the  plenipotentiaries,  on  the  31ft  of 

F  3  '  Auguft, 


J  02 


The  LIFE  of 

Auguft.  This  being  ended,  Sir  John  re¬ 
turned  with  the  fleet  to  the  Nore,  where 
he  landed  on  the  30th  of  October. 

A  fquadron  was  this  year  fitted  out  for 
a  fecrec  expedition,  under  Sir  Charles  Wa¬ 
ger,  rather  to  terrify,  than  to  annoy  ;  and 
io  good  an  effect  was  the  refult  of  it,  that 
the  king  of  Portugal  releafed  two  Britifh 
gentlemen,  meflieurs  Wingfield  and  Ro¬ 
berts,  whole  goods  had  been  feized,  and 
t-iey  themfelves  condemned  to  death,  were 
releafed  :  they  were  charged  with  export¬ 
ing  the  gold  coin,  a  practice  very  com¬ 
mon  among  them  ;  and  without  which 
our  trade  with  Portugal  could  not  be  car¬ 
ried  on  ;  one  flrip’s  loading  of  Englifh 
wool  manufactures  being  more  in  value 
than  fix  returns  in  wine.  But  the  kino- 
of  Portugal  pardoning  the  gentlemen, 
and  winking  at  the  export  of  gold,  the 
defign  was  laid  afide. 

The  time  was  now  approaching,  when 
Mr.  Vernon  was  to  move  in  an  higher 
fpherej  for  in  the  year  1722,  he  made  his 

election 
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election  for  Dunwich  in  Suffolk-  and  for 
Penryn  inCornwall;  he  waved  his  right  to 
ihe former,  preferring  thelatter, as beingthe 
borough  which  his  father,  fecretary  James 
Vernon,  efq;  had  reprefented  in  the  year 
1695,  and  1698,  in  1705,  and  the  me¬ 
morable  year  1707,  when  the  fir  ft  Britifh 
parliament  met  at  Weftminfter  ;  he  alfo 
reprefented  Penryn,  till  the  time  that  the 
duke  of  Marlborough's  party  began  to 
lofe  ground,  anno  1710. 

The  following  years  afford  but  few  na¬ 
val  tranfadtions,  farther  than  fome  pira¬ 
cies  committed  by  the  Spanifh  guarda 
coftas  :  we  fhall  pafs  over  to  the  memo¬ 
rable  year  1726,  in  which  Great  Britain 
adted  like  herfelf,  and  in  which  captain 
Vernon,  now  advanced  to  the  command 
of  the  Grafton,  of  feventy  guns,  had  no 
inconfiderable  fhare. 

A  fcheme  being  formed  to  bring  in  the 
pretender,  by  the  united  force  of  the  two 
diftant  courts  of  Peterfburgh  and  Ma¬ 
drid,  three  fleets  were  ordered  to  fea  ,  one 
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of  thefe,  defigned  for  the  Baltic,  was  put 
under  the  command  of  SirCharles  Wager, 
vice-admiral  of  the  red  ;  and  Sir  George 
Walton,  vice-admiral  of  the  blue*,  another 
commanded  by  Sir  John  Jennings,  was 
lent  into  the  Mediterranean,  and  admiral 
Hofier,  failed  with  a  third  for  the  Weft- 
indies,  the  better  to  defeat  the  fchemes  of 
the  enemy.  In  the  fir  it  fleet  was  captain 
Vernon  *  it  confided  of  thirty-one  fhips  of 
the  line,  from  eighty  to  fifty  guns,  one  of 
twenty,  and  two  fire-fhips  :  it  weighed 
anchor  from  the  Nore,  on  the  17th  of 
April,  in  the  morning,  and  in  five  days 
arrived  in  the  road  of  Copenhagen,  where 
the  rendezvous  was  appointed.  That 
evening  SirCharles  fent  his  compliments 
to  the  great  chancellor,  and  defired  to 

know  when  he  might  wait  on  his  Danifii 

\ 

majefty  with  the  king’s  letter  $  the  twenty- 
fifth  was  appointed,  and  then  Sir  Charles 
delivered  the  letter  at  Frederickfburgh, 
into  the  king’s  own  hand  Next  day,  the 
prince  royal,  and  feveral  of  the  Danifli  no- 

bility 
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bility  dined  on  board  the  admiral’s  fhip, 
and  was  faluted  both  at  eomingand  going, 
by  every  fhip  in  the  fleet,  and  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner  as  did  honour  to  the  Britifh  nation,  and 
gave  intire  fatisfaftion  to  the  prince. 

On  the  2d  of  May  the  fleet  failed  from 
Copenhagen,  and  on  the  flxth  came  to  an 
anchor  at  Elfenob,  near  to  Stockholm  : 
next  day  Mr.  Poyntz,  the  Britifh  envoy 
extraordinary,  and  Mr.  Jackfon,  the  Bri¬ 
tifh  refident,  went  on  board  the  admiral, 
and  the  day  following  they  all  went  up 
to  the  city  ;  and  cn  the  tenth  Sir  Charles 
had  an  audience  of  the  king  of  Sweden, 
in  the  prefence  of  feveral  ienators,  foreign 
ambafiadors,  and  general  officers  :  he  de¬ 
livered  a  letter  from  the  king  his  matter, 
to  his  Swedifh  majetty,  with  whom,  and 
with  the  queen,  he  and  Mr.  Poyntz.  had 
the  honour  to  dine. 

A  formidable  fquadron-  of  Britifh  fhips„ 
under  fo  experienced  a  commander  as  Sir 
Charles,  could  not  be  difagreeable  either 
to  the  Danes  or  the  Swedes,  fince  the 

F  5  p  o.we  it 


power  ofRuffia,  raifed  almoft  from  con¬ 
tempt,  was  now  look’d  upon  with  a  jea¬ 
lous  eye  by  the  greateft  potentates  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  but  particularly  by  the  Swedes, 
whofe  deep  wounds  they  had  received 
from  the  Ruffians,  were  but  drying  up  ; 
and  it  is  not  doubted,  but  the  Mufcovite 
would  have  begun  a  freffi  quarrel  with 
Sweden,  under  pretence  of  bringing  in 
the  duke  of  Holftein,  and  overturning  the 
fettlement  fo  lately  made,  had  not  the 
Britifh  fquadron  fealonably  appeared. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  the  fleet  failed  for 
Revel,  near  which  it  anchored  upon  the 
twenty-ninth,  and  in  two  days  after  failed 
into  the  Bay,  as  did  fix  Danifh  men  of 
war,  a  frigate,  and  a  victualling  flyboat  : 
the  better  to  enforce  the  contents  of  the 
letter  which  his  majefly  had  wrote  to  the 
Czarina,  and  which  were  in  fubftance,  to 
let  her  know,  “  that  her  great  prepara- 
“  tions  for  war  both  by  fea  and  land,  in 
“  time  of  peace,  were  the  motive  of  his 

lending  fo  powerful  a  fleet  into  thofe 

“  fleas. 
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cc  fe as,  to  block  up  her  majefty’s  fleets  in 
<c  their  harbours,  and  obviate  any  dan- 
“  ger  that  might enfue  therefrom;  that  he 
iC  was  acquainted  with,  and  furprized  at 
<c  the  meafures  which  were  taking  at  her 
“  court,  in  favour  of  the  pretender  to  his 
“  crown,  with  the  encouragement  that 

*  t 

“  was  given  to  his  adherents.” 

This  letter,  fupported  by  fo  flrong  a 
fleet,  had  all  imaginable  fuccefs  ;  for  the 
court  of  Peterfburgh,  in  confternation, 
directed,  that  the  men  of  war  which  were 
equipped  at  Revel,  fhould  be  unrigged, 
and  the  ammunition  and  provifions  on 
board  them  landed  ;  all  which  was  obey¬ 
ed  :  fo  that  Sir  Charles,  after  being  fully 
fatisfied  that  nothing  was  to  be  feared 
from  Rufiia,  whofe  fleets  and  gallics  were 
laid  up,  he  failed  on  the  20th  of  Septem¬ 
ber  from  Revel,  and  on  the  9th  of  Octo¬ 
ber  arrived  in  the  road  of  Copenhagen, 
thereby  efcaping  a  terrible  florin  which 
happened  the  night  following.  Next  day, 

in  compaay  with  lord  Glenorchy,  he  dined 

F  6  with 
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with  the  king  and  queen  of  Denmark,  as 


did  feveral  of  the  commanders, 
whom  was  captain  Vernon. 


among 


On  the  19U1  he  failed  from  Copenha- 
gena,  and  on  the  iff  of  November  the 
Iquadron  came  to  an  anchor  off*  the  Gun- 
fleet  below  the  Nore.  In  two  days  after 
he  waited  on  his  majefty  at  Kenfington, 
and  was  moft  gracioufly  received. 


But  the  court  of  Peterfburg  was  not 
only  frightened  out  of  her  defigns,  but 
like  wife  the  court  of  Spain  ;  for  Sir  John 
Jennings  and  rear-admiral  Hopfon  made 
Inch  an  impreffion,  that  the  Spaniards 
were  obliged  to  lay  afide  their  defigns, 
which  being  all  required  cf  them,  the 
admirals,  after  a  paffage  of  twenty  four 
days,  arrived  at  Spithead  from  Lifbon  on 
the  2 2d  of  October. 

The  expedition  to  the  Weft-Indies  was 
not  fo  fuccefsful,  though  a  wound  in 
thofc  parts,  is  the  moft  fenfible  Spain 
can  received  for  though  admiral  Hofier 
blocked  up  Puerto-Beiio,  vet  he  was  ob~ 
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liged  by  the  ficknefs  of  his  men  to  fail  for 
Jamaica,  whence,  after  victualling,  he 
failed  with  nine  men  of  war  for  Cartha- 
gena,  where  the  Spanifh  galleons  and  their 
convoys  Hill  remained. 

On  the  8th  of  Auguft  orders  came  from 
Spain  to  make  reprifals  on  the  fhips  and 
effects  of  the  Englifh  ;  which  was  done 
accordingly,  both  at  the  Havannah  and 
at  La  Vera-Cruz,  where  the  prince  Fre¬ 
derick,  a  frigate,  and  four  packet- boats 
were  feized,  with  all  the  effe&s  belonging 

o  £3 

to  the  Englifh  South-fea  company  :  and 
though  the  reftoration  of  them  was  de¬ 
manded  by  admiral  Holier,  who  failed 
with  four  men  of  war  to  the  Havannah, 
yet  the  fame  was  refilled.* 

This  fuccefs  of  the  Spaniards  encou¬ 
raged  them  to  entertain  thoughts  of  re¬ 
gaining  Gibraltar,  and  to  force  the  pre¬ 
tender  upon  England,  in  both  of  which 
fchemes  they  were  difappointed* 

The  year  1727  was  remarkable  for  the 
fiege  of  Gibraltar,  to  whofe  relief  Sir 

Charles 
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Charles  Wager  was  fent  with  a  formidable 
fquadron,  which  was  of  confiderable  fer- 
vice  ;  for  they  plied  the  workmen  on  both 
fides  the  ifthmus  with  their  ordnance  fo 
vigoroufly,  that  they  were  driven  from 
the  trenches. 

t 

As  the  Britifh  fleet  remained  matters 
atfea,  and  Gibraltar  was  relieved  from 
Lifbon,  Portmahon,  and  every  quarter, 
it  was  needlefs  for  the  Spaniards  to  perfift 
in  fo  chimerical  a  project.  Their  inips 
were  every  where  feized  ;  the  Spaniards 
were  wounded  in  their  vitals,  fo  that  it 
was  abfolutely  neceflary  for  them  to  heark¬ 
en  to  preliminaries  of  peace,  which  were 
flgned  at  Madrid  the  7th  of  June  that 
year.  Thefe  being  notified  to  the  earl  of 
Portmore  the  governor  of  the  place,  a 
ceflation  of  arms  was  agreed  upon  be¬ 
tween  his  lordfhip  and  the  Spanifh  general 
Conde  las  Torres. 

But  the  court  of  London  was  not  only 
vigilant  over  the  Spaniards,  but  over  the 
Mufcovites  alfo.  Sir  John  Norris  was 

fent 
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fent  into  the  Baltick  with  a  fquadron  of 
twenty  fhips  of  the  line,  from  eighty  to 
fifty  guns,  one  of  twenty  guns,  and  three 
fire-fhips. 

The  defign  of  fending  this  fleet,  in  the 
number  of  which  was  the  Grafton,  captain 
Vernon,  was  the  fame  as  in  the  preceding 
year  ;  their  proceedings  were  alike,  and 
the  fame  fuccefs  crowned  the  expedi¬ 
tion.  The  Rufiians  put  a  flop  to  the 
equipment  of  their  fleet,  and  gave  over 
their  terrible  menaces  againft  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Sweden  :  and  to  palliate  things, 
the  czarina  renewed  her  declaration  of  the 
twenty  firft  of  J  une  of  the  foregoing  year, 
for  the  fecurity  and  encouragement  of  the 
Britifh  merchants  trading  in  and  to  the. 
Ruffian  dominions. 

However,  the  uneafinefs  which  her 
majefty  contracted  on  account  of  the  de¬ 
tractions  which  followed,  together  with 
her  ill  ftate  of  health  before,  cut  the 
thread  of  a  life  that  had  been  Angular 

from 
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from  the  cradle  to  the  grave ;  for  fhe  died 
in  a  few  days  after. 

His  majefty  king  George  died  alfo  this 
year  at  Ofnaburgh,  on  the  nth  of  June* 
in  the  67th  year  of  his  age.  He  was  a 
prince  endowed  with  all  the  bravery  that 
ever  entered  the  heart  of  an  hero,  and  pof- 
feffed  all  the  wifdom  and  fkill  that  adorn  a 
ftatefman.  He  came  with  king  John  Sobi  • 
efki  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Vienna,  which  was 
foon  effected  by  their  means :  when  com¬ 
manding  the  army  of  the  Empire,  he  fa- 
crihced  the  laurels  he  might  have  acquired 
in  the  upper  Rhine,  by  fparing  twenty 
four  thoufand  men  to  reinforce  the  allies,, 
before  the  battle  of  Ramillies,  which 
ended  fo  glorioufly  for  them.  He  under¬ 
flood  the  genius,  the  intereft,  and  temper 
of  all  the  courts  of  Europe.  He  hated  the 
pride  of  majefty,  and  could  on  a  throne 
tafte  the  pleafures  of  friendfhip  and  of  a 
finnle  life.  Fie  was  beloved  and  admired 

O 

by  his  Britifh  fubjecls,  and,  in  a  manner, 
adored  by  thofe  of  his  electoral  dominions. 

He 
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He  knew  well  how  to  govern  others,  and 
his  own  pafiions  too  :  and,  to  crown  all, 
he  left  a  fon  endowed  with  his  virtues, 
and  now  after  a  reign  of  thirty  years,  ad¬ 
orning;  the  robes  he  wears. 

The  confequence  of  the  king’s  death 
was  the  calling  a  new  parliament,  of 
whofe  members  captain  Vernon  was  one, 
being  chofen  with  but  little  oppofition 
for  the  borough  of  Penryn. 

This  ftep  to  higher  preferment  was  not 
to  divert  him  from  venturing  his  life  a- 
gain  in  the  fervice  of  his  country,  and 
loon  v/as  there  an  occafion  for  him  fo  to 

1 

do.  As  the  Spaniards  refufed  to  raife  the 
fiege  of  Gibraltar,  it  wras  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  to  continue  the  fleet  there,  and  to 
reinforce  it  from  time  to  time,  to  bring 
things  fooner  to  a  concluflon. 

Sir  Charles  Wager  had  been  twice  re¬ 
inforced  from  England,  during  the  lum- 
mer  feafon ;  and  on  the  13th  of  Odtober 
he  was  joined  by  the  Captain,  the  Mon¬ 
mouth, 
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mouth,  the  Bedford,  and  the  Grafton,  of 
which  captain  Vernon  ftill  retained  the 
command  :  fo  that  his  firft  fquadron,  with 
the  reinforcements,  compoled  a  fleet  of 
twenty  five  fhips  of  the  line. 

Intelligence  being  received,  that  fome 
Spanifh  fhips  were  expected  from  the 
Weft-Indies,  Sir  George  Walton  was  fent 
with  a  fquadron  to  cruize  off  Cape  St. 
Vincent ;  while  Sir  Charles  himfelf,  who 
had  gone  to  fea  to  obferve  the  motions  of 
the  Spanifh  fleet,  returned  to  Gibraltar 
on  the  2d  of  November,  after  an  abfence 
of  forty  three  davs,  as  did  Sir  George 
Walton  s  divifion  in  a  month  afterward  : 
and  perhaps  they  would  have  continued 
there,  had  not  the  Rofe  fhip  of  war  come 
in  on  the  13th  with  a  letter  from  the  duke 
of  Newcaftle,  importing  that  the  Spanifh 
galleons  were  on  their  way  home. 

On  which  the  Torbay,  Burford,  Re¬ 
venge,  Orford,  Prince  Frederick,  Can¬ 
terbury,  Weymouth,  Prefton,  Pool,  and 
Gibraltar  were  appointed  to  cruize  off 

Cape 
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Cape  St.  Vincent;  the  Monmouth,  Stir¬ 
ling  caftle,  Suffolk,  Royal  oak,  Grafton, 
Kingfton,  Advice,  and  Swallow,  off  Cape 
Spartel  ;  the  Captain,  Yarmouth,  Bed¬ 
ford,  Kent,  York,  Winchefter,  and  Af- 
fiftance,  to  cruife  off  Cape  Finifterre  :  the 
two  former  were  ordered  back  to  Gibral¬ 
tar,  but  the  latter  was  appointed  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  Spithead. 

About  this  time  the  emperor  of  Mo¬ 
rocco  received  a  letter  from  the  king  of 
England,  as  alfo  a  prefent  of  fifty  barrels 
of  powder,  which  the  Poole  carried  to 
Tetuan.  Thefe  made  fo  good  an  impref- 
fion  upon  the  Moor,  that  he  became  a 
friend  to  the  Englifh  ever  after;  which 
not  a  little  contributed  towards  bringing 
about  a  reconciliation  between  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  Spain,  to  which  the  latter  was  fo 
extremely  averfe,  as  to  trump  up  new 
difficulties  every  day  ;  alledging  that  the 
court  of  Great  Britain  had  ufurped  the 
ifland  of  Providence,  and  built  a  fort 
on  the  coaft  of  Florida,  and  forcibly  feiz- 
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ed  a  fettlement  in  the  bay  of  Campeachy. 
Under  this  pretext  they  built  feveral  new 
men  of  war,  took  and  confifcated  feveral 
merchant  veffels,  after  the  time  fettled  by 
the  preliminaries. 

The  reconciliation  being  effected,  Sir 
Charles  Wager  failed  from  Gibraltar-bay 

on  the  1 6th  of  March,  and  arrived  at 
Spit  head  on  the  9th  of  April. 

_  In  four  days  after,  he  and  lord  Tor* 
rington,  with  the  earl  of  Portmore,  waited 
on  the  king  at  St.  James’s,  in  his  majefty’s 

own  clofet,  and  met  with  a  mod;  gracious 
reception. 

On  the  28th  captain  Stewart  arrived  at 
Spithead  with  five  more  fhips,  having  Tent 
away  the  Revenge,  the  Royal-oak,  the 
Grafton  captain  Vernon,  the  Kingdon, 
and  Affiftance  for  Ireland,  with  directions 
as  loon  as  they  landed,  to  advance  to 
Spithead. 

No  fooner  had  the  Teamen  landed  than 
they  were  received  with  the  loudeft  accla¬ 
mations  by  the  gratelul  populace,  who 

of- 
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offered  fmall  prefents  to  the  common  Tail¬ 
ors  as  they  palTed  along.  Joy  and  fatif- 
fadion  appeared  in  every  countenance, 
and  the  omcers  of  the  navy,  among  whom 

was  captain  Vernon,  received  the  thanks 
of  the  king. 

Being  come  to  England,  he  took  his 
feat  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  which  had 
met  on  the  23d  of  January  1728  :  and  as 
very  warm  debates  had  happened  concern¬ 
ing  the  repeated  advices  of  a  continued 
feries  of  depredations  committed  by  the 
Spaniards  and  Sallee  rovers  on  our  trad¬ 
ing  veflels  in  the  Weft -Indies,  he  always 
fpoke  on  that  fide  of  the  argument  which 
was  for  executing  immediate  vengeance 
upon  tranfgreffors,  before  they  were  har¬ 
dened  in  their  cruelty,  and  were  enriched 
by  frequent  plunder  and  barbarity.  And 
though  by  the  eloquence  of  Sir  Robert 
Walpole,  the  mafter  of  the  Rolls,  Sir 
William  Younge,  and  Henry  Pelham  efq; 
the  vengeance  due  was  deferred  ;  yet  by 
the  perfu alive  arguments  of  Mr.  Pitt,  the 

pre- 
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prevailing  reafoning  of  Mr.  Pultney,  af¬ 
terward  earl  of  Bath,  and  the  honeft  de¬ 
clarations  of  captain  Vernon  and  other  fea 
officers,  with  the  declarations  of  many 
v/ho  had  fuffered  the  moft  unheard-of 
cruelties,  the  houfe  came  to  the  following 
refolutions. 

That  from  the  peace  of  Utrecht  1713, 
to  the  14th  of  March  1729,  the  Britifh 
trade  and  navigation  to  and  from  the 
feveral  colonies  in  America,  had  been 
greatly  interrupted  by  the  continual  de¬ 
predation  of  the  Spaniards,  who  had  feized 
very  valuable  effects,  and  unjuftly  taken 
and  made  prize  of  great  numbers  of  Bri- 
tiffi  ffiips  and  velfels  in  thofe  parts,  to  the 
great  lofs  and  damage  of  many  of  the 
fubjeds  of  the  kingdom,  and  in  manifeft 

violation  of  the  treaties  fubfifting  between 
the  two  crowns. 

On  all  which  they  prefented  an  humble 
addrefs  to  his  majefty,  that  he  would  be 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  ufe  his  beft  endea¬ 
vours  to  prevent  fuch  abufes  for  the 
future.  They 
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They  waited  upon  the  king  with  the 
addrefs,  and  received  a  moft  gracious  an- 
fwer.  He  ordered  thirty  three  fhips  of 
war,  twenty  feven  of  which  were  of  the 
line,  to  be  equipped  immediately.  It 
rendezvoufed  at  Spithead,  and  was  there 
joined  by  a  fquadron  of  fourteen  Dutch 
men  of  war. 

The  united  fquadrons  were  to  have 
proceeded,  without  lofs  of  time,  to  Ja¬ 
maica,  had  not  the  honourable  Morgan 
[  Vane  efq;  arrived  exprefs  from  Madrid, 
with  the  treaty  of  peace  figned  and  con¬ 
cluded  by  that  court. 

On  receiving  the  news,  the  Dutch  ad¬ 
miral  Somerfdylke  feparated  from  the 
Britifh  fquadron,  the  one  failing  for  Hol¬ 
land,  and  the  other  preparing  to  fail  into 
port,  in  order  to  be  laid  up.  - 

The  impreffion  made  upon  the  court 
of  Spain  by  fo  formidable  a  fquadron, 
though  no  nearer  them  than  Spithead, 
drew  the  pens  of  the  ingenious.  Seve¬ 
ral  excellent  epigrams  were  written  upon 

the 
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the  fubjed,  among  which  was  the  fol¬ 
lowing  : 

What  need  the  Britifh  fleet  to  leave  the 
fhore, 

Or  make  in  diftant  climes  her  thunders 
roar, 

She’s  arm’d,  file’s  join’d,  prepar’d  to 
plough  the  main  j 

Sure  that’s  enough  to  humble  haughty 
Spain. 

Thus  when  Jove’s  bird  does  but  for  flight 
prepare, 

Th’affrighted  doves  ftraight  to  their  home 

repair  *. 

% 

The  court  of  Spain  appeared  willing 

to  give  the  Britifh  nation  inftances  of 
their  juftice,  and  to  demonflrate  that  the 

depredations  committed  were  nowife  au- 

•  '  .  « 

*  E  portu  non  ejl  ut  Jolvat  claffis  ;  Iberis 
Inftrufta  id  junfla  fama  futura  fat  ejl : 

Sic  aquilam  fimul  ac  pennas  extender e  conflat, 
Continue  imbellis  ictla  columba  petit. 
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thorifed  by  them.  A  new  gorvenor  was 
fent  from  Cadiz  to  St.  Jago  de  Cuba, 
with  orders  to  enquire  into  the  abufes 
complained  of :  and  as  the  former  gover¬ 
nor  appeared  to  be  the  guilty  perfon,  fo 
by  a  warrant  from  the  other  he  was  laid 
in  irons  ;  and  a  declaration  was  lfi'ued  out, 
for  the  Spanifh  traders  and  merchants  to 
live  in  the  drifted  amity  with  thofe  of  the 
Britifh  nation  and  colonies. 

*1  his  proceeding  of  the  governor  railed 
a  fort  of  joy  in  the  bread  of  the  fair 
trader ;  but  indeed  the  fame  was  fhort- 
hv’d,  for  the  common  people  among  the 
Spaniards  continued  their  depredations 
in  oppofition  to  the  mod  pofitive  or¬ 
ders  and  inftruftions  from  their  own 
court. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  obferve, 
that  the  Britifh  navy  at  this  time  confided 
of  feven  firft  rates,  thirteen  lecond  rates, 
forty  third  rates,  fixty  four  fourth  rates, 
twenty  fix  fifth  rates,  twenty  nine  fixth 
rates,  three  fire-lhips,  three  bomb-vef- 

G  fels. 
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fels,  one  ftore-fhip,  thirteen  (loops,  feven 
yachts,  eleven  hoys,  with  lmacks  and 
other  l'mall  craft,  having  all  their  full 
compliment  both  of  men  and  of  guns. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  the  navy  in 
the  year  ty3^b  tin d  fo  great  was  the  im- 
prefiion  it  made,  that  the  king  ot  Spam 
ligned  an  a£t  of  approbation  to  be  accep¬ 
ted  of  in  lieu  of  his  formal  accelTion  to 
the  treaty  of  Vienna.  In  conlequence  of 
■which  a  fine  fquadron  ot  men  of  war  was 
ordered  to  the  Mediterranean  to  affift  in 
procuring  a  fettlement  for  Don  Carlos  in 

Italy. 

On  the  14th  of  July  Sir  Charles  Wager 
failed  from  Spithead,  with  a  fquadron  of 
twenty  four  men  of  war.  They  arrived 
off  Cape  St.  Vincent  on  the  30th,  and  on 
the  iff  of  Auguft  failed  into  the  bay  of 

acllZ* 

From  Port  St.  Mary  he  let  o.ut  by  land 
on  the  5th,  and  next  morning  arrived  at 
Seville  ;  and  thy  day  after  had  an  audi¬ 
ence  of  the  king  and  queen,  by  whom  he 

was 
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was  moft  gracioufly  received.  He  was 
accompanied  by  Mr.  Keene  the  Britifh 
ambaflkdor,  and  attended  by  feveral  gen¬ 
tlemen  from  on  board  the  fquadron,  by 
all  the  Britifh  merchants  and  other  gentle¬ 
men  of  that  nation  refiding  at  Seville, 
was  regaled  and  careffed  by  the  whole 
court,  and  was  vifited  by  moft  of  the 
grandees. 

M.  de  Patinho  and  Mr.  Keene  follow¬ 
ed  him  to  Port  St.  Marys,  and  in  com¬ 
pany  with  the  Spanifh  admiral  the  marquis 
de  Mari,  went  on  board  the  Namur  and 
dined  with  him.  A  few  days  after  Sir 
Charles  returned  the  compliment,  and 
dined  on  board  the  Galicia. 

This  being  over,  the  combined  fleet 
failed  on  the  17th  for  Gibraltar,  and  by 
the  way  oi  Barcelona,  they  arrived  at 
Leghorn  on  the  15th  of  September. 

The  two  fleets  made  1'uch  an  impreflion, 
that  the  duke  of  Tufcany  received  Spa¬ 
nifh  garrifons  into  Leghorn,  Pifa,  and 
other  places  of  that  duchy.  And  now 
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every  thing  being.done  that  was  intended. 
Sir  Charles  weighed  anchor  from  Leghorn 
on  the  26th  of  November,  and  arrived  at 
St.  Helens  after  a  paffage  of  fourteen  days. 

Tho’  the  aiTiltance  given  by  the  Britilh 
fleet  in  conducting  the  Spanifli  troops 
into  Italy,  brought  the  court  of  Spain  into 
a  good  humour,  yet  it  had  but  little 
weight  with  the  mailers  of  the  guarda- 
coftas  in  the  iflands  of  Cuba,  Hifpaniola, 
and  other  places  of  the  Welt-Indies. 
Complaints  of  their  depredations  were  as 
frequent  as  ever. 

Mr.  Keene,  by  direction  from  the  Bri- 
tifli  miniltry,  gave  in  a  memorial,  com¬ 
plaining  of  them  to  the  court  of  Madrid  ; 
and  obtained  a  very  peremptory  order 
from  his  catholic  majelty,  charging  his 
fubjeCts  to  defilt  from  fuch  proceedings. 
Yet  as  thofe  traders  were  excepted  from 
the  benefit  of  the  fchedule,  who  were 
concerned  in  any  illicit  commerce,  (with¬ 
out  determining  what  was  to  be  deemed 
illicit,  what  not)  a  door  was  left  open 

for 
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for  them  to  continue  their  plunderings, 
which  brought  on  a  war,  wherein  captain 
Vernon  made  fo  confiderable  a  figure, 
and  by  which  his  name  was  founded 
through  all  the  parts  of  the  known 
world. 
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BOOK  IV. 

The  fleet  fails  from  England  ;  the  taking  of 
Porto- Bello  ;  the  expedition  to  Cart  ha- 
gena  •,  and  the  return  of  the  fleet . 

rpnE  court  of  London  had,  by 
h  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  obtained 
liberty  to  fend  an  afliento  fhip 
annually  to  the  Weft-Indies*,  and  the 
private  men  on  board  frequently  carried 
over  fuch  things  as  were  contraband. 
Complaints  were  frequently  made,  and 
the  enemies  of  Britain,  envious  of  her  wel¬ 
fare,  and  of  the  tranquillity  of  Spain,  did 
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by  every  art  blow  the  coal  of  diflention,’ 
which  at  latt  kindled  into  an  open  war 
between  the  two  powers. 

In  every  commercial  ftate  fome  people 
carry  on  illicit  goods,  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  fair  trader.  The  kingdoms  of  Great- 
Britain  and  Spain  are  over-run  with  that 
falfe  let  of  men,  and  the  Weft-Indies  are 
not  exempted,  for  they  are  to  be  found 
in  the  Leeward  iflands,  particularly  in 
Cuba  and  Hifpaniola. 

The  Englifh  merchants  had  liberty 
from  the  court  of  Madrid,  to  fupply  the 

Spanifli  colonies  with  Negroes,  purchafed 
in  Guinea,  and  other  parts  of  Africa. 

This  Negro  traffic,  which  forces  the  huf- 
band  from  the  arms  of  his  wife,  the  wife 
from  the  arms  of  her  hufband,  and  both 
from  their  parents  and  friends,  can¬ 
not  be  expected  to  proceed  with  all  due 

regard  tojufticej  under  different  pretexts, 
this  branch  of  trade,  like  others,  was 
abufed  :  they  were  to  pay  thirty-three 
piafters  to  the  Spanifh  governor  of  the 
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place,  where  they  fold  their  flaves,  for 
every  one  that  was  difpofed  of.  This 
trade  was  of  great  advantage  to  the  South- 
lea  company,  who  by  treaty  were  to  fur- 
nifh  the  colonies  with  four  thoufand  eight 
hundred  Negroes,  had  obtained  the  pri¬ 
vilege  of  felling  the  eight  hundred  with¬ 
out  any  duty  :  but  the  greateft  advan¬ 
tage  reaped  by  the  Englifh,  preferably  to 
ether  nations,  was  the  permiffion  granted 
in  1716,  offending  a  fhip  annually  to 
Porto -bello. 

This  veflel,  which  was  to  be  of  no 
more  than  five  hundred  tons,  was,  in 
1717,  by  agreement,  raifed  to  eight  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty,  though  in  reality,  and  by 
abufe,  to  a  thoufand,  which  could  carry 
two  millions  weight  of  goods ;  thefe  were 
the  leaft  part  of  that  commerce;  a  pin¬ 
nace  attended  the  vefiel  to  carry  provi- 
fions  to  it,  and,  according  to  fome,  was 
continually  going  backward  and  for¬ 
ward,  took  in  loads  of  goods  in  the  Bri- 
tifh  colonies,  and  conveyed  to  the  veiTel, 

which 
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which  by  this,  thro’  conftant  fupply,  an- 
fwered  the  end  of  a  whole  fleet  :  befides, 
other  veflels  frequently  carried  goods  to 
the  company’s  Ihip,  from  whence  they  re¬ 
turned  to  America,  with  fuch  commodi- 

\ 

ties  as  the  inhabitants  wanted. 

The  Spanilh  governors  treated  theBri- 
tifh  traders  with  feverity,  not  duly  confi- 
dering,  that  the  encouragement  given  by 
fmugglers  among  themfelves,  was  the 
caufe  of  what  was  complained  of :  the 
fm  Ugg  lers  were  fo  faithful  to  each  other, 
as  to  agree  upon  fignals,  which  they  per¬ 
fectly  well  knew  ;  fometimes  the  inno¬ 
cent  and  guilty  fuffered  alike  funis  law¬ 
fully  due  to  the  former  were  detained, 

becaufe  of  unlawful  gain  made  by  the 
.latter:  and  thus  the  Spanifh  colonies  were 
abufed  by  the  English,  ruined  by  their 
own  fmugglers,  and  cheated  out  of  their 
fubftance  by  the  governors  among  them¬ 
felves. 

M.  de  Voltaire,  treating  of  this  fubjeft, 
feems  to  deviate  from  his  ulual  politenefs : 
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A  great  many  Englifh,”  fays  he,  “  be¬ 
came  pirates  with  impunity;  on  the 
coaft  of  Florida  they  met  with  ibme 
Spaniards,  who  were  hiking  for  fome 
galleons  that  had  been  Ihipwreck’d,  and 
of  whom  they  had  recovered  four  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  piaftres  :  the  Englifh 
killed  part  of  the  crew,  and  feized  all  the 
money  :  the  Spaniards  demanded  fatis- 
fadlion  for  thefe  outrages  of  the  Englifh 
governors  in  thofe  quarters  ;  but  the 
Englifh  freebooters,  when  they  took  a 
Spanifh  vefiel,  ufed  to  fink  it,  with  all 
the  crew,  after  they  had  gutted  it,  that 
there  might  remain  no  proof  of  their 
villainy :  at  other  times  they  fold  thofe 
Spaniards  in  their  own  colonies ;  and 
when  thefe  wretches  demanded  juftice 
of  the  Englifh  governor,  thofe  who 
had  fold  them,  got  off,  by  pretending, 
that  from  their  fwarthy  complexion, 
they  had  taken  them  for  Negroes  :  the 
pirates  underftood  one  another,  and 
divided  rfie  fpoils  with  the  judges, 

“  and 


V  •  'SvA.vV"  ';  V 

• 41  '•  *  vS-  ' ' - 


Admiral  VERNON.  131 

/ 

“  and  then  faid,  that  they  had  been  tried 
“  by  their  peers.” 

“  The  Spanifh  guarda  coftas,  (con- 
“  tinues  he )  revenged  themfelves  fre- 
“  quently  of  theie  cruel  hoftilities ;  they 
“  took  a  great  many  veffels,  and  ufedthe 
“  crews  extremely  ill.”  They  were  un¬ 
der  the  hatches,  and  laid  in  irons,  carried 
into  the  Havannah,  and  other  parts, 
naked  as  they  were  born,  and  there  con¬ 
fined  to  a  dungeon,  out  of  which  hard- 
Ihips,  by  the  humanity  of  the  natives, 
they  were  partly  relieved. 

In  the  mean  time  negotiations  were  fet 
on  foot  both  at  London  and  Madrid,  for 
terminating  the  differencs  in  America  : 
by  the  convention  of  Pardo,  of  the  14th 
of  January,  1739,  the  court  of  Spain,  up¬ 
on  balancing  accovnpts  with  the  South- 
fea  company,  engaged  to  pay  them  nine¬ 
ty  thoufand  pounds  in  four  months,  re- 
ferving  to  heifelf  a  power  of  making  a 
deduction  of  what  the  company  might  be 
indebted  to  the  Spaniards.  This  became 
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the  fubjeft  of  a  frefli  quarrel ;  and  the  ac- 
compts  of  private  merchants,  produced  a 
war,  wherein  both  nations  expended  a 
thoufand  times  more  than  the  demand  of 
either. 

During  thefe  tranfadlions,  one  Jenkins, 
the  captain  of  a  veffel  which  had  been 
taken,  prefented  himfelf  before  the  houfe 
of  commons,  in  1739,  with  his  nofe  lplit, 
and  wanting  his  ears,  that  had  been  cut 
off:  he  appeared  to  be  a  plain  open  man, 
and  afferted,  that  he  had  carried  on  no 
contraband  trade,  but  was  taken  on  the 
American  coaft  by  a  Spanilh  guarda 
cofta,  whole  commander  feized  his  fhip, 
laid  the  crew  in  irons,  and  had  left  him 
thefe  mangling  tokens.  “  Gentlemen, 
(faid  he)  “  after  mangling  me  in  this 
“  manner,  they  threatened  to  put  me  to 
“  death;  Iexpefted  it,  and  recommended 
“  my  foul  to  God,  but  the  revenge  of  my 
“  caufe  to  my  country.”  Thefe  words, 
pronounced  with  a  natural  emphafis, 
*aifed  pity  in  the  whole  affembly ;  the 

citizens 
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citizens  of  London  crowded  to  fee  Jen¬ 
kins,  and  loudly  demanded  a  war. 

The  houfe  of  commons  was  greatly  di¬ 
vided  in  their  opinions.  Sir  Robert  Wal¬ 
pole  and  his  party  were  defirous  to  recon¬ 
cile  matters ;  while  theoppofite  party,  by 
their  harangues  inflamed  the  minds  of  the 
people :  among  thofe  who  fpoke  upon  the 
fubjedt,  was  Mr.  Vernon,  andtho5  he  had 
not  that  flow  of  eloquence  fo  neceflary  to 
diftinguifh  one  in  the  parliament  of  Great 
Britain;  yet  the  honefty  and  uprightnefs  of 
his  heart  made  up  that  want;  he  knew  the 

"Weft-Indies  extremely  well,  and  fhew’d 
to  the  houfe  where  Spain  might  be  moft: 

fenfibly  affedted  ;  it  was  the  general  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  nation,  that  a  war  with  Spain 
would  be  advantageous  to  Great  Britain  ; 
but  now  it  is  found,  that  fuch  a  war  is 
moft  hurtful  to  trade  and  commerce  in 
general,  and  to  many  rich  and  opulent 
cities  in  particular  ;  for  the  merchants 
keep  up  fo  clofe  a  correfpondence,  even 
in  time  of  war,  that  the  Englifh  have  been 
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conftantly  interefted  in  the  Spanifh  trade, 
even  while  they  were  arming  for  the  de- 
ftruftion  of  that  monarchy,  fo  that  when 
their  privateers  took  a  prize,  they  really 
plundered  their  own  countrymen. 

Never  was  more  eloquence  difplayed, 
than  in  the  fpeeches  made  at  that  time  in 
both  houfes  of  parliament,  nay,  I  quefti- 
on,  if  the  ftudied  harangues  pronounced 
at  Athens  and  at  Rome,  upon  almoft 
fimilar  occafions,  are  fuperior  to  the  ex¬ 
temporaneous  difcourfes  of  Sir  William 
Wyndham,  lord  Carteret,  Sir  Robert 
Walpole,  the  earl  of  Chefterfield,  the 
duke  of  Argyle,  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Pultney, 
fince  earl  of  Bath,  and  Sir  William  Young* 
Thefe  difcourfes,  equal  to  the  elaborate 
panegyric  of  liberates,  which  he  was  fif¬ 
teen  years  in  compofing,  were  buttiie  na¬ 
tural  effect  of  that  liberty  which  the  Eng¬ 
lish  nation  has  been  hitherto  careful  to 
maintain.  It  is  true,  the  fpirit  of  party 
runs  thro’  them  all,  and  the  real  It  ate  of 
things  is  generally  difguifed,  for  while  the 
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minifterial  party  repre lent  the  government 
in  a  flourifhing  condition,  the  patriots  af¬ 
firm,  that  the  nation  is  ruined  and  undone, 
“  Where  are  thofe  days,”  (cried  a  mem¬ 
ber  in  the  houfe)  when  a  minifter  de¬ 
clared,  that  no  power  in  Europe  fhould 
fire  a  fingle  cannon(  without  leave  firft 
obtained  from  England  ?  This  happened 
in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  and  while 
Oliver  Cromwell  was  protedtor. 

At  length,  the  voice  of  the  nation  pre¬ 
vailed,  and  a  run  of  addrefles  at  laft  de¬ 
termined  the  king ;  letters  of  reprifals 
were  delivered  out  to  merchants  and  to 
privateers,  and  war  was  declared  againft 
Spain.* 

At  firft,  the  fea  was  the  theatre  of  action 
between  the  two  nations,  in  which  the 
privateers  on  both  fides  began  to  feize  the 
merchant- {hips  both  in  Europe  and  Ame¬ 
rica,  mutually  deftroying  the  very  com¬ 
merce  for  which  they  weie  fighting ;  and 
in  a  fhort  time  after  proceeded  to  greater 

*  October  23,  1739. 


hoftili- 


/ 

r  36  The  LIFE  of 

hoftilities,  both  fides  being  intent  to  wreck 
that  vengeance  due  only  to  a  neft  of  fm ug- 
glers  upon  each  other:  and  now  the  torrent 
ofwar,  which  had  been  reftrained  within  the 
fences  of  policy  and  confideration,  cover¬ 
ed  Europe  and  America,  the  difpute  be¬ 
tween  the  courts  of  Britain  and  Madrid, 
was  how  they  fhould  moft  fenfibly  hurt 
one  another. 

The  Britifh  miniftry  held  a  conference 
with  the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  to  which 
the  feveral  captains,  who  had  ferved  in 
the  navy,  were  invited.  In  this  numerous 
meeting  was  Mr.  Vernon,  who  began  at 
this  time  to  be  taken  more  notice  of  than 
hitherto,  and  even  to  be  regarded  by  Sir 
Robert  Walpole  himlelf. 

Tho’  that  minifter  adopted  the  faluta- 
ry  maxim,  that  a  kingdom  in  peace  is  in 
many  degrees  happier  than  when  engaged 
in  the  moft  fuccefsful  war  •,  yet  he  now  re- 
folved  to  indulge  the  multitude,  and  let 
the  nation  have  their  way.  He  propofed 
what  method  was  moft  likely  to  annoy  * 

Spain 
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Spain  in  the  moft  fenfible  part  :  iome  re- 
membring  the  expedition  to  Vigo,  pro- 
pofed  a  fecond  attack  upon  that  place, 
and  to  burn  the  Spanifh  veffels  in  Cadiz, 
and  the  other  ports  of  the  kingdom :  eve* 
ry  one  gave  his  opinion  in  the  matter  as 
feemed  moft  feafible  to  him.  Mr.  Ver¬ 
non,  notwithftanding  he  had  been  negledt- 

1 

ed,  merely  through  his  oppofition  to  the 
minifterial  influence  in  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  ;  and  that  he  had  no  profpeft  of 

✓ 

gaining  their  favour,  fpoke  with  all  the 
coolnefs  and  deliberation  that  an  honeft 
and  upright  heart  could  fuggeft  :  he  told 
the  afifembly,  that,  iC  though  he  look’d 
“  upon  a  war  with  Spain  as  hurtful  to  the 
<c  nation  in  general,  and  to  the  trade  of 
“  the  city  of  London  in  particular,  yea,  , 
cc  to  the  mercantile  part  of  the  whole 
“  kingdom,  yet  now  that  they  were  to 
“  confider  of  the  manner  of  affedling 
<c  Spain  in  the  moft  fenfible  part,  he 
cc  could  not  be  fo  far  wanting  in  his  du- 
“  ty  to  his  king,  his  country,  and  to  his 

44  own 
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“  own  confcience,  as  not  to  fpeak  the 
“  fentiments  of  his  heart  upon  lb  impor¬ 
tant  aiubjecl,”  “  I,  continued  he,  have 

“  an  opportunity  of  knowing  Old 
“  Spain  fince  the  year  1702,  and  New 

“  Spain  fince  the  year  1711 :  happy  had  it 
“  been  lor  the  inhabitants  of  the  former, 
“  tnat  tney  had  never  been  acquainted 
“  with  the  territory  of  the  latter  ;  for 
“  there  be  many  mines  in  Old  Spain  un- 
“  touched,  notwithftanding  what  is  faid 
“  of  their  being  exhaufted  by  the  Romans 
“  and  Carthagenians,  by  the  Goths,  and 
cc  the  Moors;  trained  up  in  this  prepofte- 
rous  opinion,  the  Spaniards  negledlim- 
“  proving  their  country  at  home,  and 
“  feek  tor  riches  in  the  new  world,  they 
“  dig  deep  into  the  bowels  of  their  new 
“  fettlements  in  queft  of  riches,  which 
“  laft  are  their  only  fupport  ;  deftroy 
“  their  fettlements  in  America,  and  Spain 
“  falls  oi  courfe;  their  priefts,  and  nume- 
“  rous  leminaries  of  monks  and  nuns, 
“  thefe  trumpeters  of  a  gloomy  religion, 

“  will 
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will  deftroy  what  their  own  idienefs, 

“  and  want  of  induftry,  may  cafually 
have  i pared  j  wherefore,  my  opinion  is, 
cc  that  a  itrong  fquadron  be  lent  into  the 
“  Weft-Inches,  to  diftrefs  the  enemy  in 
their  very  vitals,  to  deftroy  their  mines, 
tc  to  feize  upon  their  treaiures,  to  take  their 
“  fhips,  and  to  ruin  their  iettlempnts  ; 
“  let  them  be  attacked  in  as  many  places  as 
<c  poflible  at  ©ne  and  the  lame  time,  let  us 
“  even  extend  our  endeavours  to  the  very 
4C  Antipodes  of  Madrid  ;  for  I  know  the 
“  Spaniards  trade  there.’5  He  then  gave  a 
defcription  of  the  Iftmus  of  Darien,  of 
Portcbello,  and  of  Carthagena,  the  very 
center  of  the  Spanilh  treafures  *,  and  con¬ 
cluded  with  faying,  “  that  if  once  Porto- 
u  bello  and  Carthagena  were  taken,  then 
“  all  will  be  loft  to  them.55 

This  fpeech  was  received  by  the  whole 
with  repeated  approbation,  as  it  came 
from  the  mouth  of  a  brave  honeft  man, 
and  no  way  embellifhed  with  thefe  flowers 

of 
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of  rhetoric  which  carry  perfuafion,  tho’ 
enforcing  a  bad  caufe. 

The  i/Tue  of  the  conference  was  laid 
before  the  king  and  privy-council,  who 
faw  foon  into  the  extent  and  advantage  of 
what  Mr.  Vernon  had  propofed,  and  a  re- 

folution  was  taken  to  employ  him  in  the 
fervice. 

This  refolution  was  taken  without  his 
being  any  way  privy  to  it ;  for  he  had 
neither  applied  by  himfelf,  nor  yet  had 
he  employed  his  friends  :  a  confcioufnefs 
of  his  merit,  determined  Sir  Robert  Wal¬ 
pole,  and  a  conviction  of  the  truth  of  what 
he  had  faid,  prevailed  on  the  lords  of  the 
admiralty. 

He  was  at  Chatham  in  bed  with  his 
lady  when,  the  courier  arrived  with  the 
news,  about  two  o’clock  in  the  morning  j 
and  being  apprifed,  that  difpatches  had 
come  to  him  from  London,  of  the  laft 
importance,  he  immediately  arofe,  and 
judging  that  thefe  might  be  from  his 
brother,  commiffioper  Vernon,  a  very 

very 
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amiable  and  worthy  gentleman,  he  afk- 
ed  haftily,  “  what  news  from  my  bro- 
“  ther,  and  what’s  become  of  my  fon  ?” 
«n  only  child,  who  died  about  fix  years 
ago.  “  I  believe  they  are  all  well,”  re- 
ply’d  the  courier,  “  but  I  do  not  come 
“  from  them,  I  come  immediately  from 
“  his  majefty  king  George.” 

On  opening  the  packet,  he  found  a 
commiffion  declaring  him  vice-admiral 
of  the  blue,  and  commander  in  chief  of  a 
fquadron  of  his  majefty’s  fhips  of  war  to 
be  fent  to  the  Weft-Indies,  for  annoying 
the  Spaniards  in  their  trade,  and  for  de- 
ftroying  their  fettlements;  and  at  the  fame 
time  there  was  a  letter  requiring  his  imme¬ 
diate  attendance  upon  the  king  at  St. 
James’s. 

On  (hewing  the  contents  to  his  lady,  fhe 
was  as  much  furprifed  as  her  hufband  ; 
fhe  advifed  him  take  his  reft,  and  to  con- 
fider  of  the  matter  till  the  morning. 
“  No,  faid  the  admiral,  tho’  I  love  you 
“  tenderly,  and  would  pay  as  much  re- 

“  gard 
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“  gard  to  your  advice  as  you  could  ex~ 
<c  pe£t  from  me,  who  admire  your  perfon, 
<c  and  honour  your  virtues  j  yet  the  fer- 
cc  vice  and  intereft  of  my  country  muft 
<c  prevail  over  every  private  confidera- 
cc  tion ;  and  now,  that  his  majefty  has  ho- 

44  noured  me  with  his  commands,  it  is 

/ 

“  juft  I  fhould  obey,  without  hefitation.” 
The  admiral  was  pofitively  fixed  in  his 
refolution,  and  his  lady  became  quickly 
refigned.  He  immediately  ordered  a  poft- 
chaife  to  be  got  ready,  and  arrived  at  St. 
James’s,  without  halting,  about  ten  in  the 
morning. 

On  the  19th  of  July  1739  admiral 
Vernon  received  his  final  inftrudtions, 
under  his  majefty ’s  fign  manual,  “  To 
cc  deftroy  the  Spanifli  fettlements  in  the 
cc  Weft-Indies,  and  to  diftrefs  their  fhip- 
“  ping  by  every  method  whatever.” 

jHe  only.de fired  three  or  four  days  to 
fettie  his  domeftic  bufinefs,  while  the  fbips 
were  getting  ready  to  fail  under  his  com¬ 
mand  :  and  thefe  were  the  following  men 
of  war.  I  he 
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The  Burford,  on  board  of  which  the  ad¬ 
miral  hoifted  his  flag,  captain  Wat fon, 
who  has  been  the  only  luccefsful  lea-of¬ 
ficer  daring  the  war  of  1756;  lhe  mount¬ 
ed ’70  guns,  and  contained  500  men. 
Lenox,  70  guns  and  480  men,  captain 
Colvil  Mayne. 

Elizabeth,  70  guns  and  480  men,  captain 
Edward  Effingham. 

Kent,  70  guns  and  480  men,  captain 
Thomas  Durell. 

0 

Worcefter,  60  guns  and  400  men,  cap¬ 
tain  Perry  Mayne. 

Stafford,  60  guns  and  400  men,  captain 
Thomas  Trevor. 

Princefs  Louifa,  60  guns  and  420  men, 
captain  Thomas  Waterhoufe. 

*  Norwich,  50  guns  and  300  men,  captain 
Richard  Herbert. 

Pearl,  40  guns  and  240  men,  honourable 

Henry  Legge. 

*  %  * 

•  0 

This  formidable  fleet  of  fliips  weighed 
anchor  the  23d  of  July  from  Portfmouth, 
and  in  two  days  arrived  in  Porland  road, 

where 
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where  they  were  detained  by  contrary 
winds  till  the  ift  of  Auguft:  in  which 
interval  of  time  admiral  Vernon  fpared 
no  pains  to  reconcile  the  raw  men,  of 
which  there  was  a  great  number  on  board, 
to  the  fea-fervice,  wherein  they  were  en¬ 
gaged.  He  daily  exercifed  the  failors  and 
the  marines,  and  fometimes  ordered 
fham-fights,  in  which  all  the  variety  that 
occurs  from  the  time  of  firing  the  firfb 
gun,  till  boarding  the  fhip,  were  gone 
*  through. 

By  this  and  the  like  methods,  he  be¬ 
held  with  concern  the  ftate  of  the  marines, 
two  thirds  of  whom  had  never  feen  an 
engagement,  and  many  of  them  had  ne¬ 
ver  fired  a  gun  during  the  courfe  of  their 
lives. 

Touch’d  with  the  fituation  of  his  coun¬ 
try,  and  moved  with  compaflion  for  the 
men,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  the  duke  of 
Newcafile,  then  one  of  the  principal  fe- 
cretaries  of  ftate  j  and  in  a  very  moving 

and 
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and  nervous  manner  did  he  reprefent  the  af¬ 
fair,  at  the  fame  time  propofing  a  remedy. 

“  I  could  with,”  'continued  he,  “  we 
€C  had  each  of  us  a  company  of  foot  of 
c<  regular  troops  fent  on  board  each  fhip, 
which  would  have  ftrengthened  us  in 
£C  numbers,  as  well  as  had  their  expertnefs 
in  handling  their  arms,  to  have  incited 
V  our  men  to  the  imitation  of  them. 

“  If  we  fhouldcome  into  a  general  war 
cc  with  France  as  well  as  Spain,  I  believe 
“  your  grace  will  have  clearly  perceived, 
<c  from  the  difficulty  of  manning  thefe 
“  (hips  as  they  are,  the  neceffity  there 
tc  may  be  for  having  moft  of  our  march- 
“  ins  regiments  converted  into  marines  : 

u  and  if  they  become  feamen,  they  were 

• 

4C  admitted  to  be  difeharged  for  fuch  : 
“  that  would  make  a  good  nurfery  for 
cc  breeding  them  at  a  time  we  might  pro- 
tc  bably  find  fuch  a  neceffity  for  them. 

cc  As  I  have  always  lookt  upon  our 
“  fleet,  as  what  mult  not  only  protect 
“  our  trade,  but  fecure  us  the  bleffing  of 
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“  a  proteftant  fucceflion  j  your  grace  will 
“  excufe  the  overflowing  of  a  fincere, 
4C  though  it  may  be  an  imprudent  zeal, 
“  being  convinced  in  my  own  judgment, 
4C  that  preferving  a  fuperiority  at  lea,  is 
4C  the  belt  fecurity  for  his  majefty’s  go- 
4C  vernment,  as  well  as  of  the  trade  and 
46  profperity  of  this  kingdom.5’ 

This  letter,  the  effect  of  the  utmoft 
fincerity,  and  moft  mature  deliberation, 
was  laid  before  the  privy  council  ;  and 
was  honoured  not  only  with  their  appro¬ 
bation,  but  even  with  that  of  the  king 
himfelf  who  recommended  that  a  proper 
regard  fhould  be  had  to  the  admiral's 
propolals. 

On  the  2d  of  Auguft,  the  day  he  wrote 
the  above  letter,  he  arrived  in  Cavefon- 
bay,  off  Plymouth,  where  he  was  becalm¬ 
ed  for  about  fourteen  hours,  during  which 
time  he  repaired  a  fmall  damage,  and 
next  morning  fleered  for  the  coaft  of  Ga¬ 
licia. 


On 
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On  the  6th  day  from  their  fetting  fail, 
captain  Perry  Mayne  of  the  Worcefter 
made  the  high  land  of  Cape-Ortugal,  E. 
of  theGroine;  where  he  was  informed 
that  the  Ferrol  fquadron  had  failed  on  the 
21ft  of  July  for  Cadiz,  and  that  the  Azo- 
gues  fhips  had  not  yet  arrived.  All  which 
was  faithfully  communicated  to  the  duke 
of  Newcaftle,  in  a  letter  dated  Aixmft 
15th,  the  admiral  alio  informed  his  grace, 
that  having  Rationed  the  Lenox,  the  Eli¬ 
zabeth,  and  Kent,  for  thirty  clays,  to  wait 
the  arrival  of  the  Azogues,  and  fent  the 
Pearl  to  her  Ration  between  Lifbon  and 
Oporto,  for  three  months,  he  was  pre¬ 
paring  to  fail  for  Madeira  to  water, 
and  hoped  to  meet  the  Azogues  fhips  at 
die  Canar ic-s,  and  from  thence  to  fleer 
with  all  expedition  to  the  Weft-Indies  j 
concluding  with  an  intreaty,  to  be  rein¬ 
forced  with  fhips  fufficient  to  face  any 
fquadron  the  miniftry  might  hear  to  be 
fent  againft  him. 

H  2 
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On  the  26th  of  Auguft  the  fquadron, 
now  reduced  to  five  fhips,  arrived  at  Ma¬ 
deira,  where  plenty  of  wine,  water,  and 
all  manner  of  provifions  were  taken  in. 

The  admiral  agreed  upon  the  fignal  for 
failing  on  the  30th  ^  but  not  before  he  had 
difpatched  a  (loop  with  particular  orders 
to  commodore  Brown,  then  commander 
of  a  Britifh  fquadron  at  Jamaica,  to  hold 
his  fhips  in  readinefs  to  join.  He  like- 
wife  fettled  the  rendezvous  with  the  feve- 
ral  captains,  in  cafe  of  a  feparation  ;  and 
at  the  lame  time  wrote  to  the  duke  of 
Newcaftle  an  account  of  the  ftate  he  was 
in  :  he  exprefled  a  fufpicion  from  the  in¬ 
telligence  he  had  received  at  fea,  that  the 
Ferrol  fquadron  had  failed  before  him  to 
convoy  the  galleons  ;  he  preffed  for  a  re¬ 
inforcement  to  enable  him  to  face  the 
enemy,  declared  his  refolution  to  incur 
the  cenfure  of  rafhnefs,  rather  than  the 
want  of  zeal  ^  and  concludes  in  thefe 
words :  cc  Your  grace  muft  bear  a  part  in 
3  “  the 
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cc  the  cenfure,  if  I  am  too  weak  for  the 
“  work  affirmed  me.5’ 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th  of  Auguffc 
the  fquadron  iailed  for  Antigua,  off  which 
ifiand  they  arrived  on  the  29th  of  Sep¬ 
tember. 

For  fome  days  the  fhips  beat  about  the 
iflands  to  procure  intelligence,  to  find 
out  the  ftationed  fhips,  and  to  take  a 
fkilful  pilot  on  board  to  conduct  them 
to  the  Caraccas  :  but  being  difappointed 
in  every  branch  of  his  expectation,  the 
admiral  haftened  to  bear  away  in  queft  of 
the  galleons  9  and  hearing  that  three  Spa- 
nifh  fnips  were  taking  in  goods  on  the 
Caraccas  coaft,  he  lent  an  equal  number 
to  furprife  them  ;  fo  that  all  being  fettled, 
he  proceeded  to  Port-Royal  in  Jamaica, 
where  he  arrived  on  the  12th  of  Odtober. 

His  firft  care  was  to  notify  his  arrival 
to  governor  Trelawney,  both  to  defire  his 
excellency’s  affiftance  in  the  work  for 
which  the  fquadron  had  been  fent  into 

H  3  thofe 
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tnoie  parts,  and  to  affure  him  of  his  own 
zeal  to  execute  the  lame.  The  former 
part  the  governor  complied  with,  and  the 
latter  he  was  ready  to  believe. 

At  Port-Royal  intelligence  was  re¬ 
ceived,  that  neither  the  Ferrol  fleet,  nor 
any  of  the  galleons  were  ready  to  fail  for 
Europe  ;  that  no  fair  had  yet  been  opened 
at  Porto- Bello  *,  and  that  no  fliip  or  veil'd 
would  lail  till  after  Chriftmas. 

This  entirely  altered  the  admiral’s 
thoughts :  an  attack  upon  Carthagena 
or  Porto-Bello  became  the  immediate  ob¬ 
ject  of  his  next  proceedings.  The  only 
queftion  was,  how  to  attain  fuccefsn  for 
procuring  which  he  lent  a  Hoop  with  a  flag 
of  truce,  and  an  offer  to  exchange  for  the 
South-fea  agent  and  fadlors,’  Don  Pedro 
Elliftagaritta,  the  Spanifh  admiral’s  cap¬ 
tain,  who  had  been  furpifed  and  brought 
oft'  from  Carthagena,  on  the  10th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  by  captain  Stapylton,  and  others. 
By  thefe  means  he  hoped  to  have  certain 
advice  of  the  Spanifh  force  in  thofe  parts, 

though 
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though  he  did  not  cxpedt  any  compliance 
with  the  exchange  propoled. 

While  this  Hoop  was  gone,  it  was  dif- 
covered  by  feme  letters  taken  in  a  Spanilli 
prize,  “  That  four  EngliPn  fhips,  under 
“  commodore  Brown,  had  attacked  and 
“  battered  down  a  fort  which  the  Spani- 
6C  ards  were  building  between  Matterfes 
<c  and  theHavannah  ;  and  that  thereupon 
cc  they  had  embargoed  all  the  Englifh 
“  factory,  and  an  Englifh  brigantine  be- 
<c  longing  to  the  affiento  company,  that 
“  lay  down  at  the  Moon-caftle  ready  to 
tc  have  failed,  and  fent  directions  to  do 
46  the  fame  at  St.  Jago.” 

On  the  28th  commodore  Brown  re- 
turned  to  Port-Royal  harbour  from  a 
cruize;  and  the  admiral  having  obtained 
a  full  (late  of  the  Spanifh  fhipping  and  of 
their  ftations,  and  judging  that  they  had 
agreed  to  join  at  Carthagena,  in  their  way 
to  Porto-bello,  to  open  the  great  fair,  the 
money  having  been  brought  from  Panama 
fome  time  before,  he  relolved  to  fail  im- 

H  4  mediately. 
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mediately,  and  if  poffible  to  reach  Porto- 
belio  before  the  arrival  of  the  Spanifh 
galleons,  determining  to  deftroy  the  for- 
fications,  and  to  nail  up  the  cannon;  or  if 
the  galleons  had  arrived,  to  attack  thefe 
in  the  harbour. 

For  this  purpofe  he  got  together  the 
beft  pilots,  among  whom  was  William 
Smye  captain  of  a  fioop  of  fourteen  car- 
riage  guns  and  ten  fvvivels,  a  man  of  great 
experience,  who  had  annually  diffurbed 
the  navigation  of  the  Spaniards  upon  the 
coaft  of  Panama,  and  carried  off’ a  confi- 
derable  booty  from  thence. 

As  this  expedition  was  reckoned  of  the 
utmoft  importance,  fo  every  method  was 
tri.tjd  to  render  it  fuccefsful.  An  embargo 
was  laid  upon  all  (hipping  for  three  days, 
to  prevent  intelligence  being  carried  to 
the  enemy.  Governor  Trelawney  fent 
him  as  many  foldiers  as  he  could  (pare, 
under  captain  Newton,  an  officer  of  cou¬ 
rage  and  experience.  0(  all  which  fteps 
the  admiral  eave  a  circumftantial  account 

to 
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to  the  duke  of  Newcaftle,  in  a  letter  dated 
Odtober  31.  “  I  hope,  fays  he,  from  the 
“  fuccefs  of  this  expedition,  to  convince 
cc  our  royal  mafrer,  however  I  may  have 
cc  been  mifreprefented  to  him  formerly, 
46  that  no  man  in  Britain  has  a  fincerer 
*c  inclination  to  ferve  his  majefty  faith- 
“  fully  and  refolutely.” 

This  letter  coming  to  hand  upon  the 
15th  of  December,  could  not  fail  of  giv¬ 
ing  entire  fatisfaftion,  eipecially  as  war 
had  been  declared  againft  Spain  on  the 
■23d  of  Oftxner  before  :  and  what  tended 
to  encreafe  the  fatisfa&ion,  was  that  Spain 
had  received  two  fenfible  itrokes  about 
this  time ;  one  of  which  from  captain 
Knowles,  who  took  a  Spanifn  fhip  where¬ 
in  were  feventy  four  thoufand  pieces  of 
eight,  and  cloathing  for  the  whole  garri- 
fon  of  St.  Auguftine;  the  other  wound 
was  from  admiral  Haddock,  who  on  the 
23d  of  September  took  the  St.  Joleph,*  a 
rich  Spanilh  fhip  bound  from  the  Carac- 
cas,  of  eight  hundred  tons  and  feventy 

H  5  feven 


feven  men  ;  and  on  the  3d  of  Gdober 
another  rich  prize  of  two  hundred  and 
eighty  tons  from  the  fame  place,  with 
many  other  fhips  of  leffer  value, 

I  hele  advantages  were  no  way  incon- 
fiderable,  but  more  than  all  thefe  was  ex- 
pefted  from  admiral  Vernon  ;  who  fenfible 
of  the  utility  that  might  redound  to  the 
enemy  from  a  delay  on  his  part,  prepared 
to  let  out  as  foon  as  pcflible  on  the  in¬ 
tended  expedition  :  at  the  fame  time  he  or¬ 
dered  a  convoy  for  the  trade  to  England, 
and  Rationed  a  fhip  to  cruize  to  the  wind¬ 
ward  tor  preceding  the  trade  from  -  that 
quarter. 

Every  thing  being  fettled,  and  the  fig- 
nals  communicated  to  the  captains,  he  on, 
the  3d  of  November,  ordered  commodore 
Ih  own  to  wear  his  diftingu  idling  pendant 
on  board,  the  Hampton  court,  and  to  be 
reedy  to  proceed  to  lea  with  the  other  fhips 
on  the  5th  in  the  morning;  at  which 
time  he  failed  from  the  harbour  with  a 

s  * 

Squadron  of  fix  men  of  war,  of  which  tht 
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Hampton-court  of  70  guns  and  495  men, 
commanded  by  commodore  Brown  and  • 
captain  Dent,  wasto  lead  with  the  ftar- 
board,  and  the  Princefs  Louifa  with  the 
larboard  tacks  a-board,  and  the  commo¬ 
dore  was  to  repeat  the  fignals.  1  he  other 
fliips  were  the  Norwich,  Worcefter,  Bur- 
ford,  and  Strafford.  With  thefe  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  towards  Porto-belio,  where  he  had 
appointed  the  rendezvous,  having  left  or- 
'  ders  for  the  Diamond,  Winchor,  and 
Anglefea,  to  compleat  their  provifions  for 
ten  weeks,  and  follow  him.. 

The  fquadron  being  at  fea,  the  admiral 
on  the  7th  delivered  his  orders  to  com¬ 
modore  Brown  and  the  other  captains,, 
appointing  the  fallowing  difpofuions  for 
the  attack. 

-  “  That  upon  making  the  land  of  Porto- 
«  bello,  and  having  a  fair  wind  to  favour 
“  them,  and  day-light  for  the  attempt,, 
“  to  have  their  fhips  clear  in  all  refpefts-, 
“  for  immediate  fervice,  and  on  the  pro- 
“  per  fignal  to  form  themfelves  into,  the- 
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line  or  battle  above  diredtecL  and  bein^ 

7  t? 

formed  to  follow  the  fame  order  of 
battle  to  the  manner  hereafter  diredted. 
And  as  the  north  fhore  of  the  harbour 
of  Porto-bello  has  been  reprefented  to 
the  admiral  to  be  a  bold  deep  fhore,  on 
which  at  the  fi rflen trance  flood  the  caftle 
de  Ferro,  or  Iron-caftle  ;  commodore 
Brown  and  the  (hips  that  followed, 
were  diredted  to  pafs  the  laid  fort  within 
lels  than  a  cable’s  length,  for  giving 
the  Spaniards  the  warmer  fire  both 

from  the  mufquetry  as  well  as  their 
cannon  :  and  then  commodore  Brown 
was  to  iteer  for  the  Gloria'Caftle,  and 
anchor  as  near  as  he  could  to  the  carter- 
mod  part  of  it,  for  battering  down  the 
defence  of  it,  fo  as  to  leave  room  for 


captain  Mayne  in  the  Worcefter,  to  an¬ 
chor  aftern  of  him  againrt  the  weftermoft: 
bartion  of  it,  to  do  the  fame  there  j  who 
was  to  follow  luch  further  orders  as  the 
commodore  fhould  give  him  for  at- 
tacking  the  faid  caftle  :  and  captain 

Herbert 
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“  Herbert  in  the  Norwich,  after  giving 
“  his  fire  to  the  Iron-caftle  as  he  parted 
“  by  it,  was  to  make  diredtly  op  to  the 
“  caftle  of  St.  Jeronimo,  lying  to  the 
“  eaftward  of  the  town,  and  anchoring 
cc  as  near  as  he  could  to  it,  to  batter  it 
“  down  :  and  captain  Trevor  in  the  Straf- 
“  ford  following  the  admiral,  was  to 
cc  come  to  an  anchor  againft  the  Caftle 
<c  de  Ferro,  and  far  enough  to  the  eaft- 
cc  ward  to  leave  room  for  captain  Water- 
“  houfe  in  the  Princefs  Louifa  to  anchor 
iC  aftern  of  him,  for  battering  the  wefter- 
“  mofl  part  j  being  to  continue  on  that 
cc  fervice  to  make  themfelves  mailers  of 
cc  it:  and  the  youngert:  officers  to  follow 
“  the  further  orders  of  the  elder  in  the 
“  profecution  of  the  attack  :  and  if  the 
“  weather  was  favourable  for  it,  on  their 
“  going  in,  each  ffiip  was  diredted,  be- 
tc  fides  having  his  long-boat  towing  a- 
iC  ilern,  to  have  his  barge  alongfide  to 
tow  the  long-boats  away  with  iuch  part 
“  of  the  foldiers  as  could  conveniently  go 
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“  in  them  diredly  on  board  the  admiral, 
“  for  his  direding  a  defcent  with  them 
“  where  he  fhould  find  it  would  moft 
<c  favour  the  feveral  attacks.” 

And  the  admiral  represented  to  the  fe¬ 
veral  captains,  <c  That  from  the  mens 
ct  inexperience  in  fervice,  it  was  neceflary 
cc  to  take  more  precaution  to  prevent 
cc  hurry  and  confufion,  and  a  fruitless 
cc  wade  of  powder  and  (hot  j  directing 
“  them  all  to  give  the  ft  ride  ft  orders  to 
4t  the  refpedive  officers,  that  were  to  com- 
mand  the  feveral  batteries,  to  take  care 
cc  that  no  gun  was  fired  but  what  they, 
“  or  thole  they  particularly  appointed, 
“  faw  firft:  levelled  and  dirt  died  the  firing 
cc  of:  and  that  they  fhould  ftridiy  pro- 
tc  Inbit  ail  their  men  from  hollowing, 
and  making  fuch-like  irregular  node, 
cc  that  would  only  lerve  to  throw  them- 
<c  felves  into  confufion,  till  fuch  time  as 
“  the  ferviee  was  fully  performed^  and 
they  had  nothing  lei t  to  do  but  to  glory 
in  their  vidory,  which  fuch  confufion. 

^  might 
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might  often  prevent,  and  otherwife 
cc  prove  fatal  to  them.  And  thofe  that 
“  had  the  cohorn  mortars  on  board,  were 
<c  direded  to  make  ufe  of  them  againft 
cc  the  refpedive  forts  they  were  appointed 
tc  to  batter  and  deftroy.” 

About  the  fame  time  captain  Stapleton, 
in  the  Sheernefs  was  ordered  for  Cartha- 
gena,  u  To  look  in  on  the  back  of  the 
“  town,  and  fee  whether  the  galleons  were 
cc  ftill  in  that  harbour,  and  carefully  to 
“  obferve  their  motions  *  and  if  he  found 
u  them  already  at,  or  in  a  difpofnion  for 

coming  to  fea,  or  that  any  men  of  war 
“  were  to  come  to  join  them,  then  to 
<c  make  the  beft  of  his  way  for  Porto  -bel  Io, 
“  to  give  the  earlieft  advice  of  it  he  could, 
“  to  prevent  the  admiral’s  being  fur- 
*c  prifed.” 

Proper  fignals  were  appointed  inftead 
of  hailing,  as  the  laft- mentioned  pradice 
has  frequently  been  attended  with  bad 
confequences  on  an  enemy’s  coaft,  efpe- 
cially  in  the  night  time. 


It 
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It  was  the  evening  of  the  20th  of  No¬ 
vember  before  the  fquadron  could  have  a 
fight  of  Porto- bello ;  where,  in  a  few 
hours,  a  fcene  of  horror  and  blood fhed 
was  to  be  opened, and  of  which  place  it  will 
not  be  improper  here  to  give  adefcription. 

The  town  of  Porto-bello  is  fituated  on 
the  north  fide  of  the  famous  ifthmus  of 
Darien,  which  running  in  a  manner  from 
eaft  to  weft  between  the  North  and  South- 
feas,  joins  the  two  vaft  continents  of 
North  and  South-America.  It  is  about 
eighteen  leagues  from  Panama,  which  lies 
on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  ifthmus.  It  has 
a  commodious  bay  about  a  mile  deep, 
affording  good  anchorage  and  fhelter  for 
fhips,  and  near  half  a  mile  broad  at  the 
mouth  of  the  harbour.  At  the  entrance 
of  the  north  fide  of  the  bay,  on  the  fide  of 
a  ftcep  rock,  flood  a  ftrong  caftle  called 
the  Iron-caft!e,  mounting  feventy  eight 
great  guns,  with  a  battery  beneath  paral¬ 
lel  with  the  water,  which  mounted  twenty- 
two  guns  :  the  caltle  and  fort  garrifoned 

by 
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by  three  hundred  men.  On  the  oppofite 
fide  the  bay,  but  near  a  mile  farther  up 
on  the  afcent,  flood  the  Caftle-gloria, 
confifting  of  two  regular  baftions  to  the 
the  fea  mounting  ninety  guns,  with  a 
curtain  between  them  mounting  twenty 
two  guns,  befides  a  line  of  eight  guns  that 
pointed  to  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  the 
whole  defended  by  four  hundred  men  :  a 
little  above  this  caftle,  near  the  other  end 
of  the  town,  on  a  point  that  ran  into  the 
bay,  fiood  Fort  St.  Jeronimo,  being  a 
kind  of  quadrangular  redoubt,  flrongly 
built,  well  planted  with  cannon,  and  pro¬ 
perly  defended.  Under  the  cannon  of 
Gloria  Caftle  and  Fort  St.  Jeronimo,  all 
the  fhips  belonging  to  the  harbour  rode 
at  anchor  *,  and  this  defence,  together 
with  the  guns  on  the  Iron  Caftle,  render- 
ed  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  very  diffi¬ 
cult,  and  extremely  dangerous.  At  the 
bottom  of  the  harbour  lies  the  town, 
bending  along  the  fhore  like  a  half-moon : 
it  is  long  and  narrow,  having  two  princi- 
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pal  ftreets  befides  thofe  that  go  acrofs, 
with  a  fin  all  parade  about  the  middle  of 


lf’  Surrounded  with  lair  houfes.  It  con- 


fats  of 
ch  urc  he 


ci.oo-.it  five  hundred  houfes,  two 
s,  a  treasury,  a  cuftom-houfe,  and 


an  exenange.  File  eaft-fide  is  low  and 
iwampy,  and  the  lea  at:  lower- water  leaves 
tne  fho re  within  the  harbour  bare  a  great 
way  from  the  houfes,  which  having 
biackiih  filthy  mud  ftinks  very  much, 
and  breeds  noifome  vapours  through  the 
lieau  of  me  climate,  it  lying  in  the  tenth 
o  Oi  north  latitude  ^  for  this  reafon 


l.  is  but  thinly  peopled,  except  at  the  time 
oi  the  fair,  which  alone  gives  great  repu¬ 
tation  to  tne  place,  as  being  the  market 
through  which  all  the  wealth'of  Peru,  and 
the  manufactures  of  Europe,  annually  cir¬ 
culate.  This  place  was  taken  by  the  Buc¬ 
caneers  in  1 688,  but  was  foon  refortified 


in  a  much  ftronger  manner,  had  been  long 
efteemed  impregnable,  and  was  formerly 
told  could  not  be  taken  by  a  large  fqua- 
qron,  and  at  leaft  eight  thoufand  men, 

when 
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when  the  Britifh  fhips  and  Tailors  lay  rot¬ 
ting  at  the  Baftimentos. 

The  Britifh  fquadron  being  off  this 
harbour,  and  the  wind  failing,  the  admi¬ 
ral,  left  he  fhould  be  drawn  to  the  eaft  o\ 
thereof,  made  the  fignal  for  coming 
to  anchor  at  the  diftance  of  fix  leagues  oft 
the  fhore.  In  the  morning  the  fleet 
'  plied  to  windward  in  line  ot  battle,  but 
the  wind  proving  eafterly,  the  attack  was 
confined  to  the  iron  fort  only,  dole  to 
which  captain  Renton  piloted  the  fqua¬ 
dron. 

Commodore  Brown,  in  the  Hampton- 
court,  led  the  attack,  and  in  about  twenty- 
five  minutes  fired  no  lets  than  lour  hun¬ 
dred  (hot.  He  was  fo  well  feconded  by 
captain  Herbert  in  the  Norwich,  and  cap¬ 
tain  Mayne  in  the  Worcefter,  that  tome 
of  the  Spanifh  officers  and  foldiers  Toon 
fled  from  the  tort,  which,  the  admiral  ob- 
ferving,  he  made  the  fignal  for  the  boats, 
in  which  were  about  forty  tailors,  a  com¬ 
pany  of  marines  and  three  officers,  to 

haften 
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Jiaiten  their  landing,  while  he  was  coming 
up  to  the  fort,  in  order  to  batter  it;  while 
luffing  up  to  the  fort  as  near  as  poflible, 
he  was  welcomed  bya  volley,  every  lhot  of 
which  almoft  took  place;  one  ftruck  away 
the  ftern  of  his  barge,  another  broke  a 
large  gun  on  his  upper  deck,  a  third  went 
thro’  the  foretop-maft,  a  fourth  palling 
taro’  the  awnings,  within  two  inches  of 
tne  main -malt,  beat  cown  the  barricado 
ci  the  quarter  deck,  very  near  the  admi¬ 
ral,  killed  three  men,  and  wounded  five 
others. 

No  way  difcouraged  at  this,  the  Britilh 
feamenon  board  the  admiral’s  fhip,  returned 
theialute  both  with  their  cannon  and  ffnall 
anr.s,  which  i aft  drove  the  Spaniards  from 
their  lower  batteries,  and  killed  two  of 
tneii  principal  engineers;  the  landing 
irom  the  boats  was  now  free  from  dan¬ 
ger  :  as  thefe  came  near  the  admiral’s 
fhip,  he  called  to  them  to  go  diredlly  on 
thol'e  under  the  walls  of  their  fort  in  the 
front  of  their  lower  batteries,  tho’  there 


was 
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was  no  breach  made  :  his  orders  were 
obeyed,  they  all  landed  fafe,  except  two 
foldiers,  who  were  killed  each  by  a  ball 
from  the  caftle  :  never  was  more  ea°-er- 
nefs  fhewn  than  on  this  occalion  :  in  lea- 
ling  the  fort  walls,  one  man  fet  himfeif 
clofe  under  an  embrafure,  whilft  another 
climbed  upon  his  fhoulders,  and  entered 
under  the  mouth  of  a  great  gun  :  this  rail¬ 
ed]  in  the  enemy  fo  general  a  confterna- 
tion,  that  both  officers  and  men,  who  had 
ltood  to  the  lower  battery,  threw  down 
their  arms  and  fled  to  the  upper  part  of 
the  fort,  where  they  held  out  a  white  flag 
as  a  fignal  of  capitulation  :  the  admiral 
anfwered  by  another,  but  it  was  fome  time 
before  he  could  ftop  his  own  men,  or 
thofe  on  board  the  Strafford  from  firing 
In  tne  mean  time,  the  leamen  had 
climbed  up  the  walls  ol  the  lower  bat¬ 
tery,  ftruck  the  colours,  and  drawn  the 
foldiers  up  after  them  :  on  which  the  Spa- 
maids,  who  had  fled  to  the  upper  apart¬ 
ments,  foon  furrendered  at  diferetion  : 

their 
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their  number  confifted  of  three  officers 
and  thirty-five  private,  men,  out  of  three 
hundred,  who,  except  all  thele,  were  either 
killed,  wounded,  or  had  made  their  efcape: 
they  at  firft  fhut  themfelves  up  in  a  ftrong 
lodgment,  but  on  the  Engliffi  firing  a  gun 
through  the  door,  they  foon  opened,  and 
begged  for  quarter,  which  was  given 
them. 

By  this  time  the  ffiips  that  went  in  be¬ 
fore  the  admiral,  were  fallen  to  leeward, 
fo  as  to  be  out  of  fight  of  Gloria  Caftle, 
but  the  admiral’s  ffiip  lying  open  to  it  i 
they  kept  firing  one  of  their  largeft  guns 
at  him  all  night,  tho’  with  little  damage, 
for  not  being  within  Point  Blank,  their 
ihot  either  did  not  reach,  or  elfe  went 
over  him  *,  only  one  fhot  went  thro’  his 
foretop -m aft,  juft  above  the  rigging,  but 
but  did  no  other  harm  ;  he  tried  fome  of 
his  lower  tier,  which  being  new  brafs 
o-uns,  anfwcred  beyond  expectation  ^  eve¬ 
ry  fhot  carried  over  the  Gloria  Caftle  into 
the  town,  one  of  them  went  thro’  the  go¬ 
vernor’s 
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vernor’s  houfe,  fome  thro5  other  houfes, 
and  one  funk  a  (loop  under  Gloria  Caftle. 

This  fuccefsful  beginning  was  attend¬ 
ed  only  with  the  lofs  of  three  men  killed, 
and  five  wounded  on  board  the  Wor-  ‘ 
cefter ;  and  one  failor  had  both  his  legs 
fhot  off  on  board  the  Hampton-court, 
two  foidiers  were  wounded  in  landing,  one 
of  whom  died  in  four  hours  after. 

The  next  morning,  being  the  twenty- 
fecond,  the  admiral  went  on  board  com¬ 
modore  Brown,  to  hold  a  confultation 
with  the  captains,  and  to  give  out  the 
neceffary  orders  for  warping  the  fhips  up 
the  next  night,  in  order  to  attack  Gloria 
Caftle  the  night  following,  as  it  would  not 
be  practicable  to  attempt  it  in  the  day¬ 
time  :  but  the  confultation  was  prevented 
by  the  enemy’s  putting  up  a  white  flag  at 
the  Gloria  Caftle,  and  fending  a  boat  with 
a  flag  of  truce,  and  with  it  a  lieutenant  of 
a  man  of  war,  and  the  governor’s  adju¬ 
tant,  bearing  the  conditions  on  which 
they  defired  to  capitulate  \  which  were, 

“  That 
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<c  That  the  government  would  deliver  up 
4C  ad  the  fortifications,  provided  they 
cc  might  be  allowed  to  march  out  with 
the  honours  of  war,  have  an  indem- 
nity  for  themfelves,  the  town,  and  the 
cc  inhabitants,  and  be  permitted  to  enjoy 
€C  all  the  fhips  in  the  harbour.55  This 
laft  could  by  no  means  be  granted,  as  the 
admiral  refolved  to  have  all  the  (hips,  be¬ 
ing  thofe  who  had  done  the  Englifn  mer¬ 
chants  the  injuries  complain’d  oi :  accord¬ 
ingly  he  drew  up  the  forms  on  which  he 
would  capitulate,  and  difpatched  them 
back,  allowing  them  only  five  hours  to 
confider  of  ‘them;  but  within  the  time 
limited  they  fent  a  meflenger  with  a  letter 
figned  by  Don  Francifco  Martines  de  Re- 
tez,  governor  of  Porto-bello,  and  Don 
Francifco  de  Abarea,  commander  of  the 
GuardaCoftas  there,  accepting  the  terms, 
which  were  prepared  and  executed  on  the 
fame  day,  and  are  as  follow  : 

By  the  ift,  “  The’garrifon  were  allow- 
“  ed  to  march  out  as  defired,  upon  condi- 

“  tion 
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cc  tion  the  king  of  Great  Britain’s  troops 

were  put  into  poffeffion  of  Gloria  Caftle 

cc  before  four  of  the  clock  that  evening, 

% 

and  the  garrilon  to  march  out  by  the 
“  next  morning. 

“  The  inhabitants  might  either  remove 
“  or  remain,  under  a  promife  of  fecurity 
“  for  themfelves  and  their  effeds. 

2d,  “  That  the  Spanifh  foldiers  might 
“  have  a  guard  if  they  thought  it  ne- 
“  ceflary. 

3d,  “  That  they  might  carry  oft  two 
“  cannons  mounted,  v/ith  ten  charges  of 
“  powder  for  each,  and  their  match  light- 
“  ed. 

4th,  “  That  the  gates  of  Gloria  Caftle 
“  fhould  abfolutely  be  in  poffeffion  of  the 
“  Britifh  troops  by  four  of  the  clock  •, 
“  and  the  Spanifh  garrifon  fhould  remain 
“  in  all  fafety  for  their  perfons  and  ef- 
“  feds,  till  the  appointed  time  for  their 
“  marching  out,  and  to  carry  with  them 
“  the  provifions  and  ammunition  necef- 
“  fary  for  their  fafety. 

'I  5th, 
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5th,  “  That  the  fhips,  with  their  ap- 
“  parel  and  arms,  fhouid  be  abfolutely 
“  delivered  up  to  the  ufe  of  his  Britannic 
“  majefty  *  but  that  all  the  officers,  both 
“  foldiers  and  crew,  fhouid  have  three 
“  days  allowed  them  to  retire  with  their 
“  perfonal  effedts  ;  only  one  officer  being 
iC  admitted  on  board  each  fhip  and  veflel, 
cc  to  take  poffeffion  for  his  Britannic  ma- 
cc  jefty,  and  fee  the  articles  ftridtly  com- 
cc  plied  with. 

6th,  “  That  provided  the  articles  were 
cx  ftridtly  complied  with,  and  that  poffef* 
“  fion  was  given  of  the  caftle  of  St.  Jero- 
cc  nimo,  in  the  fame  manner  as  ftipulated 
u  for  the  Caftle  Gloria  ;  then  the  clergy, 
cc  the  churches,  and  town  fhouid  be  pro- 
cc  tedted  and  preferved  in  all  their  immu- 
“  nities  and  properties. 

“  And  that  all  prifoners  already  taken, 
“  fhouid  be  fet  at  liberty  before  their  leav- 
“  ing  the  port.” 

Before  night  captain  Newton,  with  a 
detachment  of  about  one  hundred  and 
3  twenty 
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twenty  foldiers  took  poffefiion  of  Gloria 
Caftle  and  St.  Jeronimo  fort,  being  the 
remainingfortrefi.es  that  guarded  the  har¬ 
bour,  in  which  were  two  Spa.iifli  men  of 
war  of  20  guns  each,  and  a  fnow,  but  at 
this  time  they  were  almoft  abandoned ; 
their  crews  feeing  the  bold  and  regular 
attack  on  the  iron  fort,  and  defpairing  of 
being  capable  to  defend  themlllves,  they 
plundered  the  town  in  the  night  of  the 
2 1  ft,  and  committed  great  outrages  011 
the  unfortunate  inhabitants,  as  did  the 
Spaniftrgarrifon,  from  aperfuafion  of  their 
own  incapacity  to  ftand  a  ftorm’  from  lb 
daring  and  refolute  an  enemy. 

Things  fucceeding  fo  well,  the  admi¬ 
ral  took  on  board  his  fhips,  from  the  fe-' 
val  fortreffes,  forty  pieces  of  brafs  can¬ 
non,  ten  brals  field  pieces,  four  brafs  mor¬ 
tars,  andeighteen  brafs  patteraroes,  knock  • 
ed  off  the  the  trunnions  of  above  eighty 
iron  cannon,  and  fpiked  them  up.  He 
aifo  took  on  board  all  their  fliot  and  am¬ 
munition,  except  122  barrels  of  powder, 

-I  2  which 
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which  he  expended  in  fpringing  mines, 
by  which  all  the  fortifications  of  the  town 
were  blown  up,  and  the  harbour  leitopen 
and  defencelels. 

Ten  thoufand  dollars  that  were  arrived 
and  defigned  for  paying  the  Spanilh  troops 
at  Portobelio,  falling  into  the  admiral’s 
hands,  he  diltributed  them  among  the 
forces  for  their  encouragement. 

On  the  23d  the  admiral  ordered  all  the 
captains  “  Not  to  fend  any  of  the  boats 
“  afhore  without  an  officer,  for  whofe  con- 
“  dud;  they  would  be  refponfible  •,  and  as 
“  fecurity  from  plundering  perfons  and 
“  effects  was  granted  by  the  capitulation, 
“  they  were  ftriCtly  to  prohibit  its  being 
“  put  in  practice  in  any  fort  ;  and  to  af- 
“  fure  whoever  attempted  it,  they  fhould 
“  not  only  be  punifhed  for  the  infraction 
4c  cf  the  capitulation,  but  be  deprived  of 
“  their  fhare  of  the  feveral  captures  that 
“  werel'ecured  for  a  reward  of  their  gallant 
“  difeharge  of  their  duty.”  And  for  inter¬ 
cepting  any  thing  that  might  be  coming 

into, 
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into,  or  going  out  of  the  harbour  without 
permiffion,  the  admiral  gave  orders  “  for 
“  a  lieutenant,  with  a  barge  well  manned 
tc  and  armed,  to  be  on  duty  on  board  the 
44  weftermoft  fhip  every  night,  to  keep 
iC  guard  there  the  whole  night,  rowing 
“  every  now-and-then  crofs  the  harbour; 
44  alfo  a  fuffic.ient  guard  to  be  nightly 
44  mounted  every  watch  to  prevent  lur- 
44  prizes.”  The  admiral,  tender  of  the 
national  honour  of  his  country,  and  knew 
well  how  neceflary  it  was  for  a  lenient  and 
mild  ufe  of  his  conqueft,  to  cultivate  a 
good  opinion  of  the  Britifh  faith  and  inte¬ 
grity,  among  the  Spaniards,  thereby  to 
promote  private  trade  on  the  coaft,  and 
to  eradicate  thofe  abominable  notions  of 
Englifh  heretics,  villains,  and  cruel  fpoil- 
ers,  inftilled  among  the  inhabitants  by  the 
craft  and  fubtilty  of  the  jeluits.  For  this 
purpofe  he  difperfed  the  ftridteft  orders 
among  the  fquadron,  44  punftually  and 
44  religioufly,  inviolably  to  preferve  to  the 
44  Spaniards,  the  conditions  of  their  capi- 

I  3  44  tulation, 
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*c  tulation,  and  the  other  humane  conceL 
^  lions  granted  to  them  iince,  as  agreeable 
u  to  the  inclinations  of  his  royal  mafter, 
46  and  the  nature  of  an  Englilhman.” 

On  the  27th  captain  Knowles  arrived  in 
the  Diamond,  and  in  two  days  after,  the 
Windfor,  captain  Berkley,  and  the  An- 
glefea,  captain  Reddifh,  came  in. 

On  the  6th  of  December  captain  Sta- 
pylton  returned  from  his  cruize  off  Car- 
thagena,  having  taken  two  vefifels  going 
to  that  place  with  ftores  and  provifions. 

During  the  admiral’s  fbry  at  Portobello, 
he  lent  a  letter  to  the  president  of  Pana¬ 
ma,  demanding  the  releafement  of  the 
factors  and  fervants  of  the  South-fea  com¬ 
pany  who  were  confined  at  that  place,  as 
alfo  of  their  own  perfonal  and  the  compa¬ 
ny’s  efTedts,  threatening  to  proceed  to 
Ihew  a  juft  relentment  in  cafe  of  a  refu- 
fal.  The  governor  anfwered  in  a  trifling 
manner,  which  irritated  the  admiral  fo 
much,  that  he  fent  him  another,  couched 
in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  and  concluding 

thus  : 
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thus :  44  Health  and  profperity  to  ail  true 
cc  Spaniards,  who  may  lament  facrificing 
C€  the  true  intereft  ot  their  country  to  the 
€t  ambition  of  an  Italian  queen.”  1  his 
produced  not  only  a  very  angry  reply, 
but  even  provoked  the  governor  to  re-, 
fufe  the  admiral’s  demands,  with  reipeft 
to  the  effects,  but  not  with  regard  to  the 
other,  for  the  prefident  of  Panama  fenc 
an  officer  with  Mr.  Humphrys  and  Dr. 
Wright,  factors,  and  alfo  with  the  fer- 
vants  of  the  South-fea  company,  who 
were  delivered  to  the  admiral. 

0 

The  conqueft  of  Portobello,  in  which 
the  conduct,  the  courage  and  humanity 
of  Mr.  Vernon  ffione  fo  brightly,  was  at¬ 
tended  with  many  national  advantages, 
as  the  Jamaica  merchants,  whofe  trade 
extends  to  every  part  of  the  Britifh  fettle- 
ments  throughout  the  world,  were  at  full 
liberty  to  trade  with  the  Spaniards  free 
and  unmolefted. 


The 
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The  conqueft  of  Carthagena  next  in> 
g rolled  the  caie  of  the  admiral,  and  could 
he  have  attempted  it  immediately,  he 
might  have  defiroyed  the  galleons,  which 
were  at  that  time  in  great  want  both  of 
naval  ftores  and  provifions  ;  befides,  the 
month  of  December  is  the  fitted  time  for 
an  expedition  into  that  unwholefome  cli¬ 
mate,  as  we  fhall  fee  hereafter. 
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BOOK  V. 

The  admiral  returns  to  Jamaica ,  fends  an 
account  of  his  fuccefs  to  England •,  the  ho¬ 
nours  conferred  upon  him  there. 

ON  the  thirteenth  of  December 
admiral  Vernon,  with  his  fqua- 
dron,  failed  from  Portobello, 
and  having  reafon  to  apprehend  from  the 
intelligence  brought  by  captain  Reddifh, 
that  the  Ferrol  fquadron  might  be  near 
.the  Windward  pafiage  leading  from  Ja¬ 
maica,  he  on  the  15th  gave  the  follovv- 
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ing  orders  to  all  the  captains,  “  Not 
“  on  any  confideration  to  hazard  lofino- 

O 

“  company  with  the  flag;  and  that  in  cafe 
“  of  feparation,  the  firft  place  of  general 
“  rendezvous  for  twenty-four  hours  would 
“  be  under  Point  a  Canoe;  but  not  feeing 
“  any  thing  of  the  admiral  in  that  time, 
<c  they  were  to  make  the  beft  of  their  way 
<c  for  the  next  general  place  of  rendez- 
<c  vous  at  Port-royal.55  Being  off  Car- 
thagena,  on  the  28th,  he  fent  captain 
Renton  in  the  Triumph,  a  Spanifh  fnow* 
with  a  circumftantial  account  of  all  that 
he  had  done,  both  to  the  duke  of  New- 
caftle,  and  to  Sir  Charles  Wager,  pro- 
mifing  to  lofe  no  time  in  preparing  for 
an  expedition  againft  Carthagena,  tho* 
he  was  informed,  that  a  force  of  men 
of  war  in  that  harbour,  was  equal  to 
what  he  fhould  be  able  to  carry  with 
him,  and  befides  a  hundred  and  fifty 
guns  upon  the  walls  and  works,  a  garri- 
fon  of  eight  hundred  foldiers,  and  a  nu¬ 
merous  militia.  Pie  tells  the  duke,  u  that 

“  he 


•  \ 

Admiral  VERNON.  179 

44  he  was  then  inaking  his  laft  effort  in  his 
44  prefent  fituation;  for  that  without  a  full 
44  and  fpeedy  fupply  of  naval  ftores,  his 
44  fquadron  would  be  all  laid  up  by  the 
44  walls,  and  rendered  unaftive. —  For, 
44  he  adds,  unlefs  his  majefty’s  orders  fur- 
44  nifh  the  means,  and  ffiips  be  fent  out 
44  well  found  with  ftores,  and  conftantly 
44  fupplied,  the  zeal  of  the  moft  diligent 
44  and  able  officer  maybe  rendered  intire  - 
44  ly  fruitlefs.”  He  informs  his  grace  of 
a  letter  from  Don  Bias,  in  anfwer  to  two 
the  admiral  had  fent  him  ;  which  letters, 
fays  Mr.  Vernon,  44  will  be  beftanfwered 
44  from  the  mouth  of  our  mortars,  which 
44  may  inftruft  him  where  to  find  me,  if 
44  he  continues  in  his  heroic  difpofition.” 
- [He  charged  the  Engliffi  admiral 

with  cowardice  for  difmantling  Porto- 

% 

bello,  and  threatens  him  with  retaliation 
wherever  he  ffiall  meet  him.J — In  his  let¬ 
ter  to  Sir  Charles,  the  admiral  is  flill 
more  explicit :  44  though,  fays  he,  I  have 
44  all  the  information  I  could  well  gather 
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from  others,  in  regard  to  the  ftrength 
“  of  Carthagena,  and  thebeftplans  I  could 
cc  procure  of  the  Havanna  and  La  Vera 
cc  Cruz,  yet  not  having  viewed  them  my- 
felf,  I  cannot  inform  you  particularly, 
what  I  fhall  or  can  attempt,  as  they  may 
depend  upon  various  incidents  ;  but 
can  allure  you,  I  fhall  fet  out  fully  dif- 
pofed  to  do  all  in  my  power,  and  in 
“  fome  meafure  with  the  impatience,  you 
cc  mention  in  others,  to  have  the  Spa- 
<c  niards  blown  up  •,  and  fhall  have  a  fecret 
4C  pleafure  in  humbling  their  pride,  and 
“  amply  retaliating  all  the  injuries  and 
*c  depredations  they  have  been  fo  long 
“  praftifing  againft  us.” —  He  then  pro- 
pofes  a  fcheme  for  the  better  manning  of 
the  fleet,  by  following  the  example  of  the 
Dutch,  &c.  who  procure  foreign  feamen 
for  their  fervice,  by  lifting  them  at  Ham- 
borough  and  the  Hans-towns,  upon  con¬ 
ditions  tor  a  time  certain  ;  and  remon- 
ftrates  againft  the  new  model  of  the  king’s 
Ships,  which  gives  them  too  much  mafl 

and 
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and  fails.—44  For.  fays  he,  I  think,  when 

44  going  upon  a  wind,  you  prefs  a  fhip  fo 

44  down  in  the  water,  as  to  bring  an  un- 

44  natural  body  for  her  to  draw  through 

*  #  * 

4*  the  water ;  it  cannot  be  expected  (he 
44  fhould  force  that  body  fo  quick  thro’ 

44  the  water,  as  if  fhe  went  in  a  more  up- 
44  right  and  natural  fituation  *,  and  that 
44  therefore,  in  refpedt  to  going  upon  a 
44  wind,  it  is  better  a  fhip  ihould  be  under- 
44  mailed  than  over-,  and  as  to  going  large, 

44  and  in  light  winds,  I  apprehend  a  great 
44  cloud  of  canvas  would  be  better  flip- 
44  plied  in  very  large  fmall  fails,  than  by 
44  very  fquare  yards  to  be  fpreading  a  large 
44  clueof  heavy  canvas,  whofe  very  weight, 

44  in  light  winds,  forces  the  wind  out  of  the 
44  fail,  &c.  I  think  alfo  that  it  would  be 
44  a  great  prefervative  to  mails  and  rig- 
44  ging,  to  have  the  low  yards  fixed  with 
44  flying  parrels,  becaufe  this  would  pre- 
44  ferve  the  rigging  from  being  racked  to 
44  pieces  by  tracing  the  yards,  and  give 
opportunity  for  (hiking  a  top  mail  with 

44  the 
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“  t,ie  low  fails  ftanding,  and  contribute 
“  to  a  flip’s  failing  by  not  being  too  much 
“  bound.”  And  in  his  letter  to  the  ad¬ 
miralty,  he  attributes  the  difafers  met 
with  from  the  flormy  weather  in  his  way 
fiorn  Portobello,  to  his  being  over-maft- 
ed,  being  lent  to  lea  with  their  old  guard- 
fhip  rigging  overhead.  He  charges  the 
officers  of  the  yards  ordered  to  load  fores 
for  the  Ihips  on  fervice,  with  fending  to 
him,&c.  old  lumber  out  of  the  yards; 
next  obferving  the  inconveniency  of  an 
hofpital  lor  labors  in  a  town  abounding 

D 

with  punch-houfes,  to  which  places  the 
fick  crawl  as  often  as  able  to  get  out,  and 
thereby  defiroy  themfelves,  he  propofes  a 
model  for  an  hofpital  to  be  built  of  wood, 
after  the  manner  of  the  canes  at  Smyrna, 
a  large  l'quare  building  to  be  erefted  in  the 
country,  with  only  one  outfide  door,  and 
that  door  to  be  lb  guarded,  that  no  one 
could  pafs  without  due  examination. 

But  while  captain  Renton  was  haften- 
ing  to  England,  the  fquadron  proceeded 

to 
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to  Port-Royal  •,  where,  notwithftanding 
the  Ihips  were  difperfed  in  a  ftorm,  and 
fuffered  much  in  their  mails  and  rigging, 
they  joined  a  few  days  after. 

From  the  moment  of  his  arrival  at  Ja¬ 
maica,  he  fet  about  every  kind  of  prepara¬ 
tion  for  attempting  the  conqueft  of  Car- 
thagena,  which  to  effedt,  he  failed  from 
Port-Royal,  on  the  25th  of  Februa¬ 
ry,  with  the  Princefs  Louifa,  the  Wind- 
for,  Norwich,  Falmouth  and  Greenwich 
men  of  war ;  the  Succefs,  Cumberland, 
Eleanor,  Alderney,  Terrible,  Brig,  Pom- 
pey,  and  Goadley  frigates,  with  firefhips, 
bombs  and  tenders  :  theHampton-court, 
Worcefter,  Diamond  and  Torrington,  were 
left  at  Jamaica  with  commodore  Brown, 
for  protecting  the  ifland  and  fhipping. 

By  means  ofafairwind,  he,  on  thefirftof 
March,  arrived  within  view  of  the  high¬ 
land  of  St.  Martha  on  the  Spanifh  main, 
and  ordered  captain  Wyndham  in  the 
Greenwich,  cc  to  plie  up  in  the  night,  and 
“  lie  to  windward  of  the  port,  for  inter- 

“  cepting 
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cepting  any  thing  that  might  be  coming 

in  there  the  next  day,”  and  then  bore 
away  with  an  eafy  fail  for  Carthagena. 
On  the  third  in  the  evening,  he  anchored 
with  the  fquadron  in  nine  fathom  water  in 
the  open  Bay  called  Playa  Grande  ;  and 
on  the  fixth  ordered  in  all  the  bomb- 
ketches,  with  the  fmall  fhips  and  tenders 
for  covering  them,  and  continued  to  bom- 
hard  the  outworks  till  nine  in  the  morn¬ 
ing.  The  fquadron  received  no  damage 
from  the  town*  tho’  the  fhells  from  the 
fhips  fell  there  pretty  fuccefsfully,  parti¬ 
cularly  into  the  principal  church*  the  Je- 
fuits  College  and  the  Cuftom-houfe ;  fe- 
veral  houfes  interjacent  between  thele 
were  beat  down,  and  a  fhell  that  fell 
into  the  fouth  BafLion,  lilenced  a  battery 
of  ten  guns  for  a  long  time:  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  were  in  a  conlternation  ;  and  had  the 
fquadron  been  a  little  Wronger,  perhaps 
the  opportunity  had  been  improved,  but 
the  cautious  admiral*  confidering  that  his 

force  was  inconfiderable,  contented  him- 

feif 
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fe If  with  “  having  done  enough,”  (to  ufe 
his  own  words,  in  his  letter  to  the  duke 
of  Newcaftie)  “  to  awaken  Don  Bias  de 
“  Lel'o,  and  to  let  him  know  that  I  was 
“  not  Healing  upon  him  by  furprife.” 

After  fettling  with  the  captains  the 
place  of  rendezvous,  which  was  to  be 
either  in  the  harbour  of  Porto-bello,  or 
off  the  mouth  of  the  river  Chagre,  in  the 

I 

bay  to  the  eaftward  of  it,  he  on  the  9th 
drew  off  his  bomb-ketches  and  fmall  craft, 
k  and  weighed  anchor  next  morning. 

After  hoifting  the  fignal  for  the  line  of 
battle,  he  coafted  the  fhore  toward  Bocca 
Chica,  and  at  this  time  made  proper  ob- 
fervations  for  regulating  any  future  de- 
fcent  upon  Carthagena.  The  Spaniards 

fired  at  the  fleet  from  the  three  fmall 

% 

caftles  without  Bocca  Chica,  but  none  of 
their  fhot  reached  the  Britifh  (hips. 
About  this  time,  receiving  intelligence 
that  the  Vizara  and  St.  Juan,  two  Spanifh 
men  of  war,  and  a  fnow  had  orders  from 
Don  Bias  to  haften  to  Carthagena,  the 

ad- 
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admiral  detached  captain  Berkley  in  the 
Windfor,  and  the  Greenwich  captain 
'L  yndham,  To  cruize  off  that  port  for 
“  twenty  days,  to  intercept,  take,  or  de~ 
lu oy  the  laid  men  o t  war,  but  prin¬ 
cipally  to  watch  the  motions  of  the 
cc  galleons. 99 

On.  the  13th  he  was  joined  at  fea  by 
the  Diamond,  captain  Knowles,  who  was 
ordered  diredlly  u  10  go  on  board  the 
Succefs  fire-fhip,  and  in  company  with 
"  the  brig  tender  to  get  off  the  mouth  of 
the  Chagre,  and  there  life  the  be  ft  of 
his  judgment  in  getting  all  proper  in- 
16  formation,  how  the  fort  at  the  mouth 
“  of  that  river  could  be  attacked,  either 
“  by  bombardment  or  cannonading,  and 
tc  particularly  to  inform  himfelf  of  the 
“  foundings  and  depth  of  water  there- 
cc  a  bouts.;-  to  be  certain  how  near  any  of 
the  flnps  could  approach;  and  to  ob- 
cc  ferve  what  convenient  landing  places 
cc  might  be  near;  and  return  to  the  ad- 
miral  as  loon  as  he  conveniently  could, 

“  who 
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“  who  would  be  making  an  eafy  fail  after 
44  him,  -  to  lie  off  the  faid  river,  till  he 
44  fhould  receive  his  information  to  form 
44  the  future  plan  of  operations  upon*55 

On  the  14th  the  fqiiadron  anchored  in 
the  harbour  of  Porto-bello,  whence,  in 
four  days  after,  the  admiral  detached  the 
Succefs  and  Eleanor,  44  To  cruife  off  the 
44  mouth  of  the  Chagre  for  feven  days, 
44  or  till  the  fquadron  fhould  fooner  ap- 
44  pear  off  there,  for  preventing  the  Spa- 
44  nifh  privateer  floops  from  putting  to 
44  fea  from  thence,  or  intercepting  any 
44  thing  that  might  be  coming  or  going 

“  there. 

% 

The  admiral,  during  his  flay  at  Porto- 
bello,  procured  the  bed  information,  and 
an  exaft  draught  of  all  the  coaft  from 
Porto-bello  to  Chagre,  and  of  the  mouth 
of  the  river  and  fhoal  before  it,  from 
Mr.  Lowther  the  pirate,  who  took  this 
opportunity  to  obtain  his  pardon,  and  re¬ 
turn  to  England,  in  confideration  of  this 
fervice. 

On^ 
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On  the  2 2d  he  put  to  Tea  with  the 
Strahord  and  Norwich,  leaving  orders 
with  the  Louifa  and  Falmouth  “  to  haften 
“  in  compleating  their  watering,  and  fol- 
“  low  him  but  being  retarded  by  the 
flitting  of  the  foretoplail  yard  of  the 
Strafford,  he  ordered  captain  Herbert  in  the 
Norwich  “  To  make  all  the  fail  he  could, 
“  and  enter  the  harbour  of  Chagre  before 
u  him,  with  the  bomb-ketches,  firefhips, 
“  and  tenders  under  his  orders  5  and  cap- 
4<  tain  Knowles  as  engineer,  on  board 

the  bomb -ketches,  for  placing  them  to 
“  play  on  the  caftle  of  St.  Lorenzo,  at 
“  the  mouth  of  the  river  Chagre;  and  to 
“  cover  them  with  his  own  (hip  and  the 
“  reft.” 

The  fame  day  captain  Knowles  got  to 
an  anchor  by  three  in  the  afternoon,  and 
in  the  evening  began  to  fire  from  his  can¬ 
non  and  mortars.  By  ten  at  night  the 
admiral  in  the  Strafford  got  to  an  anchor, 
as  did  the  Falmouth  and  Princefs  Louifa 
about  an  hour  after.  They  continued 

bom- 
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bombarding  and  cannonading  with  three 
fhips,  firing  leifurely  only  from  their  lower 
tier  till  Monday  the  24th,  when  the  Spa¬ 
niards  hung  out  a  flag  of  truce,  which 
was  anfwered  from  the  admiral,  and  cap¬ 
tain  Knowles  was  lent  on  fhore  ;  he  foon 
returned  with  Don  Juan  Carlos  Gutierer 
de  Ranettas,  caftillanor  or  governor  of  the 
fort,  to  whom  the  following  Capitulation 
was  granted  : 

1  ft,  “  That  upon  his  Britannick  maje- 
“  fty’s  being  put  into  immediate  pofief- 
fion  of  Fort  St.  Lorenzo,  the  caftillanor 
“  and  all  his  garrifon  fliould  be  at  liberty 
“  to  march  out  without  any  moleftation, 
“  and  retire  into  the  village  of  Chagre,  or 
“  where  elfe  they  pleafed. 

2d,  “  That  the  inhabitants  of  Chagre 
“  might  remain  in  their  habitations,  un- 
“  der  a  promife  of  fecurity  to  themfelves 
“  and  theit  houfes. 

That  the  guarda  cofta  floops 
41  fliould  be  delivered  up  to  his  Britannick 

4C 
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ct  majefly  in  the  condition  they  were,  and 
“  the  king  of  Spain’s  cuftom-houfe. 

4th,  “  That  the  clergy  and  churches 
“  in  the  town  of  Chagre  fhouid  be  pro- 
“  tedled  and  preferved  in  all  their  im- 
“  mnnities.” 

This  being  fettled,  the  governor  was 
fent  back  with  captain  Knowles,  who 
being  appointed  governor  of  the  caftle  for 
his  Britannick  majefly,  took  pofTdTion  of 
it  about  three  in  the  afternoon  with  a  gar- 
rifon  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  men  and 
five  lieutenants. 

That  evening  a  guard  was  placed  upon 
the  cuflom-houfe,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of 
the  Chagre,  and  at  day-break  next  morn¬ 
ing  the  admiral  went  on  fhore :  he  found 
the  cuflom-houfe  full  of  goods,  for  the 
lading  of  the  galleons ;  fuch  as  guayaquil, 
cocoa,  jefuits  bark,  and  Spanifh  wool  j 
all  which  he  ordered  to  be  fhipped  in- 
flantly.  The  number  of  ferons  and  bags 
amounted  to  four  thoufand  three  hun¬ 
dred  :  the  guarda  cofla  (loops,  being  only 

two, 
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two,  were  funk  juft  above  the  cuftom- 
houfe,  carpenters  being  ordered  to  break 
up  their  decks,  and  e  itirely  deftroy  them. 

By  Friday  the  28th  they  cleared  the 
cuftom  -houle  ;  which  being  filled  with 
combuftibles,  was  let  on  fire  that  even-  - 

ing,  and  burnt  with  great  fiercenefs  all 
that  night. 

Next  morning  the  brafs  cannon,  con¬ 
fiding  of  eleven  guns  and  eleven  pattera- 
roes,  with  a  good  part  of  the  garrifon, 
were  embarked  ;  the  lower  baftion  was 
entirely  deftroyed  by  the  fpringing  of  two 
mines  j  next,  the  upper  parts  of  the  work 
weie  demolished  }  and  that  very  night  the 
inner  parts  of  the  building  were  fet  on 
fire,  and  continued  burning  till  the  morn- 
when  the  admiral  put  to  lea  with  the 
fquadron  *,  and  on  the  ift  of  April,  in 
the  evening,  got  to  the  mouth  of  the 
harbour  of  Porto-belio,  *  where  he  was 
joined  by  the  Windfor  and  Greenwich, 
juft  arrived  from  their  cruife  off  Cartha-  1 
gena  *  and  on  the  2d  by  the  Burford, 

which 
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which  he  had  left  at  Jamaica  to  be  re¬ 
paired. 

On  the  5th  Mr.  Jofhua  Thomas,  purfer 
of  the  Strafford,  was  difpatched  for  Eng¬ 
land,  with  an  account  of  the  fuccefs  of 
the  expedition,  in  the  little  Spanifh  prize 
Hoop  that  had  been  taken  in  Porto-bello 
harbour. 

On  advice  that  two  large  Spanifh  men 
of  war  from  Ferrol,  with  the  vice-roy 
on  board,  was  arrived  at  St.  John  de 
Porto  Rico,  the  admiral  being  off  the 
Little  Baru,  and  imagining  the  vice  roy 
might  fall  in  with  the  Port  of  St.  Martha, 
which  was  within  his  government,  before 
he  proceeded  to  Carthagena,  he  on  the 
21ft  ordered  the  Windfor,  Greenwich 
and  Burford,  under  the  direction  of  cap¬ 
tain  Berkley,  “  To  cruize  juft  to  wind- 
*•  ward  of  St.  Martha,  for  intercepting 
«  the  vice-roy,”  who  efcaped  their  vigi¬ 
lance,  for  the  men  of  war  fafely  arrived 
at  Carthagena  with  fix  hundred  foldiers 

de- 
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defigned  for  reinforcing  the  garrifon  of 
Porto-bello. 

^  In  the  mean  time  admiral  Vernon  re¬ 
turned  with  the  reft  of  the  fquadron  to 
Jamaica,  where  he  arrived  on  the  3d  of 
May  at  Port-royal,  and  on  the  9th  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  duke  of  Newcaftle,  in  which 
he  complains  of  having  no  authentic  ac¬ 
count  of  the  declaration  of  war  againft 
Spain  fent  him. 

What  pity  was  it,  that  the  Englifh  had 
not  been  better  fupplied  with  land  forces  ? 
two  thoufand  of  which  would  have  en¬ 
abled  him,  inftead  of  demolilhing  the  for¬ 
tifications  of  Porto-bello  and  Chagre,  not 
only  to  keep  pofleftion  of  both,  but  even 
to  mailer  Panama  itfelfj  by  which  means 
he  would  have  laid  the  whole  coaft  of 
Chili,  Peru,  and  the  weftern  coaft  of  Mex¬ 
ico  open  both  to  the  trade  and  attacks  of 
the  Britilh  fubjefts*  and  by  being  thus 
pofiefted  of  the  ifthmus  of  Darien,  and 
receiving  proper  reinforcements,  there 
would  have  been  a  great  probability  of 


even 
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even  feizing  the  mines  of  Peru,  and  dif- 
abling  Spain  from  ever  attempting  any 
thing  againft  the  commerce  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  for  the  future. 

The  account  of  admiral  Vernon’s  fuc- 
cefs  arriving  in  England,  created  a  gene¬ 
ral  joy  •,  Fame  like  an  eagle  carried  the 
news  upon  her  wings ;  a  run  of  addreffes, 
like  the  waves  of  the  fea  juftling  out  one 
another,  crowded  about  the  throne,  con¬ 
gratulating  the  king  on  the  fuccels  of  his 
arms  under  fo  great  a  commander  ;  and 
his  majefty,  ever  ready  to  diftinguifh  me¬ 
rit,  and  reward  it  amply,  left  every  thing 
for  the  future  to  the  admiral’s  own  pru¬ 
dence  and  difcretion  ;  which  refolution  he 
commanded  the  duke  of  Newcaftle  to  in¬ 
timate,  and  to  fignify  an  intire  approba¬ 
tion  of  every  part  of  his  conduft,  and  in 
a  particular  manner,  to  thank  him  for  the 
humanity  with  which  he  treated  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Portobello. 

On  the  1 8th  of  March,  both  houfes  of 
parliament  preiented  an  add  refs,  “  Con- 

“  gratulating 
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“  gratulating  him  on  the  fuccefs  of  admi- 
“  ral  Vernon  by  entering  the  port  and 
“  taking  the  town  of  Portobello,  and  de- 
“  molifhing  and  levelling  all  the  Forts 

“  and  Caftles  belonging  thereto,  with  fix 

# 

“  fliips  of  war  only  ;  and  reprefenting  that 
“  it  could  not  fail  of  giving  the  utmoft: 
“  joy  to  all  his  majefty’s  fubje&s,  fince 
“  it  afforded  the  molt  reafonable  hopes 
“  and  expectations,  that  it  might  be  at- 
“  tended  with  other  important  advan- 
“  ^ges,  and  highly  contribute  to  the  ob- 
“  taining  real  and  effectual  fecurity  of 
“  chofe  juft  rights  of  navigation  and  com- 
“  merce  belonging  to  his  majefty’s  fub- 
jcds,  for  the  prefervation  of  which  his 
“  majefty  entered  into  that  necefiary 

“  war.”  The  thanks  of  both  houfes  was 
tranfmitted  to  the  admiral. 

The  city  of  London  prefented  likewife 
a.n  addrefs  to  his  majefty,  congratulating 

him  on  the  glorious  fuccefs  of  admiral 
Vernon. 
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The  parliament  voted,  “that  the  thanks 
“  of  both  houfes  fhould  be  tranfmitted  to 
“  the  admiral  for  his  eminent  fervicesj” 
and  the  citizens  of  London,  as  a  mark  of 
diftin&ion,  voted  him  the  fredom  of  the 
city  to  be  prefented  in  a  gold  box. 

The  name  of  Vernon  raifed  fatisfadi- 
on  in  every  bread,  and  diffufed  a  general 
joy,  which  was  a  little  allay’d  by  the  efcape 
of  the  Afiogue  fhips,  under  convoy  of  ad¬ 
miral  Pizarro,  who  eluded  the  vigilance 
of  vice-admiral  Balchen  ;  for  by  the  way 
of  the  Lizard,  he  arrived  with  an  immenfe 
treafure  fafe  at  St.  Andero  in  the  bay  of 
Bifcay  •,  nine  Spanifh  men  of  war  and  two 
frigates,  likewife  eicaped  out  of  Cadiz  t<^ 
Ferrol,  and  joined  anothci  fleet  there  in¬ 
tended  for  the  Weft-Indies. 

This  laft  efcape  was,  like  others,  the 
effeft  of  ftratagem  -,  for  by  making  a  feint 
to  recover  the  ifland  of  Minorca,  they 
drew  off  admiral  Haddock  from  the  mouth 
of  the  port  of  Cadiz,  where  he  had  block¬ 
ed  up  their  fleet. 
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Being  got  into  Ferrol,  they  propofed 
an  invafion  either  of  England,  Scotland, 
or  Ireland,  to  be  conducted  by  the  duke 
of  Ormond,  then  an  exile,  intirely  fup- 
ported  by  the  court  of  Madrid ;  but  that 
nobleman  refufed  to  affift  in  any  Inch  afts 
of  hoftility  :  he  knew  the  calamities  of 
war,  and  his  generous  heart  could  not 
think  of  being  the  leaft  acc.  dory  to  carry 
it  into  the  midft  of  his  native  country. 

Though  the  united  fquadron,  at  Ferrol 
gave  fome  uneafinefs  to  the  miniftry  and 
people  of  Great  Britain,  yet,  for  want  of 
fupplies  of  treafurefrom  New  Spain,  they 
were  detained,  until  the  French  though! 
it  advifeable  to  pull  off  the  mafk,  and  to 
join,  by  lending  a  ftrong  fquadron  under 
the  marquis  de  Antin’  to  Martinico,  one 
of  their  fettlements  in  the  Weft-Indies, 
with  fecret  orders,  not  only  to  adt  in  a 
hoftile  manner  againft  the  Britifh  fubjedts, 
either  jointly  with  the  Spaniards,  or  fepa- 
rately  by  themfelves,  but  even  to  concert 
meafureswith  them  forattacking  Jamaica, 
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at  the  fame  time  declaring,  that  France 
could  no  longer  remain  an  idle  fpeftator 
of  the  Ioffes  which  Spain  fuftained  in  Ame¬ 
rica. 

I  he  king  of  Great  Britain  remonftrated 
againft  this  armament  by  his  ambaffador, 
to  whom  cardinal  Fleury  ufed  this  cx- 
preffion  :  “  My  lord,  there  is  a  difference 
“  between  arming,  and  declaring  war  ; 
<c  it  is  true,  the  king,  my  mafter,  has 
<c  promifed  a  neutrality,  but  as  unfore- 
c6  feen  accidents  may  happen,  it  is  pm- 
“  dence  to  be  prepared  againft  all  events.” 

The  nation,  now  apprehcnfive  of  a  war 
with  France,  began  to  utter  great  difcon- 
tent  at  not  having  more  effectually  (Leng¬ 
thened  admiral  Vernon  ;  to fmother which, 
a  very  potent  fleet  of  twenty-one  fail  of  the 
line,  and  three  firefhips  were  ordered  on  a 
fecret  expedition,  from  whence  very  great 
things  were  expe&ed  :  Sir  John  Norris, 
admiral  of  the  red  hoifted  his  flag  on  board 
the  unfortunate Vicftory  of  no  guns,  hav¬ 
ing  under  him  Philip  Cavendifh  admiral, 

and 
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and  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle,  rear-admiral  of 
the  blue  j  many  of  the  firft  quality  went 
on  board  the  Victory,  and  the  duke  bt 
Cumberland  embarked  as  a  volunteer.  As 
the  deftination  of  the  fleet  was  a  fecret,  fo 
it  railed  the  more  conjectures,  which  were 
all  found  to  be  falfe  in  the  end,  for  the 
fleet  after  being  detained  for  a  week  at 
St.  Helen’s  by  contrary  winds,  failed  from 
thence  on  the  14th  of  July,  with  the  con¬ 
voy  and  merchant  fhips  for  Portugal  and 
the  Streights  ;  but  meeting  with  hard 
gales  of  wind  at  S.  W.  the  Lion  man  of 
war  loft  her  foremaft  by  running  foul  of 
the  Victory,  whofe  bowfprit  fhe  carried 
away  ;  the  whole  returned  to  St.  Helen’s, 
and  on  the  twenty-fecond  failed  again, 
but  were  detained  at  Torbay  for  near  a 
month  ;  and  on  the  18th  of  September 
returned  to  Spithead,  where  his  royal 
highnefs  difembarked,  and  where  ended 
an  expedition  that  had  been  begun  and 
carried  on  at  fo  great  expence,  and  that 
had  engrofled  the  converfation  almofl:  of 
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all  Europe.  However,  the  parliament 
meeting  Novrmber  13,  the  king  declared 
h;s  refolution  of  profccuting  vigoroufly 
the  war  with  Spain,  even  though  France 
Should  declare  in  her  favour,  as  fome  late 
extraordinary  proceedings  had  ffiewed  her 
inclination  to  do;  lorty  thoufand  feamen 
v/c.e  voted  by  the  houfeof  commons,  as 
were  ten  regiments  of  foot  and  marines, 
for  the  fervice  of  the  enluing  year,  with 
a  land-tax  of  four  fhiilings  in  the  pound  '; 
and  to  encourage  the  feamen  and  officers 
to  their  duty,  the  prizes  were  folely  veiled 
in  the  captors ;  and  in  December  a  further 
lupply  of  two  hundred  thoufand  pound 
was  granted  to  his  majefly  towards  carry¬ 
ing  on  a  fecret  expedition  of  which  cap¬ 
tain  Anion,  now  lordAnfon,  was  to  have 
the  command,  the  object  of  which  was 
no  lefs  than  a  voyage  round  the  earth, 
which  he  accomplilhed  in  the  Centurion, 
in  three  years  and  an  half. 

^  I 

Had  the  miniftry  fupported  Mr.  Ver¬ 
non  art  the  time  when  commodore  Anfon 
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was  traverfing  the  back  coaft  of  Peru,  the 
court  of  Spain,  who  knew  nothing  of  the 
danger,  would  perhaps  have  felt  fucha  fen- 
fible  lofs  by  the  conqueft  of  the  Iftmus, 
which  joins  North  and  South  America, 
as  could  never  have  been  regained. 

However,  the  miniftry,  tho5  too  late, 
were  prevailed  on,  and  refolved  to  fend 
the  admiral  a  reinforcement  of  fix  regi¬ 
ments  of  marines,  the  regiments  of  Har- 
rifon  and  Wentworth,  and  fome  other  re¬ 
giments  under  the  command  of  lord  Cath- 
cart,  a  general  of  great  experience,  and 
who  was  in  high  efteem  with  the  victo¬ 
rious  duke  of  Marlborough,  under  whom 
he  had  learnt  the  art  of  war,  and  prac- 
tifed  it  for  feveral  years ;  at  the  fame  time 
a  regiment  of  Americans,  confiding  of 
four  battalions  was  raifed,  and  the  com¬ 
mand  of  it  given  to  colonel  Gooch,  who 
fucceeded  colonel  Spoitfwood,  governor 
ot  Virginia,  who  firft  propofed  the  plan 
for  raifing  them, 
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1  he  fleet  deftined  for  fuccouring  ad¬ 
miral  Vernon,  who  was  obliged  to  fortify* 
himfelf  in  Kingfton  harbour,  again  ft  the 
force  and  machinations  of  France  and 
Spain,  aflembled  at  Portfmouth,  under  the 
command  of  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle,  and  were 
as  follows  : 

Torbay,  80  guns,  captain  Gafcoine,  hav¬ 
ing  lord  Cathcart  on  board. 

Cumberland,  80  guns,  captain  Steuart. 

Boyne,  80  guns,  commodore  Leftock. 

Princefs  Amelia,  ‘80  guns,  commodore 
Hemmington. 

Chichefter,  80  guns,  captain  Robert  Tre¬ 
vor. 

Norfolk,  80  guns,  captain  Graves. 

Shrewfbury,  80  guns,  captain  Townfhend. 

Princefs  Caroline,  8oguns,  captain  Griffin. 

Suffolk,  70  guns,  captain  Davies. 

Buckingham,  70  guns,  captain  MitcheJ. 

Orford,  70  guns,  lord  Auguftus  Fitzroy. 

Prince  Frederic,  70  guns,  lord  Aubrey 
Beauclerc. 

Prince  of  Orange,  70  guns,  captain  Qfborm 

Lion, 
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Lion,  60  guns,  captain  Cotter'll. 

Weymouth,  60  guns,  captain  Knowles. 

Superbe,  60  guns,  captain  Hervey. 

Montague,  60  guns,  captain  Chalmers. 

Deptford,  60  guns,  captain  Moftyne. 

Jerfey,  60  guns,  captain  Lawrence. 

Augufta,  60  guns,  captain  Dennifon. 

Dunkirk,  60  guns,  captain  Cooper. 

Rippon,  60  guns,  captain  Jolliffe. 

York,  60  guns,  captain  Coates. 

Litchfield,  50  guns,  captain  Cleaveland. 

iEcna,  Firebrand,  Phaeton,  Vefuvius, 
Flame  and  Vulcan  firefhips,  two  bomb- 
ketches,  and  holpital  Chips,  with  ft  ore - 
fhips,  &c. 

On  funday  the  26th  of  October,  1740, 
this  formidable  fleet  failed  from  Spithead, 
and  after  a  very  tedious  pafiage,  arifing 
from  ftorms  and  contrary  winds,  arrived 
at  St.  Dominica,  on  the  19th  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  where  lord  Cathcart  died,  on  the  next 
day  after  landing :  his  lordfhip’s  death 
was  univerfally  regretted,  efpecially  as  he 
was  fucceeded  in  command  by  brigadier 
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general  Wentworth,  an  officer  whofe  pre¬ 
ferment  took  its  rife  folely  from  a  parlia¬ 
mentary  intereft. 

It  was  the  9th  of  January  before  the 
fleet  joined  admiral  Vernon,  whofe  inquie¬ 
tude  for  the  fate  of  Jamaica  was  now  in- 
tirdy  relieved,  he  was  free  from  all  appre- 
henfions  of  any  attack  from  the  united 
fquadrons  of  Breft,  Toulon,,  and  Ferrol, 
all  which  had  failed  to  the  Weft-Indies, 
both  to  fecure  the  galleons,  in  which  they 

were  fo  much  concerned,  and  to  check 

•  * 

the  progrefs  of  the  Britifh  arms  :  during 
their  paffage,  four  fail  of  men  of  war 
were  defcried  between  Hifpaniola  and  Ja¬ 
maica  ;  fix  men  of  war  were  immediately- 
lent  after  them  ;  the  fix  overtook  the  four 

oft  Cape  Tiberon  before  it  was  dark  ;  lord 

% 

Aubrey  Beauclerc,  who  commanded  in 
the  Prince  Frederic,  hailed  them,  but  they 
refilled  either  to  fend  an  officer  on  board 
the  Englifh,  to  fatisfy  them  who  they 
were,  or  to  lie  by,  for  the  Englifh  officers 
fending  on  board  of  them :  as  the  certainty 

could 
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could  not  be  otherwife  known,  a  gun 
was  fired  to  bring  them  to*  on  which  an 
engagement  enfued,  which  lalted  till 
morning,  when  the  French  hoifted  their 
colours,  and  boats  were  fent  to  clear  up 
the  point  who  they  were,  in  which  the 
Englifh  officers  being  fatisfied,  reciprocal 
civilities  pafied  between  them,  and  each 
continued  their  refpe&ive  courfes. 

No  fooner  had  Sir  Chaloner’s  fquadron 
arrived  at  Jamaica,  than  a  council  of  war 
was  appointed  to  confider  of  what  was  to 
be  done  ;  their  fir  ft  meeting  was  in  the 
governor’s  houfe  in  Spanifh-town,  where 
it  was  refolved,  that  the  whole  fleet  fhould 
beat  up  to  windward,  to  obferve  the  mo¬ 
tions  of  the  French  fquadron,  commanded 
by  the  Marquis  d’Antin,  at  Port  Louis. 

As  the  fleet  was  now  thirty  fail  of  the 
line,  the  admiral  formed  a  third  divifion 
over  which  he  appointed  captain  Leftock, 
a  brave  old  feaman,  to  be  commodore. 

The  Channel  being  fo  dangerous  in 
going  out  from  Port-Royal  harbour,  the 

admiral 
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On  the  2  2d  of  January,  Sir  Chaloner 
I  Ogle  got  out  with  his  divifion  of  ten  fail 

of  the  line,  and  on  the  24th  commodore 

1 

Brown  failed  with  his  divifion  of  nine-,  and 

■ 

I  on  the  26th  the  admiral,  who  had  remain- 

|  ed  for  giving  neceflary  orders,  failed  with 

I  his  divifion  of  eleven  men  of  war :  but  the 

a  winds  growing  faint  that  day,  he  anchor- 

I  ed  fafely  with  them  in  the  channel  ;  only 

1  the  Augufta,  of  the  admiral’s  divifion.  fell 
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and  the  Suffolk  with  the  larboard  tacks, 
on  board,  the  Windfor,  York,  Norfolk, 
and  Ruffel,  where  was  SirChaloner  him- 

fe!f,  Shrewfbury,  Ripon,  Litchfield,  Jer- 
fey  and  Tilbury,  with  the  frigates,  Ex¬ 
periment,  Sheernefs,  Vefuvius,  Terrible 
bomb,  Phaeton  and  Goodley  :  the  center 
divifion  was  that  under  the  admiral,  and 
confided  of  the  Orford,  Princefs  Louifa, 
Worceder,  Chicheder,  Princefs  Caroline, 
on  board  of  which  was  the  admiral,  the 
Torbay,  Strafford,  Weymouth,  Deptford 
and  Burford,.  with  the  frigates  Squir¬ 
rel,  Shoreham,  Eleanor,  Seahorfe,  Strum- 
bolo,  Succefs,  Vulcan,  Cumberland,  Al¬ 
derney  bomb,  Pompey  and  brig  Tender. 
Commodore  Ledock’s  divifion  was  in  the 
rear,  and  was  compofed  of  the  Defiance, 
Dunkirk,  Lion,  Prince  Frederic,  Boyne, 
Hampton-court,  Falmouth,  Montague, 
and  Suffolk. 

This  fleet,  which,  with  the  tranfports, 
made  1 1 5  fail,  got  off  Cape  Tiberon,  with 
a  windward  current  on  the  8th  of  Februa¬ 
ry  ^ 
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iry  ;  and  the  fame  day  was  joined  by  the 
Wolf  fioop,  captain  Dandridge,  who  in¬ 
formed  the  admiral,  that  he  look’d  into 
the  harbour  of  Port  Louis,  where  he  had 
feen  nineteen  fail  of  large  fhips,  one  hav« 
ing  a  flag  at  the  maintop-mall -head,  and 
another  a  broad  pendant  flying :  but  in  this 
he  was  miftaken  •,  for  the  hazinefs  of  the 
weather  had  made  him  miftake  the  mer¬ 
chant  ffiips  for  men  of  war,  and  the  main- 
top-mafl-head  of  a  frigate  of  forty  guns 
being  in  a  line  with  a  white  gable  end  of 
a  ho ufe,  occafioned  the  miftake  about  the 
flag  :  the  admiral  on  this,  made  a  fignal 
for  general  and  flag  officers  to  come  on 
board,  and  to  thefe  he  communicated  the 
intelligence  he  had  received  :  whereupon, 
it  was  refolved  to  fleer  diredtly  to  the  ille 
of  Vache,  about  fix  miles  weft  of  Port 
Louis,  to  oblerve  the  motions  of  the 
French,  and  to  procure  intelligence  of 
their  force  and  intentions. 
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In  profecution  of  this  defign,  the  fleet 
fleered  for  Vache,  where,  on  the  twelfth, 
the  mod  of  the  fhips  arrived. 

On  the  15th  the  admiral  fent  his  com¬ 
pliments  to  the  governor  of  Port  Louis,, 
defiring  leave  to  wood  and  water,  as  the 
fleet  had  been  forced  by  ftrong  breezes 
into  the  bay  ^  the  requeft  was  granted  in 
the  politeft  manner,  and  the  fleet  was  flip- 
plied  accordingly. 

At  this  place  it  v/as  refolved  to  proceed 
directly  to  Carthagena,  being  encouraged 
by  the  departure  of  the  marquis  d’Antin’s 
fquadron  for  old  France,  a  few  days  be- 
fore. 

On  the  25th  the  fleet,  confiding  of  124 
fail,  failed  to  Carthagena,  and  on  the  4th 
of  March  anchored  in  Playa  Grande,  to 
the  windward  ol  the  town  ^  of  which  it 
will  not  be  improper  to  give  a  fhort  de- 
icription. 

The  city  of  Carthagena  lies  in  lat.  io° 
26 min.  It  (lands  on  theSpanifh  continent, 
to  the  eafl  of  the  gulph  of  Darien,  aimed 

diredtly 
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directly  fouth  of  Jamaica,  and  330  miles 
N.L.  of  Panama  •,  by  the  navigation  of  the 
^ i  Cdt  nveis  of  Santa  JVlartha,  and  IMao*-- 
dalena,  luch  vafi  quantities  of  rich  mer- 
chandize  were  brought  down  near  it,  as 
Toon  enlarged  the  town  :  it  was  hacked  by 
a  few  Englifh  under  Sir  Francis  Drake, 
in  the  year  1588,  about  53  years  from  its 
foundation  :  it  was  foon  repaired,  and  like 
a  l  hoenix  rifing  out  of  the  allies,  became 
more  confiderable,  till  a  Spanifh  pyrate 
conduced  in  five  privateers,  who  leized 
the  immenfe  treafures,  and  burnt  the 
place  to  afhes;  it  recovered  this  lad  blow: 
people  flocked  to  it  from  every  quarter  : 
and  its  riches  increafed  lo  much,  that  in 
1697,  M.  de  Pond  found  in  it  a  booty  of 
nine  millions  fielding.  It  recovered  this 
blow  alfo,  and  at  the  time  admiral 
Vernon  appeared,  it  was  the  principal 
and  belt  fortified  city  in  America,  the 
place  wl^re  the  galleons  touch  at  when 
outward  bound,  and  the  general  ftation 
of  the  Spanifh  men  of  war  in  thofe  parts  : 

tho5 
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^  / 

tho’  the  walls  of  the  town  be  wafhed  by 
the  fea,  yet  it  is  inacceffible  on  that  fide, 
as  the  water  is  fhoaling  near  three  miles 
off*,  and  the  harbour  is  bounded  by  rocks. 
The  only  entrance  is  between  two  narrow 
peninfulas,  Tierra  Bomba,  and  Barradera. 
The  paffage  of  Bocca-chica,  or  the  little 
Mouth,  on  Tierra  Bomba,  was  defended 
by  a  caftle  called  St.  Louis,  which  was  a 
fquare,  whofe  baflions  were  ftrong,  well 
built,  and  mounted  eighty-two  guns  and 
three  mortars,  but  neither  the  Glacis  nor 
Counterfcarp  were fmifh’d  •,  to  Bocca-chica 
were  added  the  fort  of  St.  Philip,  mount¬ 
ed  with  feven  guns,  the  fort  St,  Jago 
mounting  fifteen,  and  the  battery  de 
Gamba  of  four  gufis,  all  ferving  as  re¬ 
doubts  to  Bocca-chica.  On  the  other  fide 
of  the  harbour’s  mouth  was  a  fafcine  bat- 
tery  of  fifteen  guns  called  Barradera, 
fupported  by  another  of  four  guns  ^  fort 
St.  Jofeph  of  twenty  one  guns  flood  on  a. 
flat  ifland  facing  the  mouth  of  the  har¬ 
bour.  From  this  fort  to  Bocca-chica,  a 
»  boo  m 
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boom  and  cables  were  fixed  acrofs,  fatten- - 
ed  with  three  large  anchors  at  each  end  ; 
and  juft  within  the  boom,  four  men  of 
war  were  moored  in  a  line,  the  Galicia  of 
So  guns,  on  board  which  which  was  the 
bpanifh  admiral,  the  Africa  and  St.  Car¬ 
los,  each  of  66  guns,  and  the  St.  Philip 
of  jo.  Thefe  fpread  fo  far,  that  there 
was  not  room  for  a  fhip  to  pafs  ahead  or 
after n  of  them  :  beyond  this  paflfage  lies 
the  great  lake  or  harbour  of  Carthagena, 
feveral  leagues  in  circumference,  and  land¬ 
locked  on  all  fides.  About  midway  to 
the  town  it  grows  narrower,  and  within 
about  a  league  ot  the  city,  two  points  of 
land  jutting  out,  form  the  leflfer  harbour; 
near  the  northermoft  of  thofe  was  the 
ftrong  fquare  fortrefs  of  Caftillo  Grande, 
about  eight  miles  up  the  harbour;  the 
baftions  of  this  fort  were  ftrong  and  well 
built,  mounted  50  guns,  and  on  the  land 
fide  was  defended  by  a  wet  ditch  and 
glacis,  and  one  of  it  faces  toward  the  fea, 
had  a  raveline  and  double  line  of  guns  be¬ 
fore 
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fore  it :  oppofite  to  this  caftle  was  a  horfe- 
fhoe  battery  of  12  guns, called Mancinella. 
In  the  middle  between  thefe  two  forts,  is  a 
fhoal,  with  fcarce  three  foot  water  in  it, 
and  in  each  of  thefe  were  fhips  funk  aorofs  *, 
near  three  miles  farther  up  the  harbour, 
ftands  Carthagena,  with  Himani,  its  fu- 
burbs,  on  two  flat  fandy  iflands;  both  city 
and  fuburbs  form  irregular.figures,  and 
are  fortified  on  the  land  fide,  with  ftrong 
baftions,  mounting  160  guns,  at  proper 
diftances,  with  lakes  and  morafles  running 
round  them  ;  the  city  is  defended  by  160, 
and  the  fuburbs  by  140  guns,  and  the 
fhoalnefs  of  the  water  is  fuch,  that  fhips 
cannot  come  fo  near  as  to  do  any  mate¬ 
rial  execution  ;  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
fouth  of  the  city,  ftands  an  eminence, 
which  is  a  fquare  whofe  fide  is  50  feet, 
with  three  demibaftions,  two  guns  in  each 
face,  one  in  each  flank,  and  three  in  each 
curtain  ;  the  place  in  itfelf  is  trifling,  but 
its  fituation  makes  it  confiderable,  as  it 
overlooks  the  city,  in  the  fame  manner tas 
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Madre  de  Popa,  at  four  hundred  yards 
diftance,  overlooks  it. 

To  reduce  Carthagena,  it  was  neceflary 
to  begin  with  the  forts  j  and  as  no  pains 
were  fpared  for  ftrengthening  thefe, 
the  admiral  begun  with  a  ftratagem  ;  he 
ordered  the  fmall  frigates  and  fire-fhips 
to  lie  in  a  line  along  the  fhore,  as  if  he 
intended  a  defeent  to  windward  of  the 
town,  which  feint  had  fo  good  an  effebl, 
as  to  draw  the  force  of  the  enemy  to  that 
quarter,  and  let  them  at  work  to  intrench. 
In  confequence  of  a  relolution  taken  in  a 
council  of  war,  with  the  four  officers  of 
the  army,  and  the  fame  number  of  the 
navy,  SirChaloner  Ogle  having  fhifted  his 
flag  onboard  the  Jerfey,  and  being  accom¬ 
panied  with  general  Wentworth*  moved 
forward  with  his  divifion  for  executing  the 
attack  againft  the  forts  and  batteries  of 
Tierra-bomba.  Admiral  Vernon  moved 

t 

after  him  with  his  divifion  and  all  the 
tranfports,  leaving  commodore  Leftock 
with  his  divifion  at  anchor  behind ;  he 

likewife 
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Kkewife  embarked  all  the  grenadiers  on 
fhore  in  the  firefhips,  as  it  he  propoled 

landing  there  that  morning,  but  ordered 

/ 

them  to  follow  him  in  time,  to  be  ready 
for  landing  that  evening  to  leeward :  the 
fmall  fort  of  Chambo  fired  a  few  guns, 
but  was  deferted  as  foon  as  the  fhip  poll¬ 
ed  there  could  take  her  ftation  and  begin 
to  fire.  At  noon  the  Norfolk,  Ruffe!, 
and  Shrewfbury  being  judicioufly  anchor¬ 
ed  very  clofe  under  the  forts  of  St.  Jago 
and  St.  Philip,  made  fo  warm  a  fire,  that 
in  lefs  than  an  hour  they  drove  every  Spa¬ 
niard  out  of  them.  Covered  by  the  fire 
of  thefe  fhips,  lieutenant-colonel  Cock- 
raine  landed  with  five  hundred  grena¬ 
diers,  under  the  walls  of  thefe  forts,  took 
poiTeffion  of  them,  without  having  fo 
much  as  a  fingle  fhot  fired  at  them.  Ge¬ 
neral  Wentworth,  with  brigadier  Guile 
and  colonel  Wolf  attended  the  landing  of 
the  grenadiers,  but  the  brigade  did  not 
come  down  till  next  day,  being  prevent¬ 
ed  by  the  ftrong  breezes.  This  fuccefs 
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was  obtained  by  the  lofs  only  of  fix  men 
killed  and  wounded,  on  board  the  Ruffel 
and  Norfolk  ;  the  Shrewfbury  lying 
fouthermoft,  had  her  cable  cut  by  the 
Spanifh  fhot,  and  falling  to  leeward,  be¬ 
fore  lire  could  let  down  another  anchor, 
drove  toward  the  mouth  of  the  harbour, 
where  fhe  lay  expofed  to  the  whole  fire  of 
two  fafeine  batteries  on  the  Barradera 
fide  ;  the  forts  of  Bocca-chica,  and  St. 
Jofeph  fired  inceffantly,  as  did  four  men 
of  war  of  70  and  60  guns,  that  were  moor¬ 
ed  athwart  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  ; 
about  one  hundred  and  fixty  guns  fired  at 
her-,  captain Townfhend,  who  command¬ 
ed  her,  returned  the  fire  from  twenty-fix 
guns  only,  and  with  an  intrepidity  and 
coolnefs  fufficient  to  ennoble  any  hero,  he 
maintained  a  fight  for  feven  hours,  when 
night  putting  a  flop  to  the  Spanifh  fire, 
the  Shrewfbury  had  orders  to  retire  ;  fhe 
had  twenty  men  killed  and  forty  wound¬ 
ed,  fixteen  fhot  between  wind  and  water, 
two  hundred  and  fifty  fhot  in  her  hull, 
4  her 
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her  mails,  yards,  and  rigging  were  fbot 
to  pieces ;  the  fame  evening  about  nine, 
the  bomb  ketches  began  to  play  upon 
Bocca-chica  caftle;  the  tenth  about  noon, 
the  regiments  of  Wentworth  and  Harri- 
fon,  and  the  fix  regiments  of  marines 
landed  without  oppofition,  while  all  the 
boats,  with  numbers  of  feamen,were  con- 
ftantly  employed  in  landing  the  artillery, 
ordnance,  ftores,  tents  and  baggage.  On 
the  twelith  the  Ludlow  caftlegot  into  play 
on  the  fort  of  Bocca-chica,  from  a  mor¬ 
tar  (lie  had  on  board :  next  day  they  play’d 
on  tne  cauie  from  a  bomb  battery  on 
fhcre,  erefted  between  St.  Philip  and  Sr. 
jago  :  on  the  15th  at  noon,  all  the  artil¬ 
lery  and  ordnance  ftores  were  landed,  as 
were  twelve  twenty-four  pounders  out  of 
the  (hips,  at  the  requeft  of  the  general. 

Hitherto  things  went  well,  but  after 
landing,  a  train  of  evils  crowded  up¬ 
on  each  other;  for  the  troops,  during  the 
tnree  firft  days  they  were  afhore,  remained 
very  inactive  in  forming  their  encamp- 
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merits,  Handing  expofed  to  the  violent 
heat  of  the  fun,  on  a  white  burning  fand, 
and  catching  cold  by  the  inclemency  of 
the  night  dews,  many  of  them  fickned. 
The  camp  was  pitched  on  a  low  fand, 
which  was  fheltered  from  the  Barradera 
battery  by  the  rock  that  fort  St.  Philip 
flood  on  :  but  lying  on  the  line  of  di¬ 
rection  of  the  fhot  fired  from  thence  by 
the  Spaniards  at  the  bomb-battery,  it 
was  often  galled  in  flank,  and  the  en¬ 
gineers  being  both  ignorant  and  dilatory, 
nothing  material  was  tranfacled:  this  oc- 
cafioned  complaints  from  the  admiral, 
who  being  intent  upon  executing  his  in- 
ftrudtions,  fent  officers  to  reconnoitre  the 
fafcine  battery  on  the  Barradera  fide  from 
whence  the  camp  was  annoyed.  In  con- 
fequence  of  their  report,  about  one  in  the 
morning  of  the  eighteenth,  all  the  boats  of 
the  fquadron  were  manned  and  armed, 
with  all  the  barges  and  pinnaces  of  the 
fleet,  to  furprife  the  Barradera  battery. 
The  boats  of  each  divifion  were  put  under 
2  the 
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the  command  of  captain  Watfon,  with 
the  captains  Colby  and  Norris  under  him  j 
the  Tailors,  when  landed,  were  to  be  di¬ 
rected  by  captain  Bofcawen,  having  under 
him  captains  Laws  and  Coates,  and  the 
foldiers  were  under  the  diredion  of  cap¬ 
tain  Wafhington  and  captain  Murray  ; 
but  the  wind  beginning  to  blow  hard,  and 
continuing  all  day,  the  execution  of  the 
defign  was  retarded  till  the  nineteenth 
about  midnight,  when  it  was  executed 
with  wonderful  refolution  and  fuccefs :  at 
their  landing,  they  fortunately  pitched  a- 
fhore  under  the  muzzle  of  five  guns, 
which  began  immediately  to  fire  upon 
them  ;  the  Tailors  were  at  firft  furprifed, 
but  Toon  recovering,  they  rufhed  in  at  the 
embrafures,  took  pofieflion  of  the  battery 
before  the  enemy  could  renew  their  fire, 
and  Tecured  the  cannon  with  very  inconfi- 
derable damage  to  themfelves.  This  firing 
alarmed  the  Spaniards  at  the  larger  bat^ 
rery  ;  they  turned  three  pieces  of  cannon 
on  the  platform,  fired  with  grape-fhot  To 
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loon  as  the  feamen  advanced,  which  fly¬ 
ing  over  their  heads,  did  but  litcie  pre¬ 
judice  :  the  i'ailors  inltantly  rufhed  on 

with  great  boldnefs,  and  after  a  fharp,  but 
fl'iort  reliftance,  carried  it,  fpiked  up  ail 
the  guns,  tore  up  the  platforms,  and  burnt 
them,  together  with  the  carriages,  guard- 
houles,  and  magazines,  and  returned  to 
their  fiiips  with  fix  wounded  priioners  ; 
for  this  extraordinary  fervice,  in  which 
not  one  was  killed,  the  admiral  gave  a 
dollar  to  every  private  man. 


This  fuccefs  gave  great  relief  to  the 
troops,  as  it  freed  their  camp  from  the 
gteateft  annoyance,  and  gave  them  an 
opportunity  of  working  quietly  on  theii 
grand  battery,  which  was  conkru&ed  in 
a  wood,  to  prevent  its  being  difcovcred 
by  the  garrifon  :  the  engineers  were  al- 
fifted  by  five  hundred  feamen,  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  blacks,  and  as  many  pio¬ 
neers  as  could  be  fpared  from  the  army  : 
yet  all  thefe  could  not  complete  the  bat¬ 
teries  at  the  time  appointed. 
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On  the  twentieth,  at  day-break,  the 
garrifon  of  Bocca-chica  cattle  began  to 
lire  warmly  at  the  Bomb-batteiy,  tno 
without  much  fuccefs;  and  the  Barradera- 
battery  being  repaired  by  the  Spaniards, 
and  mounted  with  two  guns,  play  d  on 
the  Bomb- battery;  but  was  loon  filenced 
by  the  Rippon,  which  anchored  near 

enough  to  bear  upon  it. 

The  opennefs  of  the  road,  and  the  foul 
crround  that  was  daily  cutting  the  cables 
of  the  (hips,  with  intelligence  by  inter¬ 
cepted  letters,  that  admiral  de  Torres  was 
arrived  at  the  Havannah,  where  he  was 
to  be  joined  by  the  French  lquadron  com¬ 
manded  by  M.  de  Rochefeiulle,  deter¬ 
mined  the  admiral,  on  the  twenty-firft,  to 
make  a  general  attack  upon  all  the  forts 
and  batteries,  as  loon  as  the  wind  would 
permit  the  (hips  to  move  to  their  proper 
ftations. 

On  the  twenty --third  commodore  Lef- 
tock  in  the  Boyne,  with  the  Prince  Fre¬ 
deric,  Hampton-court*  Suffolk  and  Til- 
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bury  went  in  to  batter  Bocca-chica  caftle, 
and  the  Blips  polled  there,  which  were  the 
Galicia,  San  Carlos,  Africa,  and  St.  Phi¬ 
lip?  all  mounting  upwards  of  fixty  guns, 
and  placed,  in  the  moft  advantageous  fi- 
tuation,  both  for  oppofing  any  attempt 
upon  the  harbour,  and  for  annoying  any 
batteries  that  might  be  railed  on  fliore  5 
on  all  which  they  play’d  furioufly,  doing 
much  more  damage  than  the  caftle  :  the 
Boyne  was  Blattered  milerably,  and  fell  to 
leeward,  but  the  others  continued  ;  the 
Princefs  Amelia  of  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle’s 
divifion,  was  fent  to  fupport  her  ;  which 
tho  Bie  did  not,  by  falling  too  far  to  lee¬ 
ward,  yet  Bie  did  more  eftential  fervice, 
than  at  firft  was  apprehended,  for  the  Biot 
from  the  facine  battery,  which  play’d  up¬ 
on  the  caftle,  went  over  the  hill  into  the 
camp,  now  ceafed,  for  fear  that  the  fire 
ftiould  fall  into  the  Princefs  Amelia  :  the 
whole  of  the  fire  was  directed  againft  the 
Prince  Frederic,  then  under  the  brave  lord 
Aubrey  Beauclerc,  foil  to  the  duke  of  St. 

Alban’s, 
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Alban’s,  both  whole  legs  were  Ihot  off, 
as  he  was  giving  his  commands  upon 
deck  ;  but  fuch  was  his  magnanimity, 
that  he  would  not  fuffer  his  wounds  to  be 
dreft,  till  he  had  communicated  his  or¬ 
ders  to  his  firlt  lieutenant  ;  which  were, 
<c  to  fight  the  fhip  to  the  laft  extremity 
loon  after  he  gave  fome  directions  about 
his  private  affairs*  and  refigned  his  foul, 
with  the  dignity  of  a  hero  and  a  chriftian. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Suffolk  and  Til¬ 
bury,  happening  to  anchor  well  to  the 
northward,  lay  fuccefsfully  battering  a- 
gainft  the  breach  till  evening,  when  every 
thing  appearing  fit  for  an  affault,  they 
were  ordered  to  draw  off.  At  this  in- 
ftant  the  army  began  to  look  upon  the 
bieach  as  acceflible,  but  the  general  com¬ 
plaining  they  were  galled  by  the  Barra - 
dera  battery,  where  the  Spaniards  had 
again  mounted  fix  guns,  the  admiral 
direCled  the  Princefs  Amelia,  Litchfield 
and  Shoreham,  to  go  in  and  anchor  as 
nigh  it  as  poflible  ;  and  about  noon,  fent 
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the  boats  of  the  fleet  again,  manned  and 
armed  to  demolifli  the  fafeine  battery. 
Captain  Watfon  was  to  command  the  men 
when  put  on  fhore,  and  captains  Brode- 
I'iciv  and  Cleland,  thole  who  remained  in 
the  boats  :  the  bufinefs  was  effected  •,  for 
io  foon  as.  the  Spaniards  faw  the  boats 
coming  to  land,  and  the  fnips  anchoring 
dole  to  the  battery,  they  deferted  it ,  while 
the  captains  Watfon  and  Cotes  marched 
in,  (piked  the  guns,  and  intirely  deftroyed 
it  :  the  feamen  afterward  drew  lb  me  of 
their  boats  ever  a  neck  of  land,  boarded 
and  burnt  a  (loop  that  lay  there  to  fupply 
the  battery  with  ammunition. 

The  greateft  part  of  the  guns  in  Bocca- 
chica  cattle  being  difmounted,  general 
Wentworth  went  in  the  night  of  the 
twenty-filth,  to  reconnoitre  the  breach, 
and  judging  it  furmountable,  he  refolved 
to  ftorm  it  next  evening,  an  hour  before 
fun -let.  Fie  came  off  in  the  morning, 
and  intimated  his  defign  to  Mr.  Vernon, 
who  immediately  fent  in  his  boats  again, 

ta 
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to  make  a  favourable  diveifion  under  the 
command  of  captain  Knowles,  who  land¬ 
ing  at  the  facine  battery,  drew  up  his  men 
before  the  forces  could  march  up  to  attack 
the  cafcie.  This  ftep  intimidated  the  ene¬ 
my;  about  half  an  hour  after  five,  general 
Wentworth  moved  forward  to  affault  the 
breach  with  the  troops  ;  the  forlorn  hope 
con  lifted  of  a  ferjeant  and  twelve  grena¬ 
diers,  who  were  followed  by  thirty  volun¬ 
teers  :  next  marched  two  hundred  and 
fixty  grenadiers,  the  whole  then  remain- 
in  or  under  lieutenant- colonel  IVTLead, 

CD 

after  this,  colonel  Daniel  marched  at 
the  head  of  a  detachment  of  five  hundred 
men,  having  under  his  direction  fome 
fmall  parties  carrying  fealing  ladders, 
pick-axes  and  fpades  to  be  in  readinefs  in 
cafe  of  neceffity  :  the  whole  was  fuftained 
by  five  hundred  men,  under  the  command 
of  lieutenant-colonel  Cockrane  ;  and  bri¬ 
gadier  (now  lord)  Biakeney,  had  the  di¬ 
rection  of  the  artillery ;  upon  afignal,  which, 
was  the  firing  three  bombs  from  the. 
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mortar  battery,  the  great  gun  battery 
poured  a  volley  into  the  breach,  a  fecond 
of  grape-fhot  followed,  which  oblig- 
mg  the  centinels  upon  the  walls  to  put 
themfelves  under  cover,  probably  occa- 
fioned  their  not  having  perceived  the 
troops,  when  they  firft  began  to  move 
forward  ;  but  before  they  reached  the  foot 

of  the  walls,  the  drums  in  the  fort  beat  to 

» 

arms,  the  top  of  the  breach  was  manned 
by  the  Spaniards  ;  their  fhips,  and  fort 
St.  Jofeph  began  to  fire  upon  the  aflail- 
ants,  tho’  with  no  other  effeft,  but  killins 
one  man  :  Don  Bias  being  on  board  the 
Galicia,  the  garrifon  fell  into  confufion, 
and  fled  precipitately  out  of  the  gates ;  as 
foon  as  the  grenadiers  began  to  mount  the 
breach,  the  confternation  3mong  the  fhips 
and  forts  was  great,  the  Africa  and  St. 
Carlos  were  funk,  the  St.  Philip  was  fee 
on  fire,  and  continued  burning  fome 
hours,  till  it  burft  by  a  violent  explofion, 
the  Gallicia  was  abandon’d  by  her  crew, 
who  lef  t  the  captain,  a  captain  of  marines, 

and 


Admiral  VERNON.  227 


and  fixty  men  aboard,  who  all  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  Englifh,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  captains  Knowles  and  Watfon. 
The  Spanifh  admiral’s  flag  and  colours 
were  fecured,  the  boats  ftormed  St.  Jo- 
feph’s  fort,  and  took  it  with  but  little  re- 
fiftance,  finding  none  upon  entering  it, 
except  one  man  in  liquor,  who  was  to 
have  blown  it  up.*  After  leaving  lome 
officers  and  men  on  board  the  Gallicia, 
the  boats  went  to  work  on  cutting  the 
boom,  and  moving  the  Gallicia  out  of 
the  channel.  '  • 


Next  day,  after  taking  the  caftle,  the 
admiral  haftened  into  the  harbour,  and  in 
three  hours  warped  through  between  the 
funk  ffiips  :  that  night  he  advanced  two 
leagues  up  the  harbour,  as  did  the  Bur- 
ford  and  Orford,  who  were  next  day  poft- 


The  Britifh  troops  from  the  time  of*  their  en¬ 
campment,  to  the  taking  of  Bocca-chica  caftle,  loft 
about  four  hundred  men1"  by  ficknefs,  and  the  fire  of 
the  enemy  ;  among  thofe  killed  in  the  camp,  was 
colonel  Douglafs,  colonel  Watfon  of  the  train,  lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel  Sandford,  and  captain  Moor,  the  chief 
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ed  acrofs  it,  for  cutting  off  the  Spa¬ 
niards  from  all  communication  by  wa- 
tei .  I  hat  afternoon  the  Worcefter,  by 
getting  in  clofe  to  a  wharf,  fecured  a 
fpring  of  frefli  water,  which  was  of  fignal 
idvice  to  the  troops,  and  the  Weymouth 
and  Cruizer  floop  deftroycd  two  fin  all 
.batteries;  which  done,  the  Cruizer  went 
up  the  creek  of  PaffoCavallo,  and  brought 
away  lour  large  Sina  hulks,  being  veffeis 
dug  out  of  a  hollow  tree,  big  enough  to 
carry  twenty  tons,  which  were  very  fer- 
viceable  in  watering  the  fleet.  In  the  mean 
time  the  tranfports  were  warping  in,  but 
were  greatly  retarded  by  blowing  weather-, 
fo  thatchoaking  up  the  mouth  of  the  har¬ 
bour,  the  men  of  war  were  prevented 
from  making  the  defired  difpatch  :  how¬ 
ever,  they  all  got  in  on  the  thirtieth,  when 
the  firefhips  and  frigates  were  fo  difpofed 
round  the  harbour,  as  to  guard  every  pafs 
and  creek,  and  to  cut  off  all  fupplies  from 
the  towm 
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Don  Bias,  in  the  mean  time,  was  not 
idle  on  his  part  •,  he  ordered  Mancinilla 
fort  to  be  deftroyed,  the  large  channel 
that  lies  between  it  and  Caftillo  grande 
to  be  choaked  up,  by  feven  galleons,  and 
other  fhips,  and  by  the  Conqueftador  and 
Dragon  men  of  war;  all  of  which  were 
funk  on  each  fide  a  fhoal  that  lay  in  the 
midft  of  it  ;  and  the  better  to  defend  the 
city,  the  houies  were  untiled. 

On  the  thirtieth  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle's 
divifion  turned  up  the  harbour,  and  an¬ 
chored  near  Caftillo  grande,  where  one 
part  of  the  Spaniards  made  a  fhew  to  re¬ 
ceive  them,  while  another  was  removing 
the  effects  from  Caftillo  grande. 

On  the  morning  of  the  firft  of  April, 
admiral  Vernon  got  to  an  anchor  dole  to 
Caftillo  grande,  fee  fome  of  his  fhips 
at  work  to  heave  the  malls  out  of  the 
Spanifli  fhips,  to  make  a  channel  over 
thofe  kink  in  the  deepeft  water,  that  the 
bomb  ketches  might  run  in,  batter  the 
town,  and  fecure  a  fafe  defeent  for  the 

land 
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Lnd  forces  :  toward  evening  the  whole 
was  effected,  two  bomb  ketches  and  two 
frigates  got  in,  and  commodore  Leflock, 
with  the  land  forces  he  had  re-embarked, 
after  deftroying  the  out-works,  followed  ; 
by  ten  the  next  morning  the  bomb  ketches 
began  to  play  upon  the  town,  and  in  the 
evening,  another  channel  having  been 
made  through  the  wrecks  to  the  eaftward 
of  the  fhoal,  three  firefhips  got  through 
it,  and  being  polled  to  cover  the  defcent 
of  the  land  forces  at  Texar  de  Gracias, 
they  kept  a  continual  fire  upon  the  enemy, 
and  prevented  their  catling  up  intrench- 
men  ts.  Things  lucceeded  fo  well,  that  about 
one  hundred  Spaniards  were  driven  from 
a  breafl-work  at  the  upper  end  of  the  har¬ 
bour,  and  the  country  between  that  and 
St.  Lazar  was  fcoured,  by  an  inceffant 
fire,  which  continued  all  night  :  by  thefe 
means  a  fafe  defcent  was  fecurcd  for  the 
army,  whofe  officers  had  refolved  in  a 
council  of  war,  “  to  land  the  troops  next 
morning  at  break  of  day,  and  to  pofiefs 
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“  the  port  of  la  Quinta,  for  cutting  off 
cc  the  communication  of  the  city  with  the 
“  country,  for  covering  the  landing  of 
“  the  artillery,  and  to  clear  ground  for 
<c  the  encampment.” 

About  two  in  the  morning  of  the  fifth, 
the  firftdivifion  of  fourteen  hundred  men 
under  brigadier  Blakeney,  were  received 
by  the  boats  of  the  fleet,  from  on  board 
the  tranfports,  and  from  thence  went  and 
rendezvoufed  along-fide  the  Weymouth  : 
at  five  colonel  Grant  moved  toward  the 
fhore,  with  the  grenadiers,  landed  with¬ 
out  oppofition,  at  a  place  about  two  miles 
from  Lazar,  and  being  foon  followed  by 
the  reft  of  the  troops,  the  whole  was 
formed  in  order  of  battle  for  marching  a- 
gainft  the  enemy,  who  were  now  in  the 
wildeft  confufion,  and  were  flying  on  eve¬ 
ry  quarter  from  the  fire  of  the  fhips,  which 
fwept  them  off  in  lanes. 

General  Wentworth  advanced  at  the 
head  of  the  forces  through  a  long  narrow 
defile,  where  fome  few  of  his  men  were 
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hurt  by  Angle  fhot  from  the  paths  and 
opening  into  the  wood,  where  the  enemy 
had  made  a  lodgment,  but  were  foon  put 
to  flight :  about  a  mile  further,  in  coming 
out  of  the  defile,  near  fix  hundred  Spa¬ 
niards,  were  perceived  to  be  advantageoufly 
polled,  and  leemed  refolute  to  difpute  the 
paflfage  :  the  ground  over  which  the  troops 
were  to  march  did  not  admit  of  much 
more  than  one  large  platoon  in  front,  the 
Lagoon  lying  upon  their  left,  and  a  thick 
copfe  on  their  right,  into  which  the  gene¬ 
ral  ordered  a  party  of  American  foldiers 
to  fell  upon  the  rear  of  fuch  of  the  enemy 
as  might  be  lodged  there,  to  flank  them 
in  their  march  :  the  grenadiers  advanced 
with  but  little  lofs,  though  they  received 
two  fires  from  the  enemy  :  the  front  pla¬ 
toon  fired  at  the  diftance  of  half  mufket 

fhot,  and  immediately  wheeled  to  make 

»  — 

room  for  the  reft  :  at  this  the  Spaniards 
raifed  a  loud  huzza,  judging,  that  the 
whole  body  had  given  way,  but  finding 
their  miftukc,  by  the  fire  of  the  platoons, 

they 
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they  fled  in  diforder  toward  the  city  5  on 
which  a  convenient  place  for  encamping 
was  marked  out  a  mile  fhort  ot  Lazar  *, 
and  in  the  evening  a  party  pofiefTed  them- 
ielves  of  LaPopa,  whence  the  generals  re¬ 
connoitred  the  town,  which,  now  was  the 
time  to  have  ftormed  j  for  the  Spaniards 
had  not  finifhed  the  works  they  were  car¬ 
rying  on  from  the  hill,  neither  had  they 
finifhed  their  entrenchment,  a  general 
pannick  having  pofiefTed  them  ^  but  the 
golden  opportunity  was  loft,  as  no  ftores 
were  laned  from  the  ordnance  (hips  ^ 
however,  next  morning,  thefe  were  carried 
on  chore,  and  the  remainder  of  the  eight 
regiments  were  landed,  but  the  troops 
were  obliged  to  lie  three  nights  upon  their 
arms  for  want  of  tents,  having  no  proper 
tools  to  build  any,  they  were  expoled  to 
the  fcorching  fervours  of  a  burning  fun 
in  the  day  time,  and  to  the  chilling  dews 
in  the  night. 

During  thefe  three  days  the  Spaniards 
completed  a  four  gun  battery,  and  in¬ 
trench  me  nts 
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trenchments  round  thefootof  fort  San  La- 

Za.r’  which  became  (Longer  than  the  cartle 
ol  itlelf:  they  alfo  drew  the  guns  of  the 
faicine  battery  on  the  north  point,  and 
mounting  them  on  this  new  battery,  fre¬ 
quently  fired  from  them  into  the  camp, 
where  ficknefs  increafed,  and  where  the 
rainy  feafons  now  began  to  make  havock. 

d  he  operations  of  the  army  being  flow, 
and  the  bufinefs  urgent,  the  admiral  fent 
a  detachment  from  lord  James  Cavendifh 
and  colonel  Biand’s  regiments,  to  rein¬ 
force  them  with  fuch  Americans  as  were 
fit  for  fervice,  which,  together  with  the 
Negroes,  augmented  the  army  to  five 
.thousand  men.  The  fleet,  by  their  fire, 
deprived  the  Spaniards  of  all  communi¬ 
cation  by  fea,  and  the  Weymouth  con¬ 
tinuing  ported  within  piftol-fhot  of  the 
fliore,  kept  icouring  the  country,  while 
the  mortars  from  the  ketches  play’d 
both  on  the  fort  and  the  town  :  how¬ 
ever,  the  communication  b&tween  the 
town  and  country  was  open,  whole  herds 

of 
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of  cattle  were  brought  in,  and  the  garri- 
fon  of  San  Lazar  was  reinforced,  and  fup- 
plied  *  about  two  in  the  morning  of  the 
eighth,  twelve  hundred  men,  commanded 
by  brigadier  Guife,  advanced  toward  the 
fort,  being  conducted  by  three  deferters, 
and  a  little  before  day  began  to  mount  the 
hill  •,  they  intended  an  attack  upon  two 
places  at  once  •,  but  the  divifion  which 
was  to  have  gone  up  an  open  acceffible 
road,  that  lay  upon  the  right  of  the  fort, 
was  milled  toward  the  center,  where  the 
afcent  was  very  fteep  and  the  ground  bro¬ 
ken  •,  fome  of  the  molt  forward  gained 
the  top,  and  pufhed  on  to  the  entrench¬ 
ments,  but  not  being  immediately  fuftain- 
ed,  by  reafon  of  the  great  difficulty  in 
mounting  the  hill,  they  were  m<Sftof  them 
killed  or  wounded:  colonel  Grant  afcend- 
ed  the  hill  on  the  left,  but  having  received 
a  mortal  wound,  and  the  guide  with  feve- 
ral  others  being  killed,  lieutenant-colonel 
Hammond,  the  next  in  command,  conti¬ 
nued  on  the  fide  of  the  hill,  till  ordered 

to 
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to  retire  :  the  other  troops  feeing  the  fate 
of  the  grenadiers,  halted  at  the  foot  of  the 
hhl,  where  they  continued  in  great  difor- 
der  ;  inftead  or  rufhi-ng  upon  the  Spa¬ 
niards  fword  in  hand,  a  lull  (lop  was 
made,  and  the  men  were  left  expofed  to 
the  cannon,  and  the  mufketry  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  which  made  a  dreadful  havock  a  menu 
them  :  between  fix  and  feven  they  were 
ordered  to  retreat,  and  to  cover  them,  a 
referve  or  five  hundred  men  was  direbted 
to  advance,  by  which  means  they  retired 
unmolelted,  with  the  lofs  of  fix  hundred 
men  ;  among  whom  colonel  Grant,  lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel  1  homlon,  three  captains 
arid  four  lieutenants. 

The  mifearriage  of  this  attack  deter¬ 
mined  the  admiral  to  fet  fail  on  the  fxeh 
of  May,  lor  Jamaica,  carrying  only  a 
/nattered  referve  of  three  theufand  two 
hundred  men,  twelve  hundred  of  whom 
were  Americans,  and  unfit  for  fer vice. 
However,  before  letting  out,  the  defences 
oi  the  harbour  were  inti  rely  deflroyed,  the 
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cannon  and  mortars  were  fpiked  up,  the 
lime-kilns  were  ruined,  and  their  lime- 
ftore  was  (flipped  off  for  building  an  hof- 

r  _ 

pital  at  Port-Royal. 

The  town  of  Carthagena,  though  the 
objedt  of  the  expedition,  fuffered  but  lit¬ 
tle  from  the  in  oft  ftrenuous  efforts  :  the 
Gallicia,  which  the  admiral  ordered  to  be 
made  into  a  floating  battery,  was  indeed, 
by  help  of  a  ftrong  fea  breeze,  driven  fo 
rear  as  to  fhatrer  fome  of  the  houfes,  the 
fhells  from  the  bomb  ketches  damaged 

O 

fome  churches  and  houfes9  particularly  on 

* 

the  thirteenth,  one  of  the  carcal'es  falling 
» into  the  great  church,  where  was  the  prin¬ 
cipal  magazine  of  powder,  fet  fire  to  the 
timber  and  plank  that  covered  it,  which 
caufed  a  general  confternation,  the  alarm 
bell  was  rung,  the  people  flocked  from 
every  quarter,  and  by  throwing  land  loon 
extinguifhed  the  flames. 

From  the  time  of  the  fleet’s  arrival  at 
Jamaica,  the  admiral  was  bufyin  concert¬ 
ing  meafures  for  finking  fome  important 

blow 
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blow  that  might  compenfate  the  former 
difappointment :  no  lefs  than  the  conqueft 
of  the  ifland  Cuba,  by  far  the  mod  ex- 
tenfive  and  mod  important  in  the  Wed- 
Indies,  was  attempted,  and  perhaps  the 
icheme  had  fucceeded,  had  not  a  divifion 
of  counfels  always  prevented  the  execu- 
cution  of  them. 

The  admiral  now  weary  with  failing 
backward  and  forward  to  Jamaica,  with- 
ou  taffeedingthe  enemy,  or  being  affeCted  by 
them,  notwithdanding  his  force  was  foon 
nearly  equal  to  what  it  was  when  fird  he 
fet  fail  for  Carthagena  j  the  convoy  with 
the  victuallers  and  dorefhips,  which  arri¬ 
ved  from  England,  on  the  nineteenth, 
having  fupplied  the  place  of  the  feven 
eighty  gun  (hips,  as  alfo  of  the  Hampton- 

court,  Burford,  Worceder,  Falmouth, 
and  five  frigates,  which  were  fent  home 
under  the  care  of  commodore  Ledock. 

Poderity  will  fcarcely  believe,  that  an 
expedition,  which  met  with  no  interrup¬ 
tion,  fliould  be  abandoned,  when  almod 

finished. 
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finifhed,  and  which  was  fiipported  by  a 
fleet  of  nine  men  of  war,  two  of  whom 
of  eighty  guns,  two  of  feventy,  three  of 
fixty,  and  three  of  fifty,  with  forty-one 
fail  of  tranfports  and  firefhips,  having  on 
board  four  thoufand  men. 

The  troops  were  landed  on  the  twenty- 
firft  of  July,  near  St.  Jago,  the  largeffc 
town  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  pleafant 
healthy  ifland  of  Cuba,  which  is  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty  leagues  long,  and  forty 
broad,  and  which  abounds  not  only  with 
the  necefiaries  of  life, but  with  the  more  deli¬ 
cate  blefiings  ofnature;  the  open  meadows 
fwarming  with  cattle,  and  the  woods  with 
hogs  both  tame  and  wild  ;  the  land  pro¬ 
duces  fugar-canes,  and  the  belt  of  tobacco 
in  plenty  ;  wheat,  rice,  all  kind  of  fallet- 
ing,  and  pulfe  flourifli  very  plentifully, 
with  all  kind  of  Indian  fruit  ;  the  woods 
are  full  ol  mahogony,  fuftre,  Spanifhelm, 
cedar,  and  feveral  other  kinds  of  timber; 
alfo  cotton  grows  wild,  befides  what  is 
planted  :  the  ifland  is  full  of  fine  rivers 

and 
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and  harbours  fie  lor  tranfportation  ;  and 
the  town  of  Co  very,  within  three  leagues 
of  St.  Jago,  has  in  it  one  of  the  richeft 
copper  mines,  on  which  the  Spaniards 
work  inceffantly. 

The  troops  found  no  mortal  to  oppofe 
them  ;  the  country  was  intirely  deferted, 
only  afmall  number  of  Spaniards  fkulked 
up  and  down  without  either  power  or  in¬ 
clination  to  fight,  and  the  flight  of  the 
women  and  children  to  St.  Jago,  increafed 
the  fcarcity  of  previfions,  and  added  to 
the  coniufion  which  was  already  fo  great, 
that  the  governor  and  grandees,  from  an 
apprehenfion  of  an  attack  over  land,  re¬ 
paired  every  night  into  the  woods  for  fe- 
curity  ;  fo  that  had  the  confternation  been 
improved',  a  detachment  of  one  thoufand 
men,  with  as  many  Negroes,  might,  by 
carrying  a  week’s  provifions,  have  carried 
the  upper  batteries  of  Eftrella  and  Santa 
Catarina,  the  former  of  which  was  on  the 
town-fide,  mounted  eighteen  guns,  the 
other  a  little  northward,  and  mounted 

twelve  ; 


X'  -  ■ 


I 


Admiral  VERNON.  241 

twelve  ;  both  of  which  might  have  been 
furprifed  by  forty  men.  What  fatality 
polTeiTed  thofe  concerned,  cannot  well  be 
determined ;  the  land  and  fea  officers 
blamed  each  other ;  the  troops  were  re- 
imbarked  on  the  twentieth  of  November, 
without  having  a  fingle  ffiot  fired  at  either 
the  army  or  tranfports.  The  general  and 
admiral  feparated  on  the  twentieth  of  De¬ 
cember,  after  a  connection  too  lono-  for 

O 

fhemfelves,  and  too  fatal  to  the  nation, 
who  expended  upon  .thefe  expeditions 
three  millions  fterling,  loft  a  number  of 
lives,  and  what  was  more,  loft  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  irrefiftible  by  fea.  Only  one  Spa* 
nifh  man  of  war  of  twenty-four  guns,  and 
two  hundred  and  twenty  men,  was  taken 
by  theWorccfter ;  a  regifter  fhip  of  three 
hundred  and  fifty  tons,  and  fifty  men, 
laden  with  provifions  for  Carthagena,  by 
the  Defiance  ;  and  a  regifter  fhip,  with 
feventy-four  thoufand  pieces  of  eight,  by 
the  Shoreham  man  of  wrar. 

General  Wentworth  returned  to  Portf- 
mouth,and  the  admiral  proceeded  to  cruize 

'  M  oft 
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off  Hifpaniola,  in  expectation  of  meeting 
a  confiderable  reinforcement,  while  the 
Spaniards  exulted  in  their  own  deliver¬ 
ance,  and  made  rejoicings  in  their  vaft 
dominions,  little  fliort  of  thofe  pra&ifed 
in  the  Roman  triumphs  ;  there  were  re¬ 
joicings  for  three  days  and  three  nights 
fucceffively  at  Madrid. 

From  this  time  the  admiral  preffed  for 
leave  to  return  home,  in  order  to  be  free 
from  any  future  difcouragements,  and  to 
have  his  conduct  inquired  into  :  his  re- 
queft  was  complied  with,  and  on  the 
twenty-third  of  September,  1742,  he  re¬ 
ceived  letters  of  revocation,  on  which  he 
let  fail  for  England,  arrived  at  Briftol  on 
the  fixth  of  January,  1743,  amidfl  the 
loudeft  acclamations  ;  on  the  thirteenth 
he  waited  on  his  majefty  at  St.  James’s, 
from  whom  he  met  with  a  very  gracious 
reception, on  the  nineteenth  he  himfelf  was 
waited  on  by  feveral  aldermen  of  the  city 
of  London,  and  on  the  twenty-fourth 
took  up  his  freedom  at  Guildhall,  when 
he  left  one  hundred  guineas  for  the  poor. 

2  From 
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From  this  time  he  was  confulted  almoft 
in  every  thing,  and  his  advice  was  the 
more  necelTary,  as  the  French  had  de¬ 
clared  war  in  March,  1744. 

The  Britifh  nation  would  have  been  ca¬ 
pable  of  dealing  with  the  united  naval 
lorce  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  had  not 
the  latter,  by  marching  forces  into  Ger¬ 
many,  under  pretence  of  being  guarantee 
of  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia,  involved  the 
people  of  England  in  a  war  upon  the  con¬ 
tinent  ;  where  a  fingle  troop  of  horfe,  up¬ 
on  theBritiiheftabliihment,  is  more  charge- 
able  than  a  whole  regiment  of  dragoons  in 
the  pay  of  France,  whofe  armies  traverfed 
the  empire,  while  a  fecret  expedition,  in 
favour  of  p —  Edward,  fon  of  the  preten¬ 
der,  flattered  the  court  of  Verfailles  with 
the  prolped  of  changing  the  face  of  af¬ 
fairs  throughout  Europe. 

Sir  John  Norris  being  in  the  Downs 
with  a  formidable  fquadron,  in  the  fum- 
mer,  1744,  hovered  upon  the  coafl:  of 
Rent,  the  Enghfh  militia  were  armed, 

'M  2  and 
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and  fo  the  fchemeof  the  youngP — r  came 

to  nothing  for  that  year.  However,  he 

/ 

himfeif  tried  his  own  fortune  the  next  ; 
for  landing  in  Scotland  upon  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  July,  1745,  he  was  foon  joined 
by  a  number  of  Highlanders,  fufficient  to 
defeat  the  few  regular  forces  then  in  the 
kingdom  ^  Cope  was  routed  at  Prefton- 
pans  on  the  twenty- firft  of  September, 
and  numbers  reforted  to  the  ftandard  of 
the  conqueror,  who,  on  the  eighth  of 
November,  with  eight  thoufand  men,,  en¬ 
tered  England,  where  every  thing  was  in 
confufion,  and  where  the  people,  upon  the 
coafls  of  Kent  and  Sulfex  were  under 
perpetual  alarms  from  the  vaft  prepara¬ 
tions  at  Dunkirk,  Boulogne,  and  other 
Ports  of  France. 

To  watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy’s 
fleet,  admiral  Vernon  was  fent  out 
with  a  large  fquadron  of  men  of  war, 
which  he  difpofed  fo  well,  as  effectually 
to  block  up  the  French  harbours  ;  by  a 
feafonable  correfpondence,  he  greatly  ani¬ 
mated 
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mated  the  country  people,  who  were,  by 
their  confidence  in  his  abilities,  rid  of  the 
gloomy  apprehenfions  of  an  invafion  with 
which  they  had  hitherto  been  feized  ;  in 
this  fervice  he  was  taken  up  till  the  Re¬ 
bellion  had  breathed  its  laft,  by  the  total 
defeat  of  the  chevalier’s  army,  on  the  fif¬ 
teenth  of  April,  1746.  But  not  long 
after  his  return,  complaints  were  made 
of  him  to  the  lords  of  the  admiralty, 
that  he  had  fuperfeded  their  orders,  by 
appointing  a  gunner  in  oppofition  to 
one  recommended  by  themfelves,  and 
for  exadling  too  fevere  duty  from  the 
hands  ot  the  private  men*,  the  complaints 
were  laid  before  the  king,  and  Mr.  Ver¬ 
non  was  (truck  off  the  lift  of  admirals,  an 

event  which  he  bore  with  great  refigna- 
tion. 

From  this  time  he  lived  wholly  retired, 
no  way  concerned  in  any  publick  bufinefs, 
further  than  by  having  a  feat  in  thehoufe 
of  commons,  as  member  for  Iplwich  in 

Suffolk,  which  he  Hill  had  the  intereft  to 

\ 

retain.  In  every  debate  relative  to  the 

M  1  fe  a- 
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fea-fervice,  he  fpoke  his  mind  with  a* 
freedom  of  fpeech,  which  though  it  dif- 
covered  the  candour  and  integrity  of  the 
man,  yet  it  procured  him  the  enmity  of 
the  miniftry,  and  hindered  his  being  em¬ 
ployed  :  but  toward  the  latter  end  of  his 
days,  things  began  to  wear  a  new  face  in 
England,  and  the  date  to  be  governed  by 
ether  maxims  than  hitherto  it  had  been. 

The  houfe  of  commons,  after  the  death 
of  Mr.  Pelham,  was  divided  into  two  par¬ 
ties,  that  of  Mr.  F — ,  and  Mr..  P — ,  both 
men  of  ability  and  temper,  but  of  oppofite 
principles  and  oppofite  fides  of  the  quef- 
tion  ;  the  former,  was  for  retaining  the 
ancient  fyftem  of  having  connection  with 
the  powers  upon  the  Continent,  the  latter  , 
utterly  againft  it,  as  detrimental  to  the 
intereft  of  the  Britifh  nation.  The  me¬ 
morable  winter  of  1754  will  never  be  for¬ 
gotten,  when  ’ Mr.  P — ,  by  the  fuperior 
force  of  nia  arguments  exprefied  in  the 
moft  free  and  elegant  terms,  levelled 
all  the  fences  of  corruption,  arid  con- 
1  need  the  moft  obftinate  of  the  folly  of 
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taking  foreigners  into  pay,,  and  maintain¬ 
ing  a  land  war.. 

I  he  efforts  of  Mr.  P— ,  for  changing 
the  fyftem  in  England  were  forwarded  by 
our  Ioffes  in  America, and  an  expedition  into 
the  Mediterranean,  with  ten  fhips  only  for 
relieving  Minorca,  then  befieged  by  mar- 
fhal  Richlieu,  and  an  army  of  twenty 
thoufand  men  !  that  fparkling  gem  of  the 
Britifh  crown  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy  before  any  breach  was  made  either 
in  the  counterfcarp  or  body  of  the  place, 
nay  before  the  covered  way  itfelf  was  af- 
faulted  1  Towards  the  latter  end  of  the 
year  1756,  a  revolution  happened  in 
the  Britifh  miniftry  ;  the  lord  chancellor 

P  ,  now  eail  or  H- - ,  refigned 

his  employments,  in  order  to  reap  the 
cjuiet  poffeflion  of  an  immenfity  of  riches, 
which  by  his  abilities  he  had  accumu¬ 
lated,  and  by  which  he  fettled  his  family 
in  fuc.h  a  manner,  that  their  income  was 
equal  to  that  of  fome  crowned  heads ;  lord 
A  ,  and  the  other  commiffioners  of  the 

admiralty 
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admiralty  were  removed  ;  Mr.  F —  re- 
figned  his  places,  and  the  old  duke  of 

N - ,  who  had  generoufly  expended  a 

paternal  eftate  among  mobs  in  his  younger 
years,  was  removed  from  his  employ¬ 
ments.  Short-lived  however,  was  Mr.  P—’s 
adminiftration,  for  in  four  months  he  re- 
figned,  by  his  majefty’s  command  ;  and 
it  is  doubtful  whether  he  would  have 
been  received  into  favour,  had  not  the  city 
of  London  teftified  her  approbation  of  his 
conduit,  by  prefenting  him  with  the  free¬ 
dom  of  the  city  in  a  gold  box  ;  the  other 
cities  followed  the  example  of  the  metro¬ 
polis,  and  Mr.  a  and  his  party  came 
in  •,  as  Mr.  Vernon  perhaps  would  have 
done,  if  death  had  not  prevented. 

He  enjoyed  a  very  good  date  of  health 

both  in  London,  and  at  his  country  feat 

of  Naiton  ■,  he  was  indeed  very  lame, 

and  drooping,  but  his  conftitution  other- 

ways  was  but  little  impaired  •,  the  fick- 

nefs  which  carried  him  off,  was  fudden 

and  unexpected  j  he  was  perfectly  well 

on. 
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on  friday  the  twenty- eighth  of  October, 
1757;  and  wrote  a  familiar  letter  to  a 
friend  in  the  Broad-way,  Weftminfter,  on 
the  twenty-ninth  j  about  two  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  thirtieth,  he  awaked  out  oi 
his  fir  ft  deep,  and  complained  of  an  hea- 
vinefs  at  heart  ;  a  phyfician  was  lent  for, 
but  his  pain  increafed  fo  violently,  that 
he  expired  in  the  arms  of  a  fervant,  about 
three  minutes  before  any  affiftance  could 
be  brought  him. 

Mr.  Vernon  was  of  a  ftature  below  a 
medium,  of  a  brown  completion,  had  a 
piercing  eye,  a  fearching  look,  and  fome- 
thing  awful  in  his  gefture;  he  infifted 
upon  the  officers  doing  their  duty,  with 
a  precifenefs  that  railed  differences  be¬ 
tween  them  and  the  private  men  5  he  was 
affiduous  in  vifiting  the  hofpitals,  infpedt- 
ing  into  the  provifions  and  cloaths  ;  and 
never  was  known  to  tarry  all  night  a- 
fliore,  while  in  a  harbour. 

This  conduct  was  the  caufe  of  his  dif- 
appointments,  and  at  laft  removed  him 

from 
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from  his  place  :  his  temper  was  abun¬ 
dantly  cool  *,  tho’  a  warm  anxiety  railed 
in  his  breaft  a  jealoufy  of  thofe  who 
were  joined  with  him  in  command  ; 
he  had  the  belt  opportunities  to  learn 
the  bu finds  of  a  Teaman,  the  feveral 
parts  of  which  he  underftood  perfectly 
well  ;  and  thro’  the  whole  of  his  life,  he 
a£ted  very  liberally  toward  the  poor  fo 
‘that  his  death  was  much  lamented  in  the 
place  where  he  lived,  and  a  real  lofs  to 
the  nation,  when  engaged  in  a  war  with 
France,  for  by  perufing  the  hiftories  of 
times  paft,  and  a  a  drift  review  of  his 
own,  he  faw  thoroughly  into  the  caufe  of 
his  difappointments,  and  became  one  of 
j  the  moft  accomplifhed  fea-officers  that 
ever  bore  command. 
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